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OF THE HOUSE:

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 11 a.m., and read prayers.

POSTPONEMENT OF QUESTIONS
TUE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): We

will proceed with Orders of the Day. I
will take questions both on notice and
without notice after lunch at the first
opportunity that is available without in-
terrupting a debate.

ALSATIAN DOG BILL
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Nalder (Minister for Agriculture), and
transmitted to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1962-63
In Committee of Supply

Resumed from the 13th November, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. I. W.
Manning) in the Chair.

Votes: .Education, £11,228,000; Native
Welfare, £921,524-_

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
after the Minister had introduced the
estimates of his departments.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [11.6
a.m.]1: I want to be brief on the subject
of education, but I could not let the oppor-
tunity pass without once more making a
req~uest for the provision of tennis courts
at the Kent Street High School. I spoke
on the same subject on the same occasion
this time last year and was hopeful that
some action would be taken to provide
these tennis courts.

The Kent Street High School is one of
the oldest high schools within the State;
but strange to relate, for some unaccount-
able reason-none has been advanced-
that school has not yet been provided with
tennis courts. This is an essential part of
the sporting facilities of high school Stu-
dents and something that should be given
attention. I realise also that since the war
there has been a great extension in the
number of high schools in the suburbs and
in the country, but the fact remains that
these new schools are geting facilities which
the Kent Street High School has not yet
been provided with.

During this session I asked, by way of
question, when it was anticipated these
tennis courts would be Provided and the
answer stated that there was a possibility
of their being provided in the financial
year for June, 1963. Of course, that was
the same type of answer I received on the
previous occasion. I am going to repeat
the position that exists in regard to the
students who wish to play tennis at the
Kent Street High School. On sporting
days they have to journey as far away as
the Mends Street Jetty, the Hensinan Park
tennis courts, and the tennis courts at
McCallum Park. Most do not have their
own transport; and unless they possess
bicycles, they have to travel by public
transport, which costs them at least Is.
When they arrive at the tennis courts they
have to Pay another amount of is. for the
use of the courts.

These are things that can be put up with
in certain circumstances, but there are
some other features that require attention.
One is this: The young ladles of the school
have no place In which to change at the
McCallum Park courts, and I understand
it is the practice for them to slip off their
tunics and put on their tennis clothes
behind a ti-tree hedge.

Many mothers have complained about
this practice, which I do not think is right.
I asked the Minister if he would be pre-
pa red to put in the tennis courts and
accept the shilling which the students are
now paying for the use of private courts.
The Minister said that this was not Gov-
erment policy. I agree with hint. It is
the Government's responsibility to pro-
vide the courts, but if the Government is
so hard up for money and cannot do this,
the only alternative is to put down the
courts and let the children continue to Pay
one shilling playing fee to defray the
cost.

In those circumstances they would only
be paying a playing fee. They would
not be meeting any travelling lees; and
the children would have proper changing
facilities.

A feature that will have to be looked
at if the Government continues to refuse
to put down these courts is whether bus
transportation can be arranged to take
the children from the school to the various
playing centres. I do not think that would
be difficult. It would provide some mea-
sure of assistance for taking children from
the school to the courts, rather than let
them straggle down to the courts in
groups, completely disorganised. At the
present time the children are dispersed
between various courts and there is no
proper supervision. I believe one teacher
travels from point to point.

I suggest that until such time as the
Government is prepared to provide these
courts, It should make certain that a bus
is arranged to take the children from the
school to where they play. While I am
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in this House I shall continue to hamm-er
Ior these courts to be provided. The land
is there; and I can see no reason why the
Government should not arrange this ex-
penditure to put down these courts, rather
than concentrate on new schools. These
courts are long overdue.

The other matter I wish to bring before
the Minister concerns a memo, dealing
with salaries audit. The memo. appears
in the seventy-second report of the
Auditor-General. It says--

The Audit check on Education De-
partment salaries has disclosed a dis-
turbingly large proportion of errors.

In 1959, the Audit directed attention
to the unsatisfactory position then
existing and suggested the appoint-
ment of an experienced internal
checking officer 'with the object of
detecting errors before payment was
effected. Following the rejection of
this suggestion, the Audit check was
extended and expedited by the ap-
pointment of an additional clerk. The
Audit check is, however, exercised
after payment and, whilst the present
arrangement has disclosed a greater
number of irregularities, it has con-
tributed little towards the prevention
of Incorrect payments.

With a staff of approximately 7,000
teachers and a pay roll in excess of
£8,000,000 per annum it is considered
that an efficient internal check prior
to payment is essential. Any such
check would necessarily be the respon-
sibility of the departmental adminis-
tration.

The matter is the subject of current
correspondence with the Treasury.

I know, from remarks which have been
made to me, that the number of irregu-
larities is disproportionately high. Once
there has been an overpayment or an
underpayment, the great difficulty is in
making the necessary adjustment. It
seems that this matter was brought to the
attention of the Government in 1959;
and although it would not put on an Inter-
nal checking clerk at that time, no money
has been saved, because it has since had
to engage additional clerks for audit pur-
poses, and those additional clerks have
discovered a greater number of irregulari-
ties.

This matter having been brought to the
attention of the Government by the
Auditor-General as long ago as 1959, I can
see no reason why some action could not
have been taken to ensure that teachers'
salaries are correct before they are paid
out; otherwise it makes for undue delays
when adjustments have to be made after
a teacher has received his salary. I know
there is some cause for complaint, and I
hope the Government will pay attention
to the matter, to see that there Is no cause
for complaint and that the suggestion of

the Auditor-General is taken up to pro-
vide a check before payment of salaries is
made.

MR. H. MAY (Collie) [11.15 a.m.]: I
wish to take this opportunity of seeking
some information from the Minister re-
garding two separate replies to two identi-
cal questions. On the 31st October I asked
the Minister for Native Welfare the fol-
lowing question:-

(1) Regarding the question of a Gov-
ernment subsidy for native child-
ren attending kindergarten schools,
has any definite policy concerning
this matter been decided upon?

(2) If no decision has been made will
he indicate when one may be ex-
pected?

The Minister replied-
(1) and (2) The question of a sub-

sidy for kindergartens for native
children is now under close in-
vestigation and a decision can be
expected shortly.

Another query was raised by a certain
organisation, which asked the Minister the
same question. The reply of the depart-
ment, signed by the minister, is as fol-
lows:-

As this Department is spending all
available funds on better housing,
education, medical attention and the
like for natives, it is regretted we are
not able to financially assist in the
conduct of Native Kindergartens. I
would also like to emphasise that in
my view it is not In the interests of
the native parents themselves to pro-
vide free amenities as I believe that if
natives are ultimately to be granted
the full privileges of whites, they must
be taught to accept the responsibilities.

There are two totally different answers to
the same questions.

Mr. Lewis: Two different circumstances.
Mr. Toms: Two different days.
Mr. H. MAY: The only diff erence I can

see is in the dates. I asked whether the
Government would subsidise native child-
ren attending kindergartens.

Mr. Lewis: What was the date of the
second?

Mr. H. MAY: The 28th September. I
believe that at the present time the fee
for children attending kindergarten is 12s.
6d. a week and there is the possibility of
that fee being raised very shortly. The Idea
was that the native should pay Is. or 2s.
a week, and that the subsidy given by the
Government would make up the balance.
it is very difficult to understand the two
answers that were given to almost the same
question.

I have nothing more to say in respect
of this vote, but I do want to take this op-
portunity of drawing the Minister's at-
'tention to this matter because I think
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somebody has slipped. It would appear
that it is a waste of time to ask questions
in this House if we are going to get answers
like that-answers which are deliberately
altered when they apply to the same ques-
tion. I hope the Minister will have an
explanation for us.

MR. FLETCUER (Fremantle) (11.19
a.m.]: I wish to say a few words on the
Education Vote. I notice that £11,228,000
is the estimate for this coming year. I
think the Minister will agree with me that
this amount is not nearly enough for all
that has to be done for education and for
all that we would like to do for education
In Western Australia. My principal reason
for raising this matter Is to ascertain
whether we can get some assistance on a
Federal basis for the purpose of keeping
our teenagers and our More senior students
at school, college, and university for a
longer period. I find I am not alone in
this ambition: and I refer to The West
Australian of the 16th October. 1962.
Under the heading of "Move to Get
Student Tax Relief Rise" appears the fol-
]owing:-

Taxation aid for parents of students
who study beyond the age of 21 was
proposed at yesterday's session of
the W.A. Chambers of Commerce an-
nual conference.

Federal chambers of commerce
treasurer R. H. Henderson said that
under present legislation no taxation
deduction was allowed for students
after they turned 21.

Higher education for young people
was becoming increasingly necessary,
and studies often went far beyond the
age of 21.

The conference carried two motions
unanimously that representations be
made to Federal Treasurer Holt to:

Remove the age limitation on
student children, and

Parents' taxation deduction of
£91 be unaffected by Common-
wealth scholarships.

I notice that that recommendation
came from the W.A. Chambers of Com-
merce annual conference, and I suspect
that the resolution was moved by the Fre-
mantle branch, because they are very en-
lightened people in Fremantle; and al-
though it is possible we may differ politic-
ally among ourselves, we have a, lot in
common. I have heard Chamber of Com-
merce members in Fremantle discuss this
subject, and that is what makes me suspect
the resolution emanated from that source.
It is one that has merit, and I believe
there should be tax relief for parents of
students up to and even beyond the age
of 21 years.

The second part of the resolution-that
parents' taxation deduction of £91 be un-
affected by Commonwealth scholarships-

is worthy of support. If a child is ambi-
tious enough, and the family has made
the necessary economies to allow it to stay
on at school, the parents should not be
penalised as a consequence. Therefore
I ask the Minister, or the Treasurer when
he is in Canberra, to use his best
endeavours to ensure that parents are not
penalised in that respect.

Mr. Cornell: There is a worse one than
that. Parents are penalised to the extent
of the living-away-from-home allowance
paid by the Education Department.

Mr. FLETCHER: That is correct. I
know the Minister and the Treasurer are
aware of these anomalies. The termina-
tion of child endowment at 16 years of
age is another hardship that is inflicted
on parents. It ceases just at an age, or a
period in a child's life, when the parents
need it most. That is the time when
Parents require to be helped, because they
have to purchase expensive books and
clothes, pay Increased Isres, and so on, I
notice the Treasurer is now paying atten-
tion to what I am saying, and I am sure
he will agree that growing pupils need
extra money to be spent on them just at
an age when the child endowment termi-
nates.

Mr. Brand: I was interested in the con-
versation going on a few moments ago
between you and the member for Mt.
Marshall.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am probably stating
the obvious, but it is our responsibility to
bring these matters forward so that the
Treasurer will be in a position to say that
these questions have been discussed In
Parliament. I urge more assistance on a
Federal basis for all students. I know of
parents who cannot afford to keep even
one child at school for any longer than
the stipulated school-leaving age-between
14 and 15.

I have said previously that brains are
not found only among the more privileged,
and it is those on the lower income bracket
in particular whom I am anxious to help.
I am not criticising the Minister, but I am
criticising the shortsighted Federal policy
In regard to education. I believe that
money raised by taxation is used for less
worthy purposes; and ;t is our responsi-
bility to urge the Federal Government to
see that a greater sum is allocated for
educational purposes, irrespective of what
Government may be in office in the State
of Western Australia, or even in the Com-
mronwealth. I found a newspaper on the
floor a few minutes ago, from which I
would like to quote.

Mr. Brand: What paper Is this?
The CHAIRMAN: (Mr. I. W. Manning):

Order! The honourable member may pro-
ceed.

Mr. FLETCHER: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.
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Mr. Hawke: Can't they afford a better-
class paper?

Mr. FLETCHER: I know Rigby and
Ward are considered to be a Joke, but
among their implied criticism Is what I
consider to be a lesson to us in education.
I will not read the whole of the article in
question, but there is a pertinent part
which I think I should quote because I
consider it is a lesson for us in Australia.
I do not know whether It was Rigby or
Ward who wrote this, but it Is written as
a consequence of their visit to the Soviet
Union. The article st'atcs--

Kindergarten starts at three years
old, and the compulsory eight-year
schooling period at seven. When a
child is 15 he, or she, can go an to
secondary education, or advanced trade
training, and If successful in en trance
examinations, to a university. The
compulsory period is about to be ex-
tended to 11 years, so that before long
the rest of the world will be con-
fronted by a nation of 200 odd million
People who have all been schooled to
the age of 18.

Mr. Rowberry: You will be classed as a
fellow traveller if you go on like that.

Mr. FLETCHER: I will take that chance.
It has happened to me before. The article
goes on-

At a school for 1,000 pupils we slid
into empty desks and sat in, for half
an hour, on a lesson In which all con-
versation was conducted in English.
and 12-year-aids stood up in turn to
tell a story in much, more than pass-
able English. Saon for every West-
erner who speaks Russian there will
be tens of thousands of Russians who
speak fluent Englirl'.

That is an example of what is happening
in overseas countries. I am not neces-
sarily commenting on what is taking Place
in Russian schools. The same sort of
thing is happening in other overseas coun-
tries, and in my view those countries are
sufficiently enlightened to know that what-
ever is allocated to education determines
the future progress of those countries.

One has only to speak to new Austra-
lians to discover that anything up to 12
hours or more a day are spent at school
by children in Europe. I have spoken to
these people myself, and I have found that
we are ignorant and uncultured in com-
parison with a lot of people who come from
overseas. Quite frankly, I find it alarming.
and I am surprised that the Federal Gov-
ernment does not think in the same way.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Would You advo-
cate an Increase In school hours?

Mr. FLETCHER: Personally, I would,
with more teachers.

Mr. Rowberry: And an increase in taxa-

Mr. FLETCHER: From the creches to
the university education is available to
Pupils in the U.S.S.R., and I wander if
members have seen the film which was
shown on the TV session "Four Corners'
with compare Michael Charlton.

Mr. Gayfer: Are you sure it was not
Ron Haicombe?

Mr. FLETCHER: No: It was Michael
Charlton. He quoted the number of pupils
in relation to teachers, and the number of
Pupils in relation to university professors,
and there is a disparity which is to our
disadvantage and to our disgrace in Aus-
tralia. I know we have a comparatively
small population when one considers the
wide area to be covered, but I would like
to relate this to Country Party members.
We all know they cultivate their soil, and
make It richer by putting In super and
otherwise cultivating. In the same way
we should pour more money into educa-
tion, because if we did so we would reap a
rich harvest of benefit to Australia.

Since "Austral" means south, and "Asia"
means Asia. we live in South Asia whether
we like it or not. What about our position
of leadership? More should be spent to
enable us to lead the other countries rather
than follow. We do not wish to tag along
with the nations to the north of us. We
should set an example. I admit that we
allow Asian students to attend our Univer-
sity, and I commend that procedure. It is
very necessary to establish good relations
with those to the north of us.

I would, however, be better pleased to
see a greater allocation of money for more
educational opportunity for our young
school leavers. I know that quite fre-
quently in my own area I have been asked
to write testimonials for young and promis-
ing students, for whom I could only wish
there was some greater opportunity which
would enable them to be kept at school
much longer. We have all, as members,
been approached in that respect. I find it
a tragedy to have to write testimonials far
these young and promising pupils, because.
for the most part, they take up dead-end
jobs. It is more tragic when one realises
that they have, perhaps, more ability than
some of the children who are given the
opportunity to remain at school a bit
longer. I know I san possibly stating the
obvious in many respects, but I hope the
Minister will give same consideration to
this aspect.

I do not wish to take up a great deal of
the time of the Committee, but there is
something I would like to read with refer-
ence to the aboriginal problem. One
could speak on that problem for hours. I
have here an extract which is headed
"Aboriginal Charter of Rights." It was
written by Kath Walker, who was a dele-
gate from the Eastern States to an abo-
riginal welfare convention in Western
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Australia. I congratulate her on the senti-
ments expressed, and hope that we may
see more articles of this nature, It reads
as follows:-

We want hope, not racialism,
Brotherhood, not ostracism,
Black advance, not white ascendance;,
Make us equals, not dependants.
We need help, not exploitation,
We want freedom, not frustration,
Not control, but sell-reliance.
Independence, not compliance.
Not rebuff, but education.
Self-respect, not resignation.
Free us from a mean subjection.
From a bureaucrat protection.
Let's forget the old-time slavers;
Give us fellowship, not favours;
Encouragement, not prohibitions.
Homes, not settlements and missions.
We need love, not overlordship,
Grip of hand, not whip-hand ward-

ship;
Opportunity, that places
White and black on equal basis.
You dishearten, not defend us,
Circumscribe, who should befriend us.
Give us welcome, not aversion,
Give us choice and not coercion,

-Status, not discrimination,
Human rights, not seregation.
You who rival Roman Pontius,
Make us proud, not colour-conscious:
Give the break you still deny us,
Give goodwill, not bigot bias,
Brave ambition, no prevention,
Confidence, not condescension;
Give incentive, not restriction,
Give us Christ, not crucifixion.
Though baptised and blessed and

Bibled
We are still tabooed and libelled.
You devout Salvation-sellers.
Make us neighbours, not fringe-

dwellers;
Make us mates, not poor relations.
Citizens, not serfs on stations.
Must we native Old Australians
In our own land rank as aliens?
Banish bans and conquer caste.
Then we'll win our own at last.

I recommend the pleas of the charter
to all. The grandparents of these people
wvere In Australia before our own.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
The honourable member's time has expired.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) (11.38 a.m.,:
There arc just a few remarks I wish to
make on this vote. First I would like
to draw the attention of the minister to
a couple of matters in relation to the Wil-
son School. about which I have made a
considerable number of inquiries, both
of the Minister and of the department
by question and by letter.

The last reply I received from the Min-
ister was to the effect that a school would
be provided if funds were available In this

financial year. After the amount of cor-
respondence that has passed between my-
self and the Minister and his department,
one could surely have expected, as a mat-
ter of courtesy, that the Minister would
give some indication whether the depart-
ment had decided it would proceed with
the school; and whether in fact it would
be ready by the next school year.

To my amazement it was aL month or
six weeks after the letter had been sent
to the shire council on this matter that
I discovered a report on it in the minutes
of the shire council which came to hand.
I consider that to be most discourteous on
the part of the Minister and his depart-
ment. It was most discourteous of both
the Minister and his department not to
have advised me on this matter, particu-
larly after the representations I had made
in relation to the Wilson School.

The last intimation I received was not
clear as to whether or not the school would
be built;- and had I not read the item
in the minutes of the shire council, I
would still have been as much in the air
as I was Previous to the statements and
the replies given by the Minister in rela-
tion to this matter.

Another point on which I would like
to touch is that of five-year high schools.
I think the Education Department should
set a timetable to which five-year high
schools should work. This would be fat,
better than for the department to say it
will increase the number of five-year high
schools when sufficient students become
available. The department must know
what the position is; and it must know
when such schools are necessary. It must
have this information well in advance.

With the trends in secondary education
which are followed by students nowadays,
the position should be quite clear, and
concise, so far as the department is con-
cerned. If the department said what,
in a certain number of years, the target
for our five-year high schools will be, it
would stop a lot of crazy thinking on the
part of parents as to why thils facility
should not be made available immediately.

This information should be put con-
cisely. It would be far better if the de-
partment did that, rather than say that
it will extend five-year high schools when
the number of students warrants such ex-
tension. The department surely knows
when it is desirable for a high school to
be changed to a five-year high school.

The member for Victoria Park mentioned
teachers' .,alaries. I have taken this mat-
ter up previously, and despite the fact
that wve are told teachers are well treated,
and get This, that. and the other, the
plain fact is that on many occasions when
adjustments are made as a result of rises
in salaries, there is a tremendous backlog
to be caught up with.
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That is an unreasonable approach to
the question. When increases are granted
to teachers in this State the adjustments
to their salaries should be made as soon
as practicable, and it is unjust for the de-
partment to hold up the increases. This
is as unjust as the method adopted by the
Taxation Department, which holds up the
refunds of taxpayers until the following
financial year.

The member for Victoria Park quoted
from the report of the Auditor-General,
and that officer appears to be dissatisfied
with the method of effecting and adjust-
ing pay increases to teachers. I suggest,
as I did last year, that the Minister give
a very close look at the possibility of re-
organising the pay system of the depart-
ment, so that teachers will be able to re-
ceive increases shortly after they are
granted.

In my electorate there are a fair num-
ber of schools, and the number seems to
be adequate. However, some amenities
are lacking. I have placed a question on
the notice paper for today seeking In-
formation in respect of a particular school,
and I am waiting with interest to her
the reply.

Many primary schools are initially built
with two or three classrooms, but gradu-
ally the number is increased. The toilet
facilities originally built do not keep up
with the increase in school accommoda-
tion. Some primary schools have been
increased to such an extent that they
now accommodate 800 pupils. With the
constant use of the toilet facilities, the con-
ditions become very unsatisfactory and
uinsavoury. I have received complaints
from a few headmasters of primary schools
on this aspect, because their schools have
grown from small to large ones. The Edu-
cation Department should pay close at-
tention to this matter.

It Is wrong to expect district supervisors
to make special representations on such
matters. Af ter all, they are appointed to
look after the teaching staff, and to ensure
a sufficient number of teachers. Another
section in the department should be
formed with the object of examining the
requirements of latrines and toilet faci-
lities at schools, particularly schools which
are growing rapidly. If that suggestion is
adopted then the headmasters and parents
and citizens' organisations will not be re-
quired to make constant complaints to
the department. By that means the at-
tention of the department is focused on
these facilities. Lack of toilet facilities
is particularly evident in schools estab-
lished in State Housing Commission
centres. Usually a large number of
students attend the local school after such
a centre is developed.

The department appears to have kept
abreast with the supply of a sufficient num-
ber of teachers to the schools. The posi-
tion is not the same in the other States.

because supply teachers and others are
called on extensively by the departments.
I would like to see the good standard and
the adequate number of teachers in West-
ern Australia being retained. The depart-
ment has become far more selective in
the appointment of teachers.

Without reflecting on the standard of
the supply teachers engaged by the de-
partment some years ago, some of the
higher officers, such as headmasters, have
indicated that there is a considerable dif-
ference in the standard of the teachers
employed at the present time, compared
with that of those employed a few years
ago. In past years the department got
by with the supply teachers wvho were
available; although they were good
teachers, they were not of the standard
or calibre of those now engaged by the
department, as a result of the selective
policy which has been adopted.

It is a very good aim to keep the stan-
dard of the teachers high, particularly as
I have been informed there is a surplus
in this State. It is now possible for the
department in very quick time to call on
200 or 300 supply teachers listed in its
records. That is a very good feature; be-
cause. with a sudden influx of students
in any particular district, the department
would be able to appoint a sufficient num-
ber of teachers.

Furthermore, when an epidemic breaks
out, such as the influenza epidemic this
year. the department will be able to over-
come the difficulty when many teachers
become ill. With the number of supply
teachers available the department was able
to engage some of them for a short period
to replace teachers who were ill. The
supply teachers living in the district of a
school are generally aware of the curricu-
lum of the various classes, and they would
be able to continue along the lines set out
by the department.

In conclusion, I ask the Minister to keep
a careful watch on the toilet facilities of
primary schools, particularly in districts
which are growing.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [11.47 a.m.]: I
want to refer firstly to the vote of the
Department of Native Welfare, and sec-
ondly to the vote of the Education De-
partment. In connection with native wel-
fare I asked some questions in this House
recently about the establishment of native
reserves in the metropolitan area, but I
was informed by the Minister there were
none. I also asked him why the depart-
ment had not arranged accommodation for
our natives in the metropolitan area. As
far as I have been given to understand,
no particular arrangements have been
made but the department is prepared to
co-operate when requested to do so.

In this morning's Thre West Australian
a letter appeared in which a Mr. Bignell
wanted to know why the natives of this
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country have not been organised to take
part in the Empire Games. Someone
could have taken the Initiative in West-
ern Australia, through the Department of
Native Welfare, to inciuda some of these
unfortunate and underprivileged people
in our community-the original inhabit-
ants of Australia-in our Games team. No
doubt the overseas visitors and competi-
tors are expecting to see some native Auls-
trallans among the Australian teams.

It appears that neither the Department
of Native Welfare nor those interested In
the welfare of natives have made any
special effort to include members of our
native population in the Australian teams
in marches. Some of the finest athletes
in Australia came from native families.
Some of our best footballers, footrunners,
high jumpers, swimmers, and athletes are
natives; and it is strange that none of
them have been included in the Games
team on this occasion.

There is at present a native settlement
in the metropolitan area-Allawah Grove.
Apart from this settlement and the huts
which were made available to our native
population through the efforts of the
Minister for Housing in the previous Gov-
ernment (Mr. Graham) nothing has been
done and they have been left to fenid for
themselves. The department should have
stepped up its activities in this regard.
particularly in the last few months, in
view of the fact that natives are to be
given the right to become enrolled. The
department should be taking some initia-
tive to see that these people are educated.
But what do we find? Virtually speaking
there is nothing being done at Allawab
Grove to educate the adult natives.

We have been told that farmers are
short of mechanics and people to drive
their tractors and motor vehicles on their
farms. There is an ideal opportunity for
the people at Ailawah Grove to be edu-
cated through adult education classes to
improve their standard of education and
their knowledge of motor vehicles generally
in order that they might be of service to
the farmers and to the economy of West-
ern Australia. These people are always
looking for employment and this would
be an ideal way to give it to them.

What is the actual situation? A num-
ber of church supporters have organised
a kindergarten, which is doing a very fine
job. Another man is privately conducting
public speaking classes, and last week he
held a graduation ceremony at Allawah
Grove. A group of citizens is conducting
a library, and another group is doing some-
thing to look after the people there. it
appears to me that this work should be
done by the Native Welfare Department.

I know that members could ask me
what I did when I was Minister. I did try
to spearhead something by establishing a
native couple in a small shop in order
to teach them the rudiments of business.

I had the feeling from the outset that the
venture would be a failure, and It was.
But at least they received a little educa-
tion and fortunately there was not a big
loss. However, if the Government had
continued to take an interest in that type
of venture and organised them, these
people would have become educated.

Natives now have the right to enrol to
elect members of Parliament. Greater
activity must be undertaken by the de-
partment in that particular area to edu-
cate natives. They come from all over
Western Australia, because that is the
centre. The Minister might not know this,
but the Government over 40 years ago
decided to establish a. centre there for
natives. It is true thatj during the war
the R.A.A.P. and the army took over the
area for defence purposes; but the original
conception was that it was to be used for a
native reserve. This was decided because
the sergeant of police in Guildford some
50 years ago was asked by the residents
of the Guildford electorate and the sur-
rounding districts to establish a centre.

The reserve was ultimately returned to
the Native Welfare Department by the
Civil Aviation Department under a sort of
"We may want It tomorrow" arrangement,
As far as I can see, the Government is not
trying to plan anything for the future of
these unfortunate people in the metropoli-
tan area.

Again someone might ask, "What did you
do when you were Minister?" I will tell
members what I did. I took the risk of
upsetting all my electors by purchasing
approximately five acres of land in order
to establish a proper reserve for these
people and in order that there might be
land available for houses when the de-
partment saw fit to build them. But, as
far as I can see the situation, because an
officer of the department did not take
this step, there Is a boycott on that area
by the department.

The five acres to which I have referred
comprises the highest area in the Beech-
boro district and is ideally suited for
houses for the native people. It is on the
fringe of the community and would not in-
terfere with the white people. Yet nothing
has been done, simply because, in my opini-
on, an officer of the department did not
take the initiative. I, as a Minister, took
the Initiative because the road board was
bulldozing mia. mias and bits of humples
the natives had in the road board area.

The fact remains that the Native Wel-
fare Department could be told to vacate
Allawah Grove tomorrow, and yet it is
not doing anything about the situation.
These people are as much entitled as any-
one to come to the metropolitan area to
see their friends, to see the bright lights,
to see the decorations, and to attend the
Empire Games: and yet what previsions
have been made in order that they might
do so? A lot of these natives have been
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educated at missions so that they might
take their place in social activities. They
want to be in the picture. They do not
want to be segreated. They wish to be
associated with the white people.

While I know that the Minister is doing
a certain amount to carry on the good
work started by the previous Minister (the
late Mr. Perkins) not sufficient is being
done at Allawah Grove. I have a right to
talk about Allawah Grove for two reasons:
Firstly, it is the centre which was estab-
lished about 50 years ago; and, secondly,
Allawah Grove is in my electorate and I
am expected, as the member for the dis-
trict, to do something about the situation,
even if no other member wants to do so.
I am prepared to do something because I
know that some very fine citizens could
come from Allawah Grove in a few years'
time if they were given the right oppor-
tunities.

Only yesterday I ascertained that one
of the finest chaps I know was informed
that he could not be given employment
in the Government railways. This man
comes from Allawab Grove and he was
told this despite the fact that he has a
good record with the department, because
he did work there before. I am referring
to Des Davis who was a very fine footballer.
As a matter of fact four or five years ago0
he was carried off the Sublaco football
ground for his magnificent football dis-
play. He was employed at the Midland
junction Workshops until recently when
he left to do a special course on educa-
tion at the University. Despite all this
Mr. D. May. M.L.A.. received a letter, which
I saw yesterday, from the Minister stating,
through the Minister for Railways, that
he could not be given a job in the work-
shops. What is wrong with the Govern-
ment?

Mr. Graham: Don't you know?
Mir. BRADY: Does a Labor Govern-

ment have to do everything for these
people? Has the present Government
nio interest in them? The natives face
just as; many problems as the white
people when they are trying to rear
families. Three times last night a family
came seeking an emergency ration to help
them through a time of trouble. At half-
past six this morning my doorbell was
ringing, because a native family which
had fallen on some temporary emergency
was seeking help. These matters should
be attended to by the Native Welfare De-
partment.

I want to emphasise the situation at
Allaxvah Grove. I do not want to be too
critical of the Minister because I feel he
is sympathetic; but he will have to be more
sympathetic and do something construc-
tive. Do not let private citizens do every-
thing, because there is a limit to what they
can do. People have a right to ask what
is being done. As I have said, the farmers
are always wanting people to drive their
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motor vehicles, their tractors, and their
bulldozers; and this is an ideal opportun-
ity for the native people to be educated
in order that they may take on this work.

I do not want to say any more about
native welfare matters. I think I have
said sufficient to make the Minister realise
that more interest has to be taken in Alsa-
wab Grove. We must remember that these
people are human beings and they want
to be treated the same as the white people.
I hope that one day we will have a native
member of Parliament pleading for what
the native people want, as I am doing
today. The Minister and his department
must realise that these native people must
not be lef t out on a limb and used as
cheap labour.

It amazes me to hear new Australians
say they are employing these people for
£7 and £8 a week when they should be
getting union wages. I cannot speak too
strongly on this question. I am not blam-
ing the Minister personally, but someone
is falling down an the job. The authorities
cannot see the opportunities offering.

For years the natives were scattered all
over the metropolitan area including Fre-
mantle, Claremont, Shenton Park, and the
back of Beechboro, and Bassendean, and
the excuse was that it was not possible to
get them together and organise them.
But today they are organised. Even the
Save the Children Fund has had to
put on an officer to look after the in-
terests of the children, whereas someone
from the Department of Native Welfare
should be doing the job. I do not want
to dilate unnecessarily on this question.
but I wish to emphasise the problem which
someone 'will have to look at.

Let me now deal with a different matter
which is equally important but which con-
cerns another department. For years we
have been told that the minimum area
for an infants' school is five acres; for a
primary school, 10 acres; and for a high
school, 25 acres.

There are two schools in my area which
have neither five acres nor four acres. One
is a primary school; and the other was an
infants' school. One was recently changed.
I1 think it only had 2J acres, and it was
changed from an infants' school to a
primary school. The buildings were im-
proved and additional ones built, and the
area was reduced. That has been going
on for five or six years. The department
keeps on saying, "We are trying to arrange
this and that," yet the children are con-
fined to a small area, and there is no acti-
vity in the department to see that proper
grounds are provided.

I know there is an area of land in Mor-
rison Road outside the primary school that
could be bought tomorrow and filled in,
but the department evidently expects the
local authority to do it. However, I think
it is the department's responsibility and
not that of the local Authority. I would
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like the Minister to have a look at the
position. I am getting tired of writing,
and so is the Parents and Citizens' Asso-
ciation.

An almost identical set of circum-
stances applies to the Guildford State
School. The P. & C. is trying to do a job
for the children, but is being frustrated.
The school has a small ground about
one acre in extent with certain buildings
on it. The department put new buildings on
the ground and thus reduced the available
area. Again the P. & C. said, "Why can't
some of the river flat be taken?" The de-
partment said, "No; it is not possible."
What tommyrot, Mr. Minister! The
Guildford Grammar School-a modern
private school, which is nearby-has about
30 acres of river flat which provides the
best playing ground in the metropolitan
area. Yet the Education Department says
the river flat Is not sufitable.

Even the department itself, two years
ago, bought 25 acres of river flat like that
for the Governor Stirling Hi1gh School for
a recreation ground. Yet the Guildford
State School P. & C. has been told the
river flat is not suitable for that school.

I hope the Minister will ask his officers
to be more practical and not to let the
Minister down by making- the stupid state-
ment that river flats are not suitable when,
in fact, the department is paying up to
£150 an acre for river flats for the Gover-
nor Stirling High School; and the Guild-
ford Grammar School has, on Its river
flats, playing fields the equal of anything
in Western Australia.

Another matter I wish to discuss is
crosswalks. I know the Traffic Depart-
ment and the Transport Department say
we must have a pedestrian-vehicle con-
flict of about 40,000 before we can get a
crosswalk. If that principle were carried
out consistently I would be prepared to
back it up; but I do not think that is the
case. I emphasise that there are two or
three places where I consider there is not
a 40,000 pedestrian-vehicle conflict, but
where there are crosswalks.

I do not want to krep on referring to
those places, but I do want to draw atten-
tion to the fact that children in the metro-
politan area attending State and convent
schools must have greater protection from
vehicular traffic. The State school at
Bellevue has been trying to get a crosswalk
but has been told that the pedestrian-
vehicle conflict Is not sufficient to justify
one. The Eden Hill School has been told
the same thing, and so has the Bassendean
State School.

I want to emphasise that if the Govern-
ment is going to pursue the idea of having
part-time traffic officers to look after the
children crossing roads to school, I hope
the schools to which I have referred in the
eastern suburbs wil be given some atten-
tion by the department and that they will
not have to wait until honorary officers

are made available in all the other suburbs
before anything is done for them. I want
to see more adequate u~rotection provided
for children going to schools in my elec-
torate.

In conclusion, I want to say that the
kindergarten movement at the moment is
alarmed because of its expenses, and it
feels the Government should assist to a
greater extent. In fact. there is a ten-
dency now for the kindergarten movement
to advocate that the department should
pay greater fees.

Only a fortnight ago I went to a show,
and a member of the committee of the
Bassendean Kindergarten buttonholed me
for five or 10 minutes to emuphasise that
they could not afford to pay the increase
which is required. I believe they are pay-
ing about 12s. 6d. a week for each child
attending the Kindergarten for half a day
-not a full day-and now they are told
they will have to pay more.

Kindergarten teachers do not get the
same conditions as the State school
teachers; nor do they get the same privi-
leges in regard to holidays and matters of
that description. I understand some
kindergarten teachers da not get the same
pay as State school teachers.

I know the Minister has great calls on
the Education Vote, and I know he will
probably find it difficult to assist these
people. The vote has gone up from about
£10.25 million in the last 12 months to
about £11.25 million, plus the amount for
the University. Unfortnately, whether we
like it or not, the position is somewhat
like that of women frequenting bowling
clubs--social conditions are changing and
the women in the metropolitan area, and
probably those in country areas to Some
extent, are being educated along the lines
that kindergartens will now look after
their children. They will be looking to
the Government to help them in respect
of the extra payments which the kinder-
gartens are going to try to collect from
the parents of children who attend.

It may be that the Minister will be able
to come to an arrangement whereby these
people can be assisted in some way even
though they cannot be assisted financially.
I thought I would emphasise that point
because I have been asked to do so.

There is no other matter I wish to touch
on. The native welfare and education
questions that I have referred to have been
causing me concern for some weeks, and
I have been looking forward to dealing
with them on the Estimates. I hope the
Minister will have a look at the position
at Allawah Grove with a view to doing
something there; and, above all. I ask him
not to wait until the Civil Aviation Depart-
ment tells his department that it has to
move out of Allawah Grove, but to do
something now in the metropolitan area so
that those people can be given assistance
in regard to education and housing; and
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I would also like the Minister to have a
look at the problems concerning play-
grounds for the Morrison Road School and
the Guildford State School.

MR. GAYFER (Avon) [12.10 p.mn.): I
have listened with interest this morning
to the members who have spoken on the
Education Vote, and I am pleased to say
that the debate is truly a parliamentary
one in the spirit that I think should be
shown, in that it has been non-political.
It seems to me the conclusion can be
drawn that we are all extremely concerned
with the welfare of our children and that
they should be provided with better facili-
ties for their education.

It also occurred to me that not one
speaker was pushing his barrow at the
expense of anyone else. Each was
genuinely concerned at obtaining the best
from the amount of money available under
the Education Vote, though all of us would,
of course, like to handle it ourselves and
spend it on the improvement of educa-
tion in our own districts. I do not, there-
fore, intend to talk on this as a district
affair, but I raise it more as a matter per-
taining to all the agricultural areas in the
State.

As far as schools in the agricultural dis-
tricts are concerned, we who represent
those districts are not in the fortunate
position in which the member for Beeloo
finds himself. He stated that his electorate
was fairly well provided with schools. In
the country areas some of our schools are
far from adequate. What is more, the
schools which do exist do not reach the
same standard as those in the metropolitan
area. Why should not we who reside
in the country areas, and who do so much
to assist in the progress and welfare of
Western Australia by way of boosting
our export trade and in many other ways,
receive the same return per medium
of educational facilities as those who reside
in the metropolitan area? I mention the
member for Victoria Park, who complains
of the lack of tennis courts in his area.
I appreciate his concern, but I wish it was
all I had to worry about. What about
applying the same standard to the schools
in the country areas?

Our children are of paramount import-
ance to us. Why should we, when they
reach 13 years of age, more or less have
to send them away from home in order
that they can receive an adequate school-
ing? We have no desire to send them
away to colleges and high schools in the
metropolitan area; in fact, it breaks the
hearts of many farmers, their wives, and
other agricultural residents to part with
their children at that age. Further, some
cannot afford to educate their children
in this way. However, they feel obliged
to send them to colleges and high schools
to get a better standard of education in
subjects such as chemistry, physics, agri-
cultural science, domestic science, and

so on, which subjects are not available at
most country schools, but all of which are
necessary for matriculation.

How are we-with the schools and the
restricted teaching provided for us in the
agricultural areas-going to educate our
boys to become efficient farmers, and our
daughters to become efficient wives of,
perhaps, other farmers? Why cannot
children in country schools-inadequate
as they are-be educated in subjects. that
will prove useful to a prospective farmer-
subjects such as bookkeeping, woolciassing,
welding, mechanics, or any others that
will assist the welfare of the farmer?

Some people laugh and say, "Why is it
necessary for your children to have these
educational facilities?" In reply, I would
point out that modern farming is big
business, and it is necessary for our suc-
cessors to be educated in a variety of
subjects that will assist them to manage
a farm efficiently. I want to see children
receive a better standard of education in
our country schools, with the object of
increasing their efficiency and knowledge
and keeping them employed on the farms
and assisting them eventually to acquire
farms of their own. But where are they
to get such an education? They will get
it only from the farmers who employ them.
However, it is not every farmer who is
anxious to educate his employees in farm-
ing practices on expensive machinery or
expensive stock.

All the subjects at present taught are
based on the elementary subjects of
mathematics and English. It would cer-
tainly help if bookkeeping were taught in
schools in the country, but there arc
many other subjects which could be
taught to our children which would assist
them in farming and country life in later
years. For example, another subject of
which they need some knowledge is sur-
veying. We want to keep our farms where
they are now; we do not want the soil
to run down the creeks. We are anxious
for our children to preserve the land in
Its present condition and to know how
to improve on the mistakes of their
fathers.

For instance, at the present time in the
country schools the pupils are provided-
in most cases by the parents and citizens'
associations-with small sixpenny pieces
of wood which enable them to build only a
few blocks: not sufficient to give them the
true elements of woodcraft to further their
education in shed building, yard building.
and the like that they will find so neces-
sary in later years. In our schools we need
teachers with initiative, know-how, and
ability to give children a proper and useful
education for their eventual status in
country life. We want our girls to have
a smattering of domestic science.

In our district the Education Depart-
ment did not construct the domestic
science building. We put it up ourselves
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and provided gas and other facilities so
that our girls can gain some knowledge
of domestic science to enable them to
become efficient wives and mothers, and
to rear their children in a proper manner.
We are not keen to see uur girls and boys
growing up lacking a Proper education.
We want them to have the best education.
But why do we have to send them away
to colleges and other schools in the met-
ropqlitan area to get it?

Why should we have to send them away
from our homes? Why should a mother
have to say to her daughter, or to her
son, "You are 13 now, and in order that
you may gain a better education you will
have to leave us and board in a college
or some other school in Perth and visit
us during your school holidays. Thien,
when You matriculate at 17 years of age
You can come back home, where, in all
probability, you will not be able to use
what you have been taught and will have
to be sent away to another job, and then
possibly get married."? In total, all we
see of our children is possibly 13 years
of their life; and, as a father, I do not
relish that very much.

I even know of schools in my electorate
which have no washing facilities. The
member for Beeloo spoke of the toilet
facilities that are provided in the schools
in his electorate, but the schools in
our district are still served with the
pan system. Admittedly we have not an
adequate water supply to install a septic
tank system at all places; but surely there
is some way whereby the existing system
could be improved and the flies elimin-
ated by the installation of dry flush sys-
tems.

We hear many complaints from people
in the metropolitan area that flies are
responsible for this and that; but let them
go into the bush, where they will see
myriads of flies around the conveniences,
and then they will have something to
complain about, because the toilet con-
ditions in some country districts are really
appalling.

I am sorry I have had to talk in this
vein, because I feel the Minister for Edu-
cation really tries to expend the greatly-
reduced amount of money which is avail-
able as equitably as possible throughout
the State to the best of his ability. He
has listened to me speak on this subject
in his office previously, and he has always
given me a very tolerant hearing. At the
same time I always come away with his
voice ringing in my ears saying that there
is not enough money to go around. The
answer is, of course, for more money to be
made available for the country to install
better toilet and other facilities in our
schools so that our children can have the
type of education they really need and
receive it under suitable conditions. I will
close on that note.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn)
(12.17 p.m.]: Some of the remarks of the
previous speaker are rather illuminating.
I have a vivid recollection that when I had
the honour to be the Minister for Educa-
tion for some years, the members of the
party to which the member for Avon be-
longs, and the members of the Liberal
Party, roundly condemned the then Gov-
ernment because of the lack of educational
facilities which has just been mentioned
by the member for Avon.

I have a vivid recollection of unmitigated
criticism by the then members of the Op-
position against the Government because
of the number of schools that wvere still
served with a Pan system, and the criti-
cism continued despite the fact that the
then Government, with a limited amount
of finance, was trying to remedy the posi-
tion.

Mr. Lewis: You do not know what strides
have been made since then.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister for
Education can reply in a moment. We
were also roundly condemned at that time
by the then members of the Opposition be-
cause of the lack of facilities in schools
in agricultural areas, despite the fact
that, here again, the Education Depart-
ment was trying to introduce educational
systems with an agricultural bias, and in
regard to which I think the member for
Avon is on the right track.

Some little time ago this Government
introduced a Bill to bring about collabora-
tion among local authorities so that finance
could be made available for the pan system
in schools to be discarded and septic tanks
installed. I cannot recall which areas had
their schools inadequately served by the
pan system; and if such a system is still
operating in the Avon Valley electorate
there may be some reason for it.

Mr. Gayfer: Oh Yes!
Mr. W. HEGNEY: The point is that when

Government members were in opposition
they did not miss any opportunity to cas-
tigate the Government for some of its al-
leged shortcomings. From 1954 to 1959 the
Government of the day did everything pos-
sible to alleviate such deficiencies in
schools, especially in the country areas. T
have a recollection of being at the open-
ing of the Narrogin Agricultural High
School, and since then finance has been
made available to provide more accom-
modation at that school. A similar posi-
tion exists at the Demark Agricultural
High School. Difficulties will be encoun-
tered there for quite a time. I have no
doubt about that.

I know that when the previous Govern-
ment was short of finance for the construc-
tion of classrooms--that Government did
not have the amount of money which is
available at the present time-it was faced
with the task of providing hundreds of
classrooms. At that particular time we
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had to mortgage future loan moneys to
meet the requirements: and the Leader
of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader
will agree with me when I say that quite
a number of classrooms were built on the
delayed payment system. The following
financial year interest had to be paid on
that money and the contractors had to
be paid for the buildings they had erected.

I recollect that on one occasion the Gov-
ernment was faced with the alternatives
of spending certain moneys on water sup-
plies or building classrooms, and the Gov-
ernment of the day decided in regard to
loan funds that the emphasis would be
placed on classrooms. Therefore, an extra
amount of money was made available to
me as Minister for Education and a lesser
amount was given to the Minister for
Works and Water Supplies. I mention
that in order to indicate that it does not
matter what Government Is in office, so
far as education is concerned, under the
present system of finance there will always
be a lag between the amount of money
-necessary and the amount of money avail-
able to the Government.

The Minister for Education, when he
introduced his estimates, gave an indica-
tion of the Progressive reduction in the
size of classes. That is all to the good and
I am not criticising it. I hope the time
will not be too far distant when the prim-
ary schools will have classes of 40; and
secondary schools, 30. For -a period of
years the size of classes In primary schools
averaged around 46; and as time went on
emphasis was placed on the necessity for
providing high school or secondary school
accommodation. The increase in the num-
ber of primary school students and high
school students is far less today than It
was three or four years ago because what
was called "the post-war bulge" has been
to a certan extent overcome. But, I re-
peat, there will be for some years a short-
age of finance available to the Minister for
Education to meet all education require-
ments.

It is true that the amount provided in
the estimates for the current year shows
a substantial increase on that provided
last year; but here again the Minister
stated that Most of that increase will be
absorbed in increased salaries, and no-one
will quibble with that. However, as time
goes on-and as envisaged by the member
for Avon-the amount of money from rev-
enue available to the Education Depart-
ment will have to be increased to provide
for the transport of schoolchildren in
country areas.

I recall-I think it was about seven years
ago-that the amount of money expended
by the department on the transport of
children to the consolidated schools and
primary schools was in the vicinity of
£800,000. The estimate now is £1,017,000.
I have no doubt that the gradual Increase

in costs of motor tranipsort and the extra
taxes that have to be paid by contractors
wvill have a tendency to increase the
amount of money provided in the estimates.

I am sure the member for Avon would
be the last person to suggest that there
should be any reversion to the old type of
country primary school education. I think
that would be impracticable for the de-
partment; and I do not think the Govern-
ment would be able to countenance a re-
version to any extent to the old system of
country primary education whereby there
would be a one-teacher school in every
little town or centre throughout the
country.

The roads have been improved, although
there is still room for improvement on
some. The Minister knows that the roads
over which the school buses travel must
conform to a certain standard; and there
is co-operation between the Government
and the local authorities in this regard.

There will be no reversion to the old type
of school, as that would be a retrograde
step. I do not think it would be in the
interests of the children for us to go back
to the position where the average country
school was attended by 10 to 20 children.
At the Present time some inconvenience
may be caused to parents, and possibly
some small hardships in the case of the
Younger children. However, despite these
disadvantages, the present system of edu-
Cation in the Country should continue, as
children can thereby enjoy social inter-
course: and there is greater competition
among the children. The standard of
teaching has been raised, and we should
not countenance a reversion to the old type
of country education.

I suppose there was some substance in
the argument of the member for Avon in
regard to agricultural bias. But whatever
is done, space has been annihilated and one
can travel from Corrigin to Perth in about
three hours, and from Albany to Perth In
about five hours. As a matter of fact,
Carnarvon used to be considered as being
an isolated town in the north-west, but
one can travel from Perth to that town in
about 10 hours over 600 miles of bitumen
road.

While a certain emphasis should be
Placed on education in the country, there
is no doubt that primary producers will
have to face the difficulty of getting their
children to stay-to use the old expression
-down on the farm. Not all girls want
to be farmers' wives; and they are going
in for teaching and nursing. A great num-
ber of country girls are attending the
Teachers' Training College, and will con-
tinue to do so.

Often the young men who reach the
secondary stage desire to become members
of a Profession; and it is incumbent upon
the parents to put up with some sacrifice.
They cannot dodge it. I suggest that
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irrespective of what is done in country
areas it will still be necessary for a num-
ber of parents to send their children away
to board: and in this connection we have
developed a system of high school hostels.

I would like the Minister to tell me, if
possible, when the new technical college
will be built. The area at the James Street
School has been ear-marked: and plans
were being developed for the Purpose of
a multi-storeyed building. Whether the
Government proposes to proceed with those
plans I do not know.

Over the years a system of trade schools
has been established, such as the motor
school at Carlisle, the iron trades school
at Wembley. and the woodworking school
at Leederville. Everyone realises there is
a growing need for technical colleges. In
due course it is intended that the St.
George's Terrace property will be vacated
entirely. I should like to know whether
the Minister can supply any information
as to what stage these matters have
reached.

I do not expect the Government to
make a decision overnight, because I am
aware of some of the Problems attendant
on what I am now going to mention. I
have been asked to make reference to this
matter. I do not want to pass the buck
to the Government or to criticise the Gov-
ernment unduly: but recently approaches
were made to me by the Parents and citi-
zens' association of the Thart Hill High
School to obtain from the Government an
indication of whether or not it would be
possible to financially assist the construc-
tion of a swimming Pool. However, the
Government decided it was impracticable,
due to the pressure on finance which was
available, and because of other aspects of
education: and it could not guarantee the
construction of the Pool or to assist in
the construction financially. Now the
Thart Hill High School has gone ahead
with finding its own guarantors, and the
swimming pool is an accomplished fact.

I have no doubt there are other high
schools in the metropolitan area and in
country districts which require swimming
pools, and representations will be made
to the Government to assist financially in
the construction of such swimming pools.
I am sure that the Government of the day
will have to give consideration to the rep-
resentations which are likely to be made.

I wish to congratulate the staff of the
Education Department on the work they
are doing. Surveys are made towards the
end of each year of the intake of students
at various schools; and those surveys are
pretty nearly correct in assessing the num-
ber of children who are likely to attend
a particular school in the following Feb-
ruary. I would like to express apprecia-
tion to the physical education branch of
the department for the wonderful work it
is, doing in conducting swimming classes.

Children who attend State and private
schools pay a nominal amount of a few
shillings; and wherever there is a swim-
ming pool which conforms to certain
hygienic principles, the Education De-
partment sets up swimming classes. I have
seen a couple of swimming pools at Apple-
cross. It is remarkable how effective is
the organisation involved, and I have been
impressed by the co-operation which exists
between teachers, parents, and children.
It is a wonderful thing that so many of
our children can each year be taught to
swim. It is a wonderful asset.

The member for F'remantle referred to
the teaching of languages. The Director
of Education has made some overseas trips.
Some teachers travel overseas during
their vacation period, and others go over-
seas on what is called the exchange or
grant system. I have no doubt that as
time goes on consideration will have to
be given to adjustments being made in
connection with the teaching of certain
languages and of certain subjects.

Coming nearer home. I should like to
tell the Minister that I had the pleasure
of laying the foundation stone of the Tuart
Hill High School about seven years ago.
This year there are about 1,800 children
attending that school. The position is that
boys and girls who live within approxi-
mately a quarter of a mile of the Tuart
Hill High School are obliged to go to the
Subiaco High School or to the Modern
School. The distance these children would
have to travel would, I know, be only about
four or five miles.

I do not wish to trespass on the pre-
serve of the member for Balcatta, but I
understand a high school is to be built in
the Noflamara district. Most children who
attend the Tuart HLl High School come
from an area north of muart Hill. Those
children on the Mt. Hawthorn side are
obliged to travel to the Perth Technical
College. I would like to know when the
Minister envisages that the Mirrabooka
school will be commenced or when it is
likely to have an intake of students, as it
will relieve the situation which exists at
the Tmart Hill High School, and will cater
for children who live In those areas imme-
diately south and even to the east.

The Minister made a brief reference to
the position regarding the subsidy given
to native missions. I was Minister for
Native Welfare from 1953 to 1956, and I
was ably succeeded by the member for
Swan. I found that the subsidy given to
native missions was divided into three
categories. Some missions were getting 9s.
per week for each child, some were getting
10s. 6d. per week, and others 12s. 6d. per
week. However, institutions catering for
white children were receiving at that time,
I think, 23s. 6d. Per week. Being one who
believes in equality---especially where
children are concerned, be they black,
brown, brindle, or white-I thought that

2888



[Tursday, 15 November. 1962.] 2889

early steps should be taken to ensure that
there was some uniformity in the matter
of subsidising native institutions.

I found that the Lotteries Commission
was in the habit of providing subsidies to
institutions that catered for white child-
ren. Those institutions included Sister
Kate's Home and St. Joseph's Orphanage
at Subiaco. I decided that if it was good
enough for those institutions to receive
the subsidy, then it was good enough for
native missions to receive it also. Repre-
sentations were made to the Lotteries
Commission, and the commission agreed
to the proposal-and, I believe, rightly so.
Shortly afterwards, I ascertained that
there were a number of religious institu-
tions which were conducting missions, but
whose relligous beliefs precluded them
from accepting money from the Lotteries
Comission. I think that such Institutions
included the Church of Clurist Mission.
and the Methodist Mission at Moora. There
is a mission at Carnarvon and another one
at Roelands and a couple of other missions
whose religious beliefs precluded them
fromi accepting money from the com-
mission.

Representations were made by me to
the then Premier and Treasurer for the
Purpose of ensuring that no religious in-
stitution would be jeopardised, or placed
at an unfair disadvantage, because of its
religious beliefs. I suggested to the Treas-
urer that he might see fit to pay from
the Treasury to those institutions whose
religious beliefs prevented their partici-
pating in money from the Lotteries Com-
mission a sum equivalent to that paid to
institutions not so affected. The Treas-
urer was good enough to expedite the
matter and I would like to know whether
that has been carried on. I hope it has,
and I would be very surprised if it had
not been continued.

Mr. Brand: I know of no change.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: Thank you. The

present amount is 34s. 9d. from the sub-
sidy and 78. 6d. a head from the Lotteries
Commission.

Reverting to the matter of education-
and I suppose one could include the sub-
ject of native welfare in this question-I
have been asked by some of my electors
to ascertain, either from the Treasurer or
the Minister for Education, the position
regarding a subject which was raised by
a deputation from representatives of
churches to the Treasurer-I refer to fin-
ancial assistance for private schools.

I understand the Treasurer or the Min-
ister for Education indicated that an ap-
proach would be made to the Common-
wealth Government for the purpose of
-ascertaining whether that Government
.would do anything about granting a sum
of money as a subsidy to private schools.
I would like the Minister to give me some
informiation on that matter so that I
can pass it back to my constituents.

My final point is in connection with
native welfare, and in particular native
citizenship rights. The member for Swan
made certain remarks in regard to it. and
earlier in the session legislation was intro-
duced to remove one of the greatest social
barriers, to my way of thinking, that has
remained on the statute book for far too
long-the restriction in the Electoral Act
on those who are regarded as natives in
law. That restriction has now been re-
moved, but I submit that the time is
over-ripe for removing other barriers in
regard to our native people. I hope that
between now and the next session of
Parliament the Government will take all
steps necessary to examine the position
so that when Parliament next meets the
Government will be able to report that it
intends to introduce legislation to remove
all restrictions and any barriers In con-
nection with native citizenship rights.

Thousands of our native children are
being educated in State and private
schools, as well as in the missions, and
many of them have attained manhood and
womanhood. They have thinking propen-
sities, the same as we have, and that
there is a barrier to their obtaining full
citizenship is a blot on the Legislature
and the community generally. They are
people-human beings-the same as we
are, but simply because their skin is a
darker colour we allow these restrictions
to remain.

I appeal to the Minister for Native Wel-
fare to give close attention wc that aspect
between now and next session so that
when Parliament meets again legislation
will be introduced to remove the present
restrictions.

MR. WV. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [12.45
p.m.]: I want to say only a few words for
the purpose of the record. After hearing
the exposition of the member for Swan re-
garding native affairs, I believe something
should be said about what is being done
instead of being entirely critical about
the Department of Native Welfare. The
member for Swan seemed to consider the
department is doing little, if anything at
all, in regard to Allawah Grove.

Mr. Brady: In the way of education.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: He seemed to con-

demn the department.
Mr. Brady: In the way of education

only.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: That explains it

a little better. The honourable member
said natives should be taught farming. I
would suggest that Guildford is hardly the
place to teach natives farming. Let them
get out into the open areas, where they
can learn something about it.

However, my main point in rising was
to say it is easy to criticise the depart-
ment and expect it to do everything. In
my view that is the wrong attitude, not
only from our own angle but also from
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the Point of view of the natives themselves, who are really interested working together.
The spirit we have to engender amongst
the natives is a spirit of self-help. That
is not encouraged by the publicity that is
given to this matter. The good things
that are done for the natives are hardly
ever mentioned. All one reads and hears
about are things that are wrong, and criti-
cisms of the department, usually emanat-
ing from people who live in the city and
who do not know anything about the
natives. There is very little praise for
what is being done by the department.

I should like to quote an article from
the Native Welf are News, which is the of-
ficial publication of the Western Australian
Native Welfare Council. That article will
illustrate what I want to say. It is headed,
"Narrogin Reserve" and states--

On Saturday, 27th October, the
Minister, Hon. E. Lewis, declared
open a hall and community centre
at the Narrogin Native Reserve. Dur-
ing the past three years we have noted
a very pleasing co-operation between
the Native Welfare Department and
the Narrogin Native Welfare Citizens'
Committee. The Rotary Club and
other citizens of Narrogin were in-
terested and much good work by Dis-
trict Officer, Mr. W. Webster, and Wel-
fare Committee Secretary Harry
Willis, culminated in the opening of
this hall. About 20 neat, clean but
small, residences have now replaced the
ramshackle huts previously on the
reserve. The hall is nicely furnished
with large kitchen, electric ref rigera-
tor, radiogram, table tennis, darts and
several kindergarten tables and chairs.
The Minister in his speech promised
to consider the possibility of financial
assistance to help establish the kin-
dergarten.

After speeches by Mr. Wright Web-
ster. Mr. W. Manning, M.L.A., the
Mayor of Narrogin and Mr. Harry
Willis, a visiting aborigine from
Queensland, Mrs. IKath. Walker, was
invited to speak. In a few happy
words Mrs. Walker expressed pleasure
on behalf of "her people" at the facili-
ties now provided. She was a little
disappointed that no local aborigine
had come forward to take a part in
the official proceedings of the day but
expressed the wish that when next
she visited Narrogin (which might be
in 1963) there would be at least two
aborigines sitting on the official plat-
form.

Mr. Brady: That emphasises the point
I have been making.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I am with the
member for Swan in many of his ideas:
but the point I am bringing out is that
the first essential for helping natives is
to try to get them to help themselves, and
to have the local people working with
them. If it Is possible to get the people

and with the natives, both financially and
physically, the Native Welfare Department
is willing to come to the party. But to ask
the department to do everything is, in my
view, completely wrong from the natives'
point of view. To give the natives every-
thing simply makes beggars of them, and
encourages them to become beggars. Yet
we are trying to lift them up to become
citizens.

Unless there is hearty co-operation about
everything that is done we will not be suc-
cessful in lifting them up to the status we
want them to attain-full citizenship. On
the Narrogin reserve there is a council of
natives in charge of the reserve. At the
moment it is largely theoretical because
they are not trained to do these things,
but as we have a town council to take
charge of the town so those natives are
supposed to take charge of the reserve.
I will admit they have their deficiencies.
and shortcomings: but they are being
trained in the right way.

As soon as we are able to get the
natives to help us to help thenm we will
accomplish something. I wanted to record
that matter from the Native Wellfare News,
because I feel the Department of Native
Welfare does not get too many bouquets
thrown its way. We are always on its
wheel for some reason or another; but
there is no doubt that a great deal of good
does come out of that department.
Sitting suspended front 12.51 to 2.15 pi.

MR. TOMS (Bayswater) [2.15 p.m.]:
During this year I asked some questions
In this House relating to the Embleton
High School, and to the practice of plac-
ing students in schools which have not
been completed. This matter is of para-
mount importance to the welfare of the
children, and I understand similar in-
stances have occurred in the schools at
Swanbourne and other centres.

The high school at Embleton was sup-
posed to have been completed by the con-
tractor by the 9th February, 1962; but in
answer to a question in this House I
wvas informed by the Minister for Works
that the matter of penalties would be con-
sidered when the maintenance period
expired in April, 1962. 1 understand that
that school has just been completed.

During the first term of the school year,
and for part of the second term, the chil-
dren at the school had to put up with
the inconvenience and disability of the
noise created by the earth-moving
machines and concrete mixers used on
the construction of the school. Such
interruption is not in the bests interests
of the education of children.

During this session I asked the Minister
a question on this Point, and I sought
an assurance from him that such inter-
ruption would not occur again. I did
that in order to avoid the children who
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will attend the Cyril Jackson High School
being disturbed. The Minister was lath to
give me that assurance, and his reply was
a firmn "No". This is not a correct atti-
tude for the Minister to adopt. partlcu-
larly as one high school for girls in the
metropolitan area is to be vacated and
handed over to another Government de-
partment for accommodation.

During the year there appeared in the
newspaper a report In which the Police
Union and the Teachers' Union objected to
the closing of Perth Girls' School and the
shifting of the students prematurely to an
uncompleted school.

It is not sound economics to shift the
Police Department to the Perth Girls'
School as a temporary measure, and then
to shift the department again further
afield when the new Police buildings are
completed. The correct procedure would
be to retain the Perth Girls' School until
the completion of sufficient high schools.
The Police Department has remained in
Its present premises for many years. and
another year or two would not make very
much difference.

What concerns mue greatly is that the
education of the students attending other
schools could be ruined by placing them
into an uncompleted high school. I make
an appeal to the Minister to avoid the
shifting of students to new schools prema-
turely; if necessary, hep should cancel the
order directing the Pal ' ce Department to
move into the temporary accommodation
at the Perth Girls' Schaool. so that it can
be retained as a high school until com-
pleted school accommodation is available.
This is a fair enougin requeat, betcause mne
students In a high school, even a three-
year high school, have to undergo studies
up to the Junior grade, and they should
hr given every encoulragement in proper
surroundings, without inoise or interrup-
tion from workmen end machines.

During the Address-ini-Reply debate in
1957 1 referred to the need for greater
standardisation to be adopted In the cur-
riculum of our schools While I do not
advocate a rigid curriculum, 1 consider
there should be a greater degree of stan-
darisatton. One of the heads of the de-
partment took the trouble to read from
Hansard what I said in this House, and
In a most unusual way I received a com-
mnunication consisting of 11 foolscap pages
of closely-typed print indicating that
children in Carnarvon, Perth. and Bris-
bane did not require the same type of
education. That was the context of the
letter.

Mr. Lewis: Who was the letter from?
Mr. TOMS: The Deputy Director of

Education. I still have it in my possession.
and I shall use it when I find it expedient
to do so. It was amazing that a letter
such as that was sent to a member of
Parliament. I do not know of any Statute

which prevents people from travelling
around the State. If t is necessary for
families to travel from Carniarvon to
Perth, or vice versa, the same type of
education should be available to the child-
ten. They do not just stay in the district
in which they are born. That was the
type of answer I received when I mentioned
standardisation.

During his speech oil these estimates
the member for Mt. Hawthorn touched
upon co-operation. Here, I believe, is
where the Government departments could
learn a lesson and endeavour to do exactly
that. No doubt many cchools have similar
Problems to the school in my electorate.
I speak of the Embleton Primary School.
At that school an area has been set aside
for playgrounds. The school has a very
active parents and citizens' association.
and at the back of the school in what will
be the playground area there is a mound
on. one side and a hollow on the roadside,
which would contain suifficient material to
level the ground and g'et it ready for grass-
ing

I understand the narents and citizens'
association would be prepared to do that
part of the work if the ground could be
levelled. I believe the Main Roads Depart-
ment could be called in to co-operate with
the Education Department in regard to
this matter. Prom timae to time the Main
Roads Department purchases earth-moving
equipment and 1 bellevp there are grounds
where this equipment is tested. I am of
the opinion that the Main Roads Depart-
ment and the Plant and Mechanical Engi-
neers Department should take some of this
equipment to the school-ground, which
could be levelled during the processes of
testing.

it is strange that there is insufficient
co-operation between G-ivernment depart-
ments. I remember a faw years ago when
the local authority of which I am a mem-
ber wrote to various dens rtments in regard
to the cutting up of roads once they have
just been laid. This local authority sug-
gested that the departments concerned
might be able to advise the local authority
of their proposed works, but one woul~d
gather from the reply received that the
right hand did not know what the left
hand was doing-one department did not
know what the other was doing. I believe
more co-operation could be beneficial in
getting these jobs done.

In the case of the school which I have
just mentioned, the parents and citizens'
association is rather active and would be
prepared to grass the g-round and do the
necessary work; and encouragement should
be given to those people. I am not going
to say any more on education at this
stage, but I hope the Minister will take
notice of what I have stated and some
result will be forthcoming from my re-
marks.
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MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [2.26 p.m.]: I have a
matter which I desire to raise on this vote
In September of this year I drew the at-
tention of the Minister to the fact that
an international conference had been held
in Britain an the question of school build-
ings. The fact that that international con-
ference was being held emphasises the ima-
portance of this matter to all countries.
I wanted to know if Western Australia
had been represented; if Australia had
been represented, and who the representa-
tives were; and whether there was any
report of the conference and if an endeav-
our would be made to obtain such report.

The Minister replied that Western Aus-
tralia was not represented. He did not
know whether Australia was represented,
but he would endeavour to obtain a report
of the conference when it was available.
I desire to know whether the Minister took
any steps: and, if so what steps, to ascer-
tain whether Australia was represented,
and to see whether a report was available
and whether he has obtained the report. I
want to know this because I regard this
matter as of very considerable importance
in view of the emphasis which is laid on
the fact that we have insufficient funds
to enable us to erect the school buildings
wvhich are necessary.

Maybe ideas were put forward at that
conference which will result in the con-
struction of school buildings being con-
siderably cheapened so that our funds
could be made to go much farther; and
as a result we could have more accommo-
dation where it is vitally needed- The
Government Is in the best position to ob-
tain the report of such a conference, and
I am hoping the Minister did not overlook
the question, but that some steps were
taken to try to find out just what did
transpire and to obtain a copy of this re-
port, because, personally. I am most anxi-
ous to see the result of the conference.

I cannot imagine that people would
come from various parts of the world to
attend a conference on the question of
school buildings if the countries did not
regard it with the utmost Importance.
Therefore, as we did not appear to have
any representation from Australia, the
next best thing is to find out what these
people who went to the conference actu-
ally discussed and did-if they did any-
thing-and the Information should be
valuable information for this State to
Possess.

I hope that the Minister will be able
to tell me he did not forget about this
and that steps were taken to obtain the
report: and I would like to know the re-
sult of any action which he or his depart-
ment has taken in connection with the
matter.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [2.30
p.m.]: Firstly I would like to congratulate
the Minister and his department -on the
standard of primary education facilities
in my area. I do not think anyone could
complain about the school accommodation
from the primary point of view with the
exception of that at the Wittenoom Gorge
School. The Minister knows that is a very
old schoolhouse and I understand arrange-
ments have been made to replace it.

However, the other buildings in Port
Hedland, Roebourne, Onslow, Marble Bar,
and Nullagine are of a very high standard
for country schools. Thbe designs, particu-
larly of the Port Hedland and Roebourne
schools, are as good as those to be found
anywhere. They appear to be very suitable
for the climate, and I know that all the
local people and the local authorities are
extremely happy about them and proud of
them.

I would ask the Minister to treat with
some urgency the Wittenoomn Gorge
School, which I understand the department
intends to replace. It is a very old school
which was moved there from one of the
Murchison towns many years ago, and is
most unsuitable for the area and conse-
quently urgently needs replacing. It is
one of the bigger towns in the area,
and it is a little disappointing to the
teaching staff, that they have to work
in such poor accommodation when their
fellow teachers in other towns have such
decent and effective schoolrooms in which
to teach.

But when we leave the primary side of
educationl-and I know the Minister
appreciates this-we strike a lot of diffi-
culty. It is the secondary education that
is our main problem, and in the noath-west
it is a very big problem. I do not think we
crn advvnce much beyond the Paint we
have reached now unless we can improve
our secondary education facilities-regard -
less of what industries come into an area.

The people who live and work in the
north find it extremely difficult to educate
their children down south owing to the
high cost of doing so, Many do not want
to be separated from their children any-
way, and when that is the case, of course,
the whole family moves down.

Endeavours have been made to carry on
a secondary education set-up at Port
Hedland. Some 18 months ago I wrote to
the previous Minister for Education (Mr.
Watts) for whom I have the greatest
admiration for the way in which he man-
aged the education portfolio. I would like
to read the letter I received from Mr.
Watts in reply to mine requesting this
facility. It is dated the 24th November,
1961, and is as follows:-

I refer to your letter of the 29th
August, 1961, and our subsequent con-
versation and now wish to inform you
that an Investigation has been made
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into the possibility of the establish-
menit in the Pilbara district of a Junior
High School. From this it is clear
that if a Junior High School is to be
established It should be at Port Hed-
land.

As I informed you when we wvere
discussing the matter. it was necessary
that there should be some assurance
of an attendance of post-primary
students to the number of not less
than 25 and it does not appear that
there Is any certainty that such a
number will be available in 1962-
rather the contrary. But the enquiry
reveals that in 1963 you could expect
to have the necessary numbers. The
Director-General has suggested to the
Director of Primary Education that he
should appoint a suitable headmaster
to Port Hedland for the coming year
who would concentrate on post-
primary work and that we should in-
form the district that it is the inten-
tion of the Department, provided
numbers hold, to give the school Junior
High School status In 1963.

Regarding your suggestion that a
hostel for students be provided in Port
Hedland for those coming into a
Junior High School from a distance, as
I think I indicated to you investiga-
tions have disclosed that a hostel can-
not be conducted without considerable
loss being incurred by the organisation
conducting it unless there are in the
vicinity of 35 children and, from the
enquiries that have been made, it
appears that not more than eight or
nine children would be likely to re-
quire the services of such a hostel in
1963. in consequence, the provision
of such facilities must be left com-
pletely out of contemplation At the
present time. In passing I might say
that we have ascertained that the hos-
pital you referred to is to be used by
the Medical Department as nurses'
quarters when the new hospital is
completed.

Concerning the request in the last
paragraph but one of your letter of
the 29th August for an increase in
the living away from home allowance,
I would say that the funds available
to the Department at the present time
do not make this possible. It Is. how-
ever, to my mind desirable that con-
sideration should, as soon as practic-
able. be given to an increase not only
of those applicable to the area north
of the 26th parallel hut also those
smaller amounts that are payable
elsewhere in the State. So when
oportunity offers you may rest assured
that consideration will be given.

I would say in conclusion that If a
Junior High Schon! is established in
Port Hedland In 196., our experience
elsewhere has indicated that there Is

a distinct likelihood of a build up in
numbers so that the Junior High
School becomes an institution which
gives general satisfaction to those de-
siring a Post-primary education to
Junior standard.

I believe that the numbers have in-
creased in that area. It is a fact that a
teacher was appointed who was capable
of carrying on certain post-primary edu-
cation; but as I pointed out to the minis-
ter at the time, and I -have done so since,
the most Important step, to be taken is to
obtain a hostel.

Of necessity the high school at Port
Hedland when it can be established must
cater for the people In outlying areas.
Being stationed at Port Hedland It could
cater for Roebourne, Marble Bar, and
Wittenoom Gorge as well as all the sta-
tions there. Therefore it is just as essen-
tial to obtain a hostel as it is to have the
high school established.

I referred in my letter to the old hos-
pital building. It is known, of course, that
the Health Department erected a new
hospital in Port Hedland thus making the
old building available. I was told when
I made inquiries previously that the build-
ing was to be used for nurses' quarters.
The other day I received a letter from an
important official at Port Hedland. I will
make the letter available to the Minister
It he so desires, but at the moment I
would like to read it, because it concerns
that hospital. He states-

As you will of course know we have
the basis of a junior high school here.
although at present it is only In the
trial stage- I think to make it a cer-
tainty we will require some means of
accommodating the children of the
outlying districts. To do this we really
need a hostel.

The new hospital requires quarters
for the nursing staff. At present they
are housed in the old hospital build-
ing, but there is a move afoot to make
the Present doctor's house into nurses'
quarters, and a se:ction of the old
hospital, namely the old matron's
quarters, into a new doctor's residence.
This will leave the old hospital proper
free. But there arc at least two pri-
vate enterprises that I know of trying
to obtain this building. This is where
you may be able to help this town if
you think it is possible or worthy.

We feel that the aid hospital build -
ing would make an ideal hostel for the
children who could attend aL junior
high school here when it is established.

if that old hospital building which we
had hoped would become hostel quarters
is to be used for nurses' quarters, that Is
a matter for the Health Department; but
I would not like the huilding to be taken
over by or sold to some private organisa-
tion because it would then be necesiry
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for the Government to spend a consider-
able amount of money on the erection of
a new building for a hostel.

The old hospital building is in an
ideal position to be a hostel for
children. It is right on the beach, and
it is a big old building. I feel that it
could, with a minimumn of maintenance-
the Health Department recently spent a
considerable amount of money on it-
make an ideal hostel, and so make it
practicable to have a high school in this
area.I

The Minister comes from a country area
himself, and he would know that a hostel
situated in this centre is absolutely essen-
tial at this stage. It may be that the
numbers in the area are a little small, but
as the previous Minister pointed out in his
letter, and as I have said on a number of
occasions, it is probably a matter of work-
ing out which comes first-the chicken or
the egg. We have to find out whether
we need to wait until the children come
there before we establish high school facili-
ties, or whether we provide the facilities
first and assume that, naturally, the num-
bers of children will eventuate.

At present we are tied to a certain class
of person in the area as far as employ-
nment is concerned. The people there are
either single, with no children; or young
married people with ycung children; or
people somewhat older whose children are
off their hands. We are missing out on the
group of people between the ages of
35 and 50, as they cannot afford to go to
these towns in the north-west and leave
their children in boarding schools in Perth,
because it is far beyond their financial
means to do so.

I cannot impress enough upon the Min-
ister the necessity of a high school with
hostel facilities at Port Hedland. As I
have mentioned this matter before I do
not wish to push it further, but I beg
the Minister to give it further considera-
tion and investigation with the object of
having the facility made available not only
for the people of Port Hedland but those
of Nullagine, Marble Bar, Wittenoom
Gorge, Roebourne. and outlying stations.

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley) [2.42
p.m.]: After hearing the previous speak-
ers, I feel very happy about the conditions
of schools, and educational requirements
generally, in my electorate. Admittedly
we have only a certain amount of money
for education, but when we achieve cer-
tain things we look ahead for better
things: and that applies in regard to edu-
cational standards, because once we
achieve a certain educational standard we
look for better standards in the future;
and that is very good.

Yesterday we had, in the person of a
Minister in the Government of Uganda.
a viritor to the House. He spoke to the
membier for Victoria Park and myself, and

I feel we were both impressed when he
told us that in his country the medical
expenses are completely paid by the Gov-
ernment; the people do not have to pay
anything for medicines or hospital treat-
ment. But when we discussed education.
he explained that the average child in
his country could not really afford to go
to school because the basic wage there is
a good deal lower than it is here, and it
costs approximately £3 a week to send a
child to school; so we have a lot to be
thankful for in that regard.

The main reason I rose to speak on
these estimates is to express and record
my concern at certain aspects of one of
the schools in my area-the Forrest High
School. My complaint does not concern
educational requirements but the fact
that recently I inspected the school-I
have been in touch with the department
over this-and I found that in recent
years a number of difficulties have been
experienced with the building. At one
stage a wall fell down and went right
through the building to the first floor.
Fortunately there was no-one underneath
and consequently no-one was injured.
The two ends of the school have quite
severe cracks from top to bottom, and there
appears to be pressure on the ends of the
wall. If things happen in the future as in
the past, I would not be surprised if they
fell apart.

Mr. Lewis: Do you know who built it?
Mr. O'CONNOR: Yes; the Public Works

Department in 1947. All around the
building, where the cement runs along the
top of the wall, big pieces of cement are
continually falling off. The children's
playground is underneath the roof, and

*-quite often big pieces of cement fall Into
the yard. There is a definite possibility
of someone being badly injured

Mr. Tomus: Is that the old building or
the new one?

Mr. O'CONNOR: The new building, con-
structed in 1947. Anyone who goes there
can see the obvious signs of pieces of
cement having fallen away. I have risen
to ask the Minister to give this matter
immediate attention to see that the build-
Ing is put into a condition whereby there
is no likelihood of anyone being injured
by parts of it falling on them.

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta) (2.46 p.m.]:
I .wish to raise one matter in connection
with the Education Department, and I do
this more for the purpose of placing the
information on record rather than urging
the Minister to do something in respect of
any particular question; although, at the
same time, I hope and trust he will find
it possible to make some relaxation in the
matter I am about to outline.

The Minister will recall that several
months ago I addressed a letter to him
seeking certain information in respect of
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work that is done and money spent on be-
half of high schools as against primary
schools. To me it seems blatantly wrong-
I am not Condemning or criticising this
Government when I say this-that high
schools should receive preferential treat-
ment over primary schools-and I under-
line the word preferential. All I seek to
do this afternoon is to give members an
idea of-cr have put on record-the dif-
ference in the treatment, which is stacked
so heavily in favour of the high schools.

First of all, in regard to the playing fields
of high schools, the clearing, grading,
planting of grass, and the provision of fer-
tiliser when planting are all supplied and
the work is undertaken by the department.
It also provides for each high school a foot-
ball oval, a hockey field, tennis courts, and
basketball courts. In respect of primary
schools virtually none of these things are
provided, and the P. & C. must undertake
the clearing and the grading of the
grounds, and the planting of grass. It is
responsible for half the cost of sinkin g
the well and putting in a pump to bring
the water to the surface. It is respon-
sible for providing all of the water piping,
as well as portable spraying equipment and
the storage for same.

I understand that hoses, garden tools,
and manures are provided for high schools,
and for primary schools in like manner.
Assembly halls and gymnasia are provided
for high schools when finances permit, but
nothing whatever is done for primary
schools.

In connection with telephones, the in-
stallation. rental. and cost of official calls
are met for high schools, but in the case
of primary schools there is only a recoup
of the cost of official calls. For public ad-
dress systems--wiring, installation, and
subsidy on a pound for pound basis--a
maximum of £250 is provided. That is
the provision for high schools, but no-
thing Is provided for primary schools. Sub-
ject to departmental approval, 50 per
cent. of the cost of visual education equip-
ment is made to both high schools and
primary schools. Canteens and Oslo lunch
buildings are provided in high schools, but
in primary schools they are not provided
and the cost is subsidised by £200 only.

Members will immediately realise that
some thousands of pounds could be spent
on the provision of buildings for canteens
and Oslo lunch rooms in high schools, as
against that much lower figure of £200 in
primary schools. The department pays £50
a year, on a pound for pound basis, to pro-
vide the fittings in the canteens and Oslo
lunch buildings in both the high schools
and primary schools. For the provision of
library books, £100 per annum is paid by
the department for the first three years
as a founding grant to the high schools,
hut nothing whatsoever is paid to the pri-
mary schools. An annual grant of from

£10 to £20 a year is also paid for the pro-
vision of libraries in high schools, but no
such grant is made to primary schools.
However, an annual subsidy on a pound for
pound basis is paid to both high schools
and primary schools.

For the provision of radios, and the cost
of repairs to them, £50 per annum is pro-
vided by the department, on a pound for
pound basis, to both high schools and pri-
mnary schools. For the provision of pianos
and repairs to them a contribution is made
by the department in both instances. For
phiysical education equipment provided in
high schools, £25 is found by the depart-
ment in the first year, and £12 10s. a year
for every year thereafter, but for such
equipment in primary schools a lesser
amount is provided by the department, de-
pending on the nature of the primary
school and the number of children at-
tending.

For the provision of duplicators, a sub-
sidy is provided: half the cost up to £80
for high schools, and half the cost up to
L6o for primary schools. For refrigera-
tion in home science classes a subsidy of
£75 is paid to high schools, but nothing
is provided for refrigeration in primary
schools.

Mr. Lewis: There would not be any home
science class in a primary school.

Mr. GRAHAM: Substantially, that would
be correct, but the point is that for the
provision of refrigeration in high schools
there is a cost to the department, and
they are the schools which are already
receiving preferential treatment.

In the high schools the library is fully
equipped by the department, but in the
primary schools only one unit of shelving
for classroom libraries, plus additional
shelving for a central reference library-
that is, if there is one room avqil,t fo
use as a, library-is provided. Also, a pay-
ment of 10s. per child in the high school,
and 5s. to 7s. per child in the primary
school, is made by the department. In
respect of the provision of playing facilities,
to my knowledge, in some cases many tens
of thousands of pounds are spent on the
provision of such facilities in high schools;
but in most primary schools the children
have only a dirty, black, sandy paddock in
which to play when the school is first built
and it depends entirely on the willingness
and energy of the parents and other in-
terested citizens whether the children have
reasonable playing facilities provided for
them.

I know there are a far lesser number of
high schools for which to provide adequate
playing facilities, as compared with the
number of primary schools, but the con-
ditions which apply in the primary schools
are difficult indeed. I do not suggest that
there should be a lowering of the standard
of playing facilities and other amenities
at high schools, but I do not know why it
is that the parents of children-whether
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it be in the country or the metropolitan
area-in an entirely new locality should
be expected to perform the work of clear-
ing the ground, levelling it. and grassing it,
and provide an irrigation system to main-
tain the lawns in good condition; whereas
in the high schools the children have all
this work done for them and the facilities
presented to them on a plate.

Physical education, health, and recrea-
tion are surely the responsibility of the
department, and ways and means must be
found of doing this even if it be done
Initially on the basis of providing a com-
paratively small subsidy with the hope that
in the years to come the amount may be
increased. However, I will leave the dis-
cussion on that subject at that point.

All I wish to say on the Native Welfare
Vote is to place on record in Mansard what
is called, "The Aboriginal Charter of
Rights" which has been compiled in the
form of verse by Miss Kathleen Walker,
who was in Perth a few weeks ago and
who is, as members are aware, an aborigi-
nal who is extremely talented. I think this
verse, as I have said, is worthy of being
recorded in Mansard.

Mr. Rowberry: The member for Fre-
mantle read it this morning.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am sorry; I was not
present in the Chamber at the time, and
if that be the case it will save me, and
no doubt the Committee, some few minutes
of time. However, I would be pleased to
pay a tribute to that woman for compiling
this verse which is couched in language
direct and forthright expressing the feel-
inas. of these people-many of whom are
proud and ambitious-and X think that
every one of us could take to heart and
learn something from the sentiments Miss
Walker has expressed.

1'P2., HALL (Albany) [2.57 p.m.): I
want to say a few words on the Education
Vote end draw the attention of the worthy
Minister to one or two matters in my elec-
torate. One matter in particular I want to
mention is the fact that the old district
hospital has been taken over as a school
hostel. This building is very old and obso-
lete and entirely unsuitable for such a pur-
por*. In a town lke Albany. wh~ch serves
an area with a population which few other
areas can equal, I fail to see why Albany
should be pushed further into the back-
ground in regard to the provision of a mod-
ern school hostel. The modern trend is to
house only two youngsters in one room
because it has been proved that this tends
to F'reater efficiency in the administration
of such a building.

The present system of the children be-
ing accommodated in one large dormitory
means that the department is faced with
gre-t-r maintenance on the building be-
cauv' more damage is caused when a hos-
tel is provided in such circumstances. The

reason for this is that the greater num-
bey of children that are accommodated
in one room the greater is the damage that
is done to the building, and the property
soon deteriorates. Therefore, simply be-
bause Albany has many old buildings to
offer for such a purpose I do not think its
demands for new and modern hostel ac-
commodation should be Pushed into the
background.

When the old residency, which is an
extremely obsolete building, was taken over
for use as a boys' hostel, I believe it was
in an extremely dilapidated condition.
Further, the hospital serving the Albany
district and the Great Southern districts
is completely out of date and badly in need
of renovation, and a great deal of expendi-
ture will have to be Provided to make it
into a modemn and up-to-date hostel.

Albany townsite has a population of
13.000 and the total population of the Al-
bany district is 45,000, and therefore it is
high time that these People were provided
with an efficient and up-to-date hostel.
Another pressing factor which calls for a.
new hostel to be provided as quickly as pos-
sible is the increase in the native popula-
tion in the Albany district, as the member
for Roe is well aware. I am sure the mem-
ber for Narrogin will confirm that state-
ment also.

The people of Albany also look forward
to the establishment of a fifth-year high
school In the near future. There is also
the growing problem of Providing educa-
tional facilities for native children. They
are entitled to the same educational privi-
leges as white children who will be sitting
beside them. I ask the Minister to check
the official figures of the children who will
be attending the third-year high school.
and ask the department to allocate expen-
diture for the provision of a hostel to
accommodate not only the white children
who will be attending the school but also
native students.

The other point I wvish to speak upon
is the decentralisation of universities. A
site has been chosen at Albany; and I
do not think we could find a better or
more worthy place for ab university.

The modern trend in education with
regard to universities has been brought
about by the advent of television. Because
of this there is no need to go in for the
gigantic type of university building. Tele-
vision is playing a big part in education:
and lectures are given ever a certain wave
length, after which the people who listen
to those lectures gather In small groups
and discuss what they have learned.

I venture to suggest that if one were to
confer with our present-day professors
they would say that television is the
mnedium from which to get their message
over so that it can be discussed by groups
afterwards. That would be an economic
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means of education, as it would obviate
the need for establishing large universities
in Australia. It is therefore worth look-
ing into. The member for Geraldton and
I brought to the notice of the House the
part that television Is playing in educa-
tion and we made an attempt to have
television established on a decentralised
basis. If this were done telecasts could
be made to the classroom and later the
points could be discussed. By this means
a lesser number of teachers would be
needed; and lectures could be delivered by
prominent overseas lecturers when they are
passing through.

Another field of education is that of
computation machines. These go with
modern education. The member for Fre-
mantle said that a closer study of English
was necessary. I think most of us could
learn more about English: and we should
do this in association with another
language-particularly an Asiatic one--so
that we could converse with our Asiatic
neighbours.

It is not my intention to delay the Com-
mittee much longer, but I would like to ask
the Minister to push forward with the
native reserve at Albany. We are having
our problems down there with natives. The
old reserve which was ecupied by natives
in the past Is now right in the centre of
the town. it Is still partially occupied;
and a few natives are drifting into the
town. The Minister has agreed that the
proposition is sound, although I, myself,
do not really care for the site. However.
sites for native reserves are hard to locate
in the right place. We should look for-
ward to the day when we can eliminate
native reserves becausA of the fact that
our native population hpes been assimilated.

MR. LEWIS (Moore-Minister for
Education and Native Welfare) (3.3 p.m.]:
I wish to thank members who have con-
tributed to the debate on these estimates.
This is the first time it has> been my
experience to submit these estimates and
I have found the resultant discussion quite
stimulating. Generally, the comments
have been constructive and In the main
have been based on the need for more
finance for education. As Minister for
Education I suppose I would be quite In-
consistent if I could not agree with those
remarks.

However, we have to have regard for the
fact that whether the money comes from
the Federal sphere or from the State
sphere there is a limit to the amount of
finance available. I suppose it will always
be a highly controversial matter as to how
much money should be allocated to educa-
tion, health, and so on, throughout the
various departments of Government.
Whilst I might urge for more money for
education, I have no doubt that my col-
leagues, the Minister for Health, the Min-
ister for Works, and so on, would be equally

persuasive in their demands for more
money for works in their own respective
spheres.

However, when it comes to the sphere
of education1 there must always be a
strong cleavage of opinion as to whether
further development in the secondary field,
the primary field, or the technical field
should take place, or whether more money
should be available for works, and so on.
I suppose all members could argue very
strongly about whether one department
or another should have more money even
out of the allocation we get at the present
time.

I do not propose to weary the Commit-
tee by replying to all of the points raised,
but I can assure all of those who have
contributed to this debate that their com-
ments will be carefully considered. Many
of the points raised are being implemented
now or are In the course of investigation;
and I can assure members that the
others will be given every consideration.
and effect will be given to them if It is
Possible.

There are one or two matters to which
I do wish to refer. I did not get the
exact date mentioned by the member for
Collie when he spoke of the inconsistency
of replies to two questions on native
kindergartens. However, I recollect-and
I hope I am not making a mistake here-
that there were two Separate considera-
tions, and one related to the general ques-
tion of subsidising native kindergartens
while the other had particular reference
to the kindergarten at Allawah Grove. The
Allawah Grove situation is quite different
in that the Allawah Grove reserve is con-
ducted by the Native Welfare Council,
although I think it may have some other
name. That council has entire control
over that reserve; and it is subsidised, I
think, te the tune of £2,000 per year by
the Government.

When that council approached me for
a subsidy for the kindergarten I said that
in my view the native parents should be
encouraged in the belief that it was their
responsibility at least to contribute some-
thing through their kindergarten council
even if it were only a couple of shillings
per week. In view of the fact that this
council receives quite a substantial sub-
sidy from the Government it should play
Its part in this matter.

In regard to the remarks of the mem-
ber for Swan, with all due respect I sug-
gest to him that he is quite out of touch
with what is going on at Allawab Grove,
Tonight he indulged in a typical "tub
thumping."

Mr. Brady: I go there every week, so I
have an idea.

Mr. Brand: A vague Idea.
Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member

should remember the deplorable state that
Allawah Grove was in.
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Mr. Brady: Before the Labor Govern-
ment took over.

Mr. LEWIS: It was a blot on the land-
scape.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
Order!

Mr. LEWIS: The late Mr. Charles Per-
kins handed over this reserve to the coun-
cil that I have spoken of and gave it en-
tire control; and the council is subsidised
by the Government. So I would suggest
to the member for Swan that if he has
any complaints about this reserve he
should make his representations to the
native committee which works in his own
district.

Mr. Brady: That is passing the buck. It
is the responsibility of the department.

Mr. LEWIS: In regard to the question
asked of me by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition concering the report on school
buildings, on receipt of his request I did
make Immediate inquiries of the depart-
ment and was advised that the report was
not yet to hand. However, it will be sent
to me as soon as it is available. I shall be
interested to read the report of this con-
ference on school buildings which was
held overseas.

Another point worthy of mention was
raised by the member for Pilbara. It con-
cerned the need for meore secondary edu-
cation in the north-west areas. As a re-
sult of my visit there I was impressed
with the need for something more to be
done, and I was made even more aware
of the great difficulties that people resid-
ing in those areas have to put up with
in regard to the education of their child-
ren, particularly second.try education.

Being a parent mysslf, who has educated
five children, and being one who lives in
the country, I do not need to be reminded
of the great difficulties, the expense, and
the sacrifice which parents make-
particularly parents in the country-to
have their children educated. We all en-
deavour to give our children a better edu-
cation than we ourselves were fortunate
to receive.

In addition to Port Hedland, there are
other difficult areas:, namely, the Iveeka,-
tharra and Leonora areas. Those areas
have been receiving my very close atten-
tion over recent months:. The great diffi-
culty is, of course, lack of numbers--and
this applies to most other places. it is
most expensive to set up a secondary
school, where more skilled teachers are
required; and where more aids to education
are required, such as science rooms, and
so on. We must have the numbers to
%arrant that expense, qnd that is the great
battle. Then there is the question of how
we can obtain those numbers; of how we
can encourage parents to keep their
children in those areas.

I have been giving close attention to
the establishment of hostels in such places.
We have already authorised the construc-
tiAon of a couple of native hostels in that
aiea, from which we hope to draw the
more advanced students to help the enrol-
ment at what we hope will be the Port
Hedland Junior High School in the very
near future.

The honourable member's remarks re-
garding accommodation for white children
will be taken earnestly into consideration
in an endeavour to establish secondary
education in those areas as soon as pos-
sible.

The member for Baleatta mentioned the
difference between the amount of money
spent on high schools and that spent on
primary schools. This, of course, is a de-
partmental policy which was handed down
by may predecessors from I do not know
how far back. There is obviously a need for
more expenditure in some directions. As
youngsters reach secondary school age they
need more room in which to get around.
They are more vigorous and more varied
in their sports. They need more reference
libraries. They use that sort of thing more
than the primary school children do. So to
some extent they need extra money being
spent on them. This applies whether a
senior school is in the country or in the
city.

At the same time, in some respects it
does not appear quite fair to primary
schools that they have not the money spent
on them. The financial situation seems to
be in favour of senior high schools. I will
have a look at that point to see whether
the discrepancy between the amount spent
in the one direction as against the other
cannot be more evened out. It would be
extremely difficult, of course, to stop this
policy now. I cannot imagine anyone more
vocal than the member for Balcatta If,
for instance, we said that in connection
with the proposed new Nollamarra High
School we did not propose now to provide
Playing fields or to provide this, that, or
the other, in order to even up the situation.
Obviously, we cannot provide all these
things for all primary schools, because the
number of schools would make it impossible
to finance. However, I will look into the
matter further to see whether we can do
some more for the primary field than it is
getting at the present time.

I do not propose at this stage to reply
further to the debate: but I do want to
thank members for their contributions. I
do not claim to have all the answers to all
of the problems. The officers of the Native
Welfare Department were criticised by the
member for Swan. and I do want to say
this: that while I am Minister and in
charge of the department, I propose to take
all responsibility for the actions of my
departmental officers. After all, I am the
Political head and therefore the one to take
the blame if there is any blame at all
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attributable to muy department. Generally
speaking I have a very high regard for the
efficiency of the officers of both the native
Welfare Department and the Education
Department. I conclude on this note: When
the Premier some months ago informed me
that I was allocated the Department of
Native Welfare, I must confess--I do not
know whether I have ever told him this--
that I was rather taken aback. Then, on
reflection, I realised it was a challenging
portfolio, and I have treated it as such ever
since my accession to that office.

I feel that my association with the De-
partment of Education Is a very happy
one, because the welfare of our natives is
wrapped up so very closely with education.
I have found it quite a help to associate
the native problem with education, and I
have treated the native problem from the
aspect of education to the advancement of
the native himself. I have found it a con-
venient alliance and I have no regrets at
this stage at having assumed either of
those portfolios. I thank members for
their contributions.

Votes put and passed.
Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again at a later stage of the sitting, on
motion by Mr. O'Neii.

(Continued on page 2928)

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Agricultural Products Act Amend-

ment Bill.
2. Fruit Cases Act Amendment Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

LAW REFORM (PROPERTY,
PERPETUITIES, AND SUCCESSION)

BILL
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

PERISHABLES: AIR FREIGHT
SUBSIDY

Reinstatement of Marble Bar and
Nullagine In Scheme

1. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Transport:

Will he reinstate the subsidy on
perishables to the towns of Marble
Bar and Nullagine?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
A decision to include Marble Bar
and Nullagine when the seasonal
air-freight subsidy on perishables
commences on the 16th November,
was announced Yesterday.

CRAYFISHING INDUSTRY
Foundering of Boats

2. Mr. ROWEERRY asked the Minister
for Fisheries:
(1) How many crayfishing boats have

foundered-
(a) on the maiden voyage;
(b) at any other time;
during the past three years?

(2) Do these boats require a certifi-
cate of seaworthiness from any-
one in authority?

(3) How many boats have been raised
after foundering?

(4) Has the cause of foundering been
established in any, or every, case?
If so, what was the cause?

(5) Has any action been contemplated,
or taken, by the department to
mitigate or avoid these founder-
ings?

Mr. WILD replied:
This question should have been
addressed to the Minister for
Works. The reply is as follows:-
(1) (a) Four.

(b) 18.
(2) Yes, from the Harbour and
Light Department.
(3) Three.
(4) Yes, in all but one case in

which the boat disappeared
and has not been seen or
heard of since.
In the great majority of cases
the foundering was caused
from fishing amongst reefs
and being caught by breakers.

(5) There is little the department
can do as you cannot stop the
fishermen from going where
the crayfish are. The survey
equipment and manning regu-
lations are strictly enforced
to ensure the boats are sea-
worthy, the correct life saving
equipment is on board in the
event of trouble to enable the
crew to have a chance, and
the man in charge is qualified
to be in charge.

3. This question was postponed until a
later stage of the sitting.

SANITARY SERVICES AT EAST PERTH
Discontinuance of Pan System in

Kensington Street
4. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for

Railways:
(1) Is he aware that a number of

tenants of railway houses in the
Kensington Street, East Perth,
bealfty have been served with
notices to quit nn the ground that
the Perth City Council intends
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to cease providing a pan service to
those places as from the 28th
February next?

(2) How many houses are affected?
(3) Will he endeavour to prevail upon

the Perth City Council to continue
the service until such time as the
land on which the houses are situ-
ated is required for other pur-
poses?

(4) If not, why not?
Provision of Septic Tanks

(5) As an alternative, would he agree
to install septic tanks if the
tenants were agreeable to Pay
some additional rental to cover
the cost?

(6) If not, why not?
Arrangements at Kensington Sawmill

(7) What are the sanitary arrange-
ments at the Kensington Sawmill?

(8) Has the Perth City Council noti-
fied that it wvill cease pan services
to this mill?

(9) If so. has notice been served on
the mill owners?

(10) If not, why not?
Mr. COURT replier!:
(1) Yes.
(2) Nine.
(3) Endeavours have already been

made. The council is also dis-
continuing pan service to proper-
ties in North Perth and Mt. Haw-
thorn.

(4) Answered by No. (3).
(5) Consideration has been given to

septic Installations with increase
in rental, but in view of the cost
and the limited period the proper-
ties will remain on account of
future development in the area,
such was considered not an eco-
nomical propos!tion.

(6) Answered by No. (5).
(7) Pan service.
(8) Yes.
(9) The company has lease of property

as an industrial concern and the
terms of the lease provide that
sewerage facilities are the respon-
sibility of the lessee. It is being
notified of the council's decision.

(10) Answered by No. (9).

DRAINAGE IN BELMONT DISTRICT
Extensions

5. Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) What allocation of funds has been

made for drainage extensions in
the Belmont district this financial
year?

(2) What are the works being carried
out?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) and (2) Marshalling
yards drainage (includ-
ing £32,000 for Black
Creek) ... ..
South Belmont drainage
(land resumptlon and
fencing) ..

f

62,000

SEWERAGE EXTENSIONS

Rivervale

6. Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What is the estimated expendi-

ture on the Rivervale sewerage
extension for the year 1962-63?

St. John of God Hospital
(2) Has St. John of God Hospital been

connected to the main yet?
Mr'.
(1)
(2)

WILD replied:
£97,000.
No, but main will be ready for
connection early in 1963.

Lathlain Park

7. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

When is it anticipated the sewer-
age main will be extended to meet
the needs of residents in the Lath-
lain Park area?

Mr. WILD replied:
This has not yet been determined.

PRA WNING
Trawling Licensee

8A. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Fisheries:
(1) What are the requirements and

qualifications for an applicant for
a prawn trawling license in the
Shark Bay-Carnarvon waters?

(2) How many applications have been
received for licenses?

(3) Who decides which applicants are
to be granted licenses?

(4) Are any applicants for licenses
afforded personal interviews when
their applications are being con-
sidered?

(5) Is he aware of the feelings of the
Carnarvon Council and the Shark
Bay Progress Association in re-
spect of the prawning industry
and the proposed allocation of
licenses?

Mr.
(1)

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
An applicant is required to be the
licensee of a registered fishing ves-
sel. Preference is given to boats
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(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

owned by processing firms estab-
lished at Carnarvon and Denhamn.
Experience in prawn trawling is
regarded as a prerequisite.
34,
The Minister, in consultation with
the Director of Fisheries.
Yes-if so desired.
Carnarvon Council-Yes.
Shark Bay Progress Association-
NO.

CRAYFISHING INDUSTRY
Reservation of Waters

6B. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
fisheries:
(1) Is it correct that certain waters

around Oeraldton are reserved for
Qeraldton erayfishermen only? If
so, will he advise what protection
Is afforded to Geraldton fishermen
in respect of the erayfishing in-
dustry?

(2) Will he give the Carnarvon-Shark
Bay area the same protection as
that afforded to Geraldton?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied;
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).

CANNING ELECTORATE
Establishment of Secondary Industries

9. Mr. D. 0. MAY asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:
(1) Has his department been success-

ful in obtaining any firm proposals
for the establishment of second-
ary industries in the Gosnells-
Maddington-Kenwiek area?

(2) If so, will he indicate the type of
industries and proposed localities?

(3) Will the Department of Industrial
Development continue to negotiate
for the establishment of industries
in the mentioned area?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No firm proposals are at present

the subject for negotiation for the
establishment of secondary indus-
tries in the Gosnells-Maddlngton-
Kenwick area.

(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) The search for industries in this

and any other suitable areas is
continuous.

GRAIN TRANS1'ORT
Losses by Rail and Road

10. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What are the estimated losses of

grain in transit by rail when un-
suitable trucks are used, using the
chain measurement as the yard-
stick?

(2) What are the losses of grain in
transit by road transport, using
the same form of measurement as
the yardstick?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) and (2) Co-operative Bulk Hand-

ling Ltd.. which has the responsi-
bility for the recelval. of all bulk
grain and its subsequent delivery
as directed, has reached the con-
clusion that the losses in transit
are so small that any investiga-
tions to differentiate between
various types of rail wagons or
between rail and road transport
are not warranted. In conse-
quence, no estimates of losses are
available.

ROADS: LOAN SCHEME
Recommendation to Premiers'

Conference
11. Mr. HALL asked the Premier:

(1) Has the Government given con-
sideration to investigating the
possibilities of presenting to the
Premiers' Conference a scheme
whereby motorists' insurance, oil,
motor vehicle, and tyre manufac-
turing companies contribute to a
specific loan for roads?

* (2) If not, would he undertake to in-
vestigate the possibilities of such
a scheme?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) No.
(2) It is doubtful whether such a

scheme would be feasible.

MARKETS FOR ALBANY
Purchase of Land

12. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) Has the Market Trust purchased

land in Albany for the purpose of
establishing markets in Albany?

(2) If so, when is it contemplated that
markets will be established?

(3) If not, would be give the matter
urgent consideration, in view of
the Increasing population in
Albany and its districts?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(I) No.
(2) At present there is no indication

that a market will be established
at Albany. In fact, the Metropoli-
tan Market Act, as the title
implies, provides for the establish-
ment of a market in the West
Perth area only and does not
even take in the whole of the
metropolitan area.

(3) Answered by No. (2).
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COMMONWEALTH GAMES
Time off for Government Employees

13. Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:
Seeing that the opportunity to
witness the Commonwealth Games
is unlikely to occur again within
the lifetime of many Western
Australians and is but a remote
possibility for a great many more,
will he cause instructions to be
issued to heads of departments
to deal sympathetically and
generously with applications for
time off by Government employees
who wish to attend the Games?

Mr. BRAND replied:
Circulars have been issued setting
out the leave conditions for spec-
tators and competitors as well as
for officials and honorary person-
nel, and permanent heads will deal
sympathetically with all applica-
tions, subject to the need to main-
tain public services.
I might say I agree that this is
an opportunity that those who can
go to the Games should not miss,
and I give an assurance that de-
partmental heads will deal sympa-
thetically with any applications
made.

14, This question was postponed until a
later stage of the sitting.

WEST NORTHAM SCHOOL
Boot of North-South Section: Method

of Fixing
15. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) Has a decision yet been made re-

garding the methods to be used
to safely affix the new rmat which
is to rcp'lac' the one blowi. "ronm
the brick section of the new West
Northam State School?

(2) If so, how do the proposed new
methods differ from those pre-
viously used at West Northam?

(3) If not, when is a decision likely
to be made?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) A similar method will be used

with the addition of columns in
the brickwork.

(3) Answered by No. (1).

POLICE STATION AT CARLISLE
Erection

16. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Has the Police Department still

property for the establishment of
a police station in Carlisle?

(2) If so, when is it anticipated that
such a station will be built?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) No.
(2) It is considered that area is satis-

factorily policed from Victoria
Park, Belmont. and Cannington.

METROPOLITAN WATER BOARD
Establishment

17. Mr, JAMIESON asked the Premier:
As the establishment of a metro-
politan water board was a prime
feature of his policy at the last
general election, when is it In-
tended that his Government will
implement this policy?

Mr. BRAND replied:
As the honourable member is
aware, it is not always practicable
for a Government to give effect
to all features of its policy, prime
or otherwise, in its first session of
Parliament.

TOILET FACILITIES AT SCHOOLS
Deterioration at Bentley Primary School
18. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) Is he aware that the toilet facili-

ties at the Bentley Primary School
have further deteriorated since his
answer to my question on Wed-
nesday, the 26th September?

(2) Will he take action to have this
problem corrected at an early
date?

Inspections
(3) Would he give consideration to

appointing an inspector to watch
such facilities in growing schools,
as this problem seems to occur as
primary schools grow past an op-
timum size?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) No.
(2) The Public Works Department has

been requested to take early
action.

(3) This is a matter for the Public
Works Department and not the
Education Department.
Public Works Department super-
visors keep a close watch on ade-
quacy of toilet accommodation,
particularly in growing schools. It
is not considered necessary to ap-
Point an officer specially for this
purpose.

POULTRY
Number Used for Egg Production

19. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Agriculture-
(1) 'What is the estimated number of

poultry being used in egg produc-
tion In comtmrial establishmnents-
in Western Australia?
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(2) What percentage of this number
represents the metropolitan area
poultry farmerst' flocks?

Number Killed for Cotmmercial
Purposes

(3) What is the estimated number of
poultry killed for commercial pur-
poses in this rtate during 1961?

Number of Birds
(4) Is the total number of birds in-

creasing or decreasing in this
State?

Mr. NAI1DER replied:
(1) The estimated number of poultry

being used in egg production in
commercial establishments in
Western Australia is in the vicinity
of one million birds.

2) It is estimated that at least 80
per cent. of the industry is located
in and near the metropolitan area.

(3) It is estimated that approximately
three million birds were killed for
commercial purposes in this State
in 1961.

(4) The total number of birds used
for egg production has remained
fairly constant over the past three
years. There has been a marked
increase in the number of meat
birds reared annually, and there-
fore the total poultry population
is increasing.

DRAINAGE IN BEELOO
Estimated Expenditure

20. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What is the es-timated amount to

be spent on drainage projects in
the Beeloo electoral district this
financial year?

(2) What are the details of these
various projects?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) £97,000 of which £4,400 is partly

in the Canning Electorate.
f

(2) Lacey Street drain ..
Wharf Street drain ..
Cockram Street drain..
Mill Street drain
Black Creek drain (mar-

shalling yards area)
Wilson estate ..

4,400
15,000

900
4,700

32,000
40.000

RIGHTS-OF-WAY
Closure

21. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Will he request his department to

examine the possibility of closing
all public rights-of-way that are

not now being gainfully used and
adding same to the adjoining pro-
perties so as to overcome the
problem of maintaining such
rights-of-way in tidy and health-
ful condition?

Maintenance
(2) Would he also have examined the

problem of private rights-of-way
with a strengthening of the law of
responsibility for maintaining
these by the many joint owners?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) The closure of public rights-of-

way is provided for in section 287
of the Local Government Act,
1960, which requires that requests
for closure be submitted by the
local authority.

(2) The Lands Department has no
jurisdiction over private rights-
of -way,

BENTLEY HOSPITAL
Completion

22. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Health:

Has a target date yet been set for
the completion of the Bentley
Hospital?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
No, not at this stage; but on the
present planning it is hoped to
complete it by September, 1964.

BEELOD ELECTORAL ROLL
Change of Enrolments to Wilson

23. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) Is he aware that many people are

still listed on the Beelco electoral
roll as living in Beeloo?

(2) As the change of the name of the
district was the responsibility of
the Government, will he have the
Electoral Department alter these
enrolments from Beeloo (now
non-existent) to Wilson, as is
done when street or road names
are changed, without the neces-
sity of the elector filling in a fur-
ther enrolment card?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) 1 am Informed by the Chief Elec-

toral Officer that there is only a
small number of enrolmnents on
the Beeloo electoral roll showing
electors' place of living as Beelno.

(2) The appropriate alterations will
be made In the next print of the
Beeloo roll.
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RAILWAY SERVICES (2) How many of those registered
Suburban Staff

24. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Railways:
(1) Is it the intention of the W.A.G.R.

to withdraw progressively all sub-
urban station staffing?

(2) If so, what is the order of de-
staffing of such suburban stations?

Suspension of Sunday Passenger
Services

(3) Is the Government still consider-
ing the suspension of Sunday pas-
senger services on suburban lines?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) No.

PERTH CITY COUNCIL WARDS
Gazettal of New Boundaries

25. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Government:

When is it anticipated that the
final boundary divisions of the
new wards of the Perth City
Council will be gazetted?

Mr. NALDER replied:
In December.

WATER SUPPLY EXTENSIONS
South Dowerin and South Minnivale

26. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Has consideration been given to

the Petition submitted some time
ago by farmers in the South Dow-
erin and South Minnivale areas
for an extension of the water
scheme thereto?

(2) If so, what is the result?
(3) In view of relative proximity of

the various farms in this area,
would an extension of the scheme
from State funds be considered?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) These areas are under considera-

tion for inclusion in a case now
being prepared for submission to
the Commonwealth Government
for financial assistance.

(3) Further consideration will depend
on the outcome of the submission
to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.
UNEMPLOYED YOUTHS

Registrations
27. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for

Labour:
(1) How many males under 21 years

of age were registered for employ-
ment as at the 30th September.
1962?

were in the age groups-
(a) from 14 years to 17 years;
(b) from 17 years to 21 years?

(3) How many females under 21 years
of age were registered for employ-
ment as at the 30th September.
1962?

(4) How many of those registered were
in the age groups--
(a) from 14 years to 17 years:
(b) from 17 years to 21 years?
Reasons for Unemployment

(5) What is the main reason why so
many young people are unem-
ployed?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) to (5) 1 indicated earlier that if

the answer to this question came
to hand I would let the Leader of
the Opposition have it. I under-
stand that a number of these dis-
sections are not made; but I will
have the answer forwarded to the
Leader of the Opposition as soon
as it arrives.

ABATTOIR AT ESPERANCE
Establishment and Government

Assistance
28. Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:
(1) Has his department been an-

proached
lishment

to assist -in the estab-
of an abattoir at Esper-

ante?
(2) If so, will he indicate whether the

Project is to be assisted, and what
is the nature ef this assistance-
(a) financial;
(b,) other?

Mr.
(1)
(2)

COURT replied:
Yes.
(a) The company,

Abattoir Pty. Ltd.,
ing Government
assistance.

Esperance
is not seek-

financial

(b) Other assistance will include
allocation of land under lease
for holding paddocks and in-
cluding the abattoir works stir

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY:
CONSTRUCTION

Sectional Priority and Completion
Times

29. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Railways:
QI) Will the construction of the stan-

dard gauge line from Midland to
Fremantle be carried out simul-
taneously with the laying down
of that section from Midland to
Kwinana?

(2) If not, to which section will
priority be given?
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(3) If priority is to be given to one
particular section, what is the
estimated time that will elapse
between the completion of each
respective section?

4 4) In view of the importance of the
Midland-Premantle section to
primary producers, it is assumed
that priority will be extended to
this route. Ts this assumption
correct?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) Only Partly so-see answer to No.
(3).

(2) See answer to No. (4).
(3) The probable construction. dates

under the standardisation agree-
ment are-

Mldland-Itwlnana, 1964-1967.
Midland - Fremantle, 1965-

1968.
These dates may be improved
upon if agreement to an over-all
completion date of 1967 can be
achieved.

(4) No. The objective will be to
bring the whole project-so far
as standard gauge is concerned-
into use as near to one time as is
practicable.
Priority to either route for opera-
tional purposes is not planned at
this juncture, but the sequence of
construction and completion will
be dictated to a large extent by
engineering and constructional
considerations.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
GOVERNOR OF WESTERN

AUSTRALIA
Selection of Appointee

1. Mr. W. HEONEY asked the Premier:
Assuming another appointment
will be made at the appropriate
time, will the Government give
favourable consideration to the
appointment of a Western Aus-
tralian citizen as Governor, in
accordance with the policy of the
Australian Labor Party (W.A.
Branch)? If not, can the Pre-
ier give any valid reason for his

refusal?

,Mr. BRAND replied:
No; the Government has already
discussed the matter, and It in-
tends to proceed along the lines
that have been followed here, of
appointing a man from England,
if a suitable man can be obtained.
No further decisions have been
reached in this matter.

BOOMERANG SOUVENIRS
Perit for Export

2. Mr. DAVIES asked the Premier:
AS some archaic law has been dis-
covered relating to the despatch
of boomerangs through the post,
necessitating the issue of a permit
by the museum, will the Premier,
for the Period of the Empire
Games, have an officer stationed
at the General Post Office to
facilitate the issuing of the neces-
sary permits to the many people
who will be despatching boomer-
angs by post?

Mr. BRAND replied:
Had the member f or Victoria
Park given me time to consider
this matter I might have been able
to give him a reasonable reply.
But I will have a look at it, and
give him an answer later.

PILBARA AREA
Main Roads: Total Mileage

3. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Works:

Has the Minister the answer to
the question I asked without
notice yesterday, in connection
with roads in the Pilbara district?

M'r. 'WILD replied:
Yes. The answer is as follows:-

(1) The more Important roads
in the Pilbara electorate
are designated by the de-
partment as important
secondary roads.

(2) In 1958 there were 1,097
miles of important second-
ary roads in the Pilbara,
district. In 1962 there were
1,270 miles.

(3) Answered by No. (1).
(4) No. The term "main roads"

as applied by the Main
Roads Department means
those roads which have been
declared as main roads
under the Main Roads Act.
There are some 3,436 miles
of such roads in the State.
Important secondary roads
are not defined by legisla-
tion; they are legally the
responsibility of local au-
thorities, However, the de-
partment allocates substan-
tial funds each year for
their construction and
maintenance. There are
7,536 miles of important
secondary roads in the
State.
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"THE RESIDENCY," ALBANY
Use as Migrant Hostel

4. Mr. HALL asked lie Minister for Im-
migration:

As the building known as 'The
Residency" in Albany has been
discarded as a schoolboys' hostel,
would he give consideration to
having a migrpnt hostel estab-
lished there?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

I will have a look at the matter
and see what prospect there is of
having a migrant hostel estab-
lished at Albany. I do not want
to give the member for Albany
any encouragement on this as-
pect, but I will have a look at It.

BOOMERANG SOUVENIRS
Permits for Export

5. Mr. BRAND: Adverting to the question
asked by the member for Victoria
Park, the Minister in charge of
boomerangs has advised me that
the Customs Department will give
publicity to lifting all restrictions
on the export of boomerangs; and
any further information regard-
ing this matter can be obtained
from the Minister himself.

TRAFFIC POLICEMAN'S CONDUCT
Complaint by Mr. J1. Spire

6. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Were representations personally

made to the Minister by Mr. John
Spire who complained of insolence
and arrogance on the part of a
police constable?

(2) Did Mr. Spire ask to be confronted
with the constable in order to give
him an opportunity to prove his
allegations?

(3) Did Mr. Spire impress the Minis-
ter as a citizen who was labouring
under a very strong feeling of in-
justice?

(4) What steps did the Minister
undertake to take in order to af-
ford Mr. Spire the opportunity
which he sought?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) to (4) Mr. Spire did see me

yesterday afternoon in connec-
tion with the incident when he
was alleged to have broken out of
a line of traffic, at the head of
which there was either a break-
down or a truck. I am quoting
from whet I can recall. He was
confronted with a police constable
who told him that he should not

have broken out of the line of
traffic. From that point on Mr.
Spire began to argue with the
policeman, but he was told to go
on his way. No charge was laid
against Mr. Spire, but he feels he
has suffered an injustice In some
way. Frankly. I think it is a case
of losing lace.
Regarding the question as to what
I thought about the insolence or
arrogance of the policeman, from
what I can recall of the case my
answer is that he was not insolent
or arrogant. Mr. Spire did make
a request to be granted an inter-
view with me, the Commissioner
of Police, and the Police con-
stable concerned. I refused the re-
quest because I was satisfied with
the statement which had been sub-
mitted to me by the commissioner.
if r were to adopt the suggestion
of the honourable member I
would have to listen to thousands
of such cases each year, because
thousands of breaches of the
traffic law take place each year;
and so many of the persons con-
cerned considered they were in the
right.
If such people want redress they
can obtain it through the courts.
No good purpose would be served
in my seeing Mr. Spire in the pre-
sence of the commissioner and the
constable.
I was impressed with Mr. Spire in
various ways, but I do not propose
to take any further steps at this
stage.

7. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:

AS the Minister has admitted that
no charge was laid against Mr.
Spire, does he not agree that In
the circumstances this case can-
not be included In the other cases
he mentioned, where charges are
preferred and the persons con-
cerned express a desire to see him?
In view of the fact that no charge
was preferred, is it not strange
that Mr. Spire should desire to
take the matter further, seeing
that he does not stand to gain any
advantage by the withdrawal of
any charges?

In the circumstances does the
Minister not consider it is in the
public interest, where such a com-
plaint has been made, that faci-
lities ought to be provided for the
complainant to have the oppor-
tunity of satisfying himself that
the complaint has been fully in-
vestigated, instead of having the
complaint pushed aside?

2906



[Thursday, 15 November, 1962.1

Mr. CRAIG replied:
In reply to the concluding part of
the question the case was not
pushed aside. It was given every
consideration by the police auth-
orities. I have read the state-
ments which were prepared for
me, and frankly I consider the
policeman concerned showed con-
siderable patience with Mr. Spire.

Mr. Tonkin: How do you know that?
Mr. CRAIG: From a perusal of the

reports submitted to me.
Mr. Tonkin: Whose reports?
Mr. CRAIG: There are 1,189 members

of the force. If we were to adopt
the course suggested by the
honourable member we would
never be able to meet the demands
of the State for police supervision.

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Supply of Sleepers

8.Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Railways:

In view of the fact that small
sleeper mills in the State have to
close down-and this Is also a
matter of concern to timber mills
generally-will the Minister take
steps to expedite the release of
tenders for the sleepers for the
standard gauge railway? Vill the
Minister inform the House the
reason for the present hold-up?

mr. COURT replied:
It has not been represented to me
that there is a danger of many
small mills closing down. So far
as the tenders for the actual
standard gauge railway sleepers
are concerned, steps have been
taken to expedite finality with
those tenders.
It should be realised that the
money for the project is provided
by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and under the agreement
which has been ratified by both
Parliaments the final approval for
all contracts being let has to be
given by the Commonwealth Min-
ister, in this case the Minister
being the Minister for Shipping
and Transport.
Action has already been taken to
finailse the tenders for sleepers.
one of the reasons why there has
been some delay was the differ-
ence of opinion on a, technical
level regarding the size to be used
where the dual gauges are in-
volved, as to whether the size
should be 44 inches or 5 inches.
The engineers of this State were of
the opinion that the 5 inch
sleepers -should be used, but the
Commonwealth engineers and
some other engineers were of the

opinion that the 4J, inch sleepers
would suffice, However, that
problem has been solved.

Sitting suspended from 3.47 to 4.6 p.m.

METROPOLITAN AREA
Revision of Out-of-date Maps

9. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
Would he kindly give attention to
the following matter?) Late last
evening a gentleman phoned me
and stated that- the maps of the
metropolitan area which are
placed at the Perth Airport, out-
side the Perth Railway Station
and, I fancy, also, at the Fremantle
Passenger Terminal, are out of
date. I think he said that they
did not even show tile Freeway,
quite a numbev of the suburbs,
certain important roads, and so
on. It is vital to tourists that
these maps be kept up to date.
Apart from bebig out of date the
one at the Perth Railway Station
Particularly is somewhat tattered
and worn. I trust the Premier
will agree that this Is unfortunate
and that the matter should be
attended to at the earliest possible
moment.

Mr. BRAND replied:
Yes. I shall certainly convey to
the appropriatP department the
necessity to keep maps for public
use right up to date.

TRAFFIC POLICEMAN'S CONDUCT
Comnplaint by Mr. J. Spire

10. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:

With relation it, the questions I
asked previously, as the Minister
stated that the complaint had
been properly investigated, will he
indicate-

(1) the nature of the inquiry;
and

(2) whether it was completely
ex parte?

Mr. CRAIG repliet4
(1) and (2) Yes.

COMPREHENSIVE WATER SCHEM~E
Claim for Further Federal Aid

11. Mr. CORNELL asked the Premier:
In an article in today's Daily News
regarding the claim of the State
Government for further Common-
wealth aid in respect of the com-
prehensive water scheme, the
Premier is reported to have said
he was hoping the case would go
to the Commonwealth early next
year. Can the Premier be more
specific and give a date, say.
January, February. or March; or
would it be later than that?
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Mr. BRANQD replied: BILLS (2): RETURNED
The Minister f or Water Supplies
informs me that it would be about
March. However I can obtain the
specific date anid inform the
honourable member by letter.

PARLIAMENTARIANS
Classes on General Knowledge

12. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Education:

In view of the fact that in The
West Australian two days ago it
was reported that members of
Parliament did not require any
special knowledge or did not have
to be able to write their Own
names, does the Minister intend
to use the forthcoming recess to
conduct special classes on general
knowledge for members of Parlia-
ment?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Heannan):
Order! I will not allow that
question.

IWANKIW CASE
Payment of Constable Marshalls Costs
13. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for

Police:
(1) Did the Crown make an am graia;

payment to a Constable Marshall
in respect of legal and other costs
arising out of an action against
the constable by one Iwankiw?

(2) If so, what was the amount paid
to him?

(3) If a payment was made, did it
cover legal costs only or did it in-
clude all or any of the civil
damages awarded against the con-
stable?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) From memory I think it

E1 .849.
(3) It included all costs.

was

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS
Situation at Close of Session

14. Mr. BRADY asked the Premier:
In anticipation of the House sit-
ting tomorrow, a number of ques-
tions have been asked. I am
wanting to know whether the Pre-
mier can tell us if the information
sought in those questions will be
supplied direct to the members
concerned.

Mr. BRAND replied:
Yes. If any questions remain un-
answered I am sure the Ministers
concerned will advise the ques-
tioners in due course. As far as
I am concerned there is no in-
tention that we shall be here to-
morrow.

1. Rights in Water and Irrigation Act
Amendment Bill.

2. Bread Act Amendment Bill.
Bills returned from the Council with-

out amendment.

MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD PARTY
INSURANCE) ACT AMENDMENT

* BILL (No. 2)
Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 14th Novem-
ber. on the following motion by Mr. Nalder
(Minister for Agriculture):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. BRADY (Swan) (4.12 p.m.]: Since
obtaining the adjournment of the debate
on this Bill I have given the matter a lot
of thought and have read the Minister's
speech very closely. I was interested in
the early history of this Act and what it
meant to motor vehicle owners.

It would appear that the original Act
was introduced about 1943. Since then 10
amendments have been made to it. It was
said in 1943 that this type of insurance
was long overdue and the general public at
the time requested that the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office should take it
over and cover the third party risk. How-
ever. no agreement was reached and I
think it was ultimately decided that several
companies should take it over. Therefore
to some extent the risk was farmed out be-
tween a number of approved Insurers, I
think that is the term.

At the time the legislation was intro-
duced, a Select Committee inquired into
all aspects of third party insurance, Vari-
ous people who bad been involved in acci-
dents were not able to recover any ex-
penses from people of straw, because they
had no insurance. Ultimately the Bill was
passed and became law in much the same
form as that in which it appears today.

One of the main alterations to the Act
proposed by this Bill is the interpretation
of "motor vehicle" which is different from
what it has been for many years. "Motor
vehicle" is interpreted as follows:-

"Motor vehicle" means any vehicle
propelled by gas, oil, electricity or any
other motive power, not being animal
power, required to be licensed

The following is the new portion:-
and complying with the requirements
necessary for licensing, under the
Traffic Act, 1919, and includes a cara-
van, trailer or semi-trailer drawn or
hauled by a motor vehicle.

There will now be no reference in the in-
terpretation to-

A locomotive or traction engine pro-
pelled by steam, or a railway carriage
or wagon, tram, motor tram car, trolley
bus.
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Those words are to be deleted from the
Act,

There are two sections which will deal
with the winding up or the dissolving of
a business of an approved insurer. As I
understand the Position, the insurance is
more or less covered by a number of com-
panies called approved insurers, and it
seems that in recent times one of the ap-
Proved insurers went Insolvent with the
result that there has had to be winding
up proceedings, and naturally that insurer
will drop out.

The Act is to be amended to provide for
that eventuality, and when an approved
insurer ceases to exist, any dividend or in-
terest that Might ultimately be accruing
to It, as a company, will be set off against
earlier losses in the conduct of this type
of insurance.

There is a provision to amend section 4
of the principal Act to allow local authori-
ties to issue policies to cover vehicles not
necessarily covered under the Traffic Act.
I understand that from time to time
farmers require to take off their property,
vehicles which are not licensed, in order to
travel along highways so that the vehicles
can go to some place or other to be re-
paired. This provision is being inserted to
ensure that the local authority will be able
to issue a policy to cover such vehicles, pro-
vided the Motor Vehicle Insurance Trust
approves the type of policy that is being
issued.

AS the Minister pointed out, the particu-
lar clause I am going to refer to now will
have the sympathy of all members because
It steps up the limit Previously paid to a
Person Injured in an accident from £2,000
to £6,000 for an individual, and from
£20,000 to £60,000 as total liability in con-
nection with an accident to individuals in
a private car. It would seem that in
regard to vehicles used for hire or taxi
Purposes, generally, there will be no limit
to the amount of insurance that can be
claimed or Paid out.

It seems that anybody who may wish
to claim under the new type of insurance
will be covered for accidents at the higher
rates after this measure is proclaimed, but
no-one who has a claim now can avail
himself of these provisions.

There are one or two seemingly minor
amendments. They are really included to
cover the position in respect of legal words
where a legal interpretation is being in-
sisted on. For example, a person
apparently is supposed to report as soon
as possible an accident, where there has
been Injury or death. It would seem
that a Person could lose a case because he
did not report the accident as soon as
Possible, but as soon as practicable. It
appears there has been some legal dispu-
tation over those words in connection with
claims made. So the section concerned-
section 7-Is now to have the word
"possible" replaced by the word "prac-
ticable."

The same point crops up in section 8
where the phrase 'within a reasonable
time' occurs. The words "as soon as
practicable will be inserted in place of
the words "within a reasonable time" In
section 8.

The Bill contains an amendment deal-
ing with section 9. For the benefit of
members, seeing that third party insur-
ance is important, because of all the
vehicles that are on the road. I will read
the provision which will appear in the Act
if this Bill is passed-

29A. Notwithstanding the pro-
visions of subsections (2) and (3) of
section seven, of subsection (5) of
section eight, and of subsection (1) of
section twenty-nIne, of this Act, where
the court in which an action is brought.
or (as the case may be) Is sought to
be brought, to recover damages against
an insured Person or the Trust in
respect of the death of, or bodily Injury
to, any person, caused by or arising
out of the use of a motor vehicle, con-
siders the failure to give notice, or
the defect in any notice, or the
failure to make due search and in-
quiry, as required by one or other of
those subsections, was occasioned by
mistake, inadvertence or any other
reasonable cause or that the Trust
is not materially prejudiced in its
defence or otherwise by the failure or
defect, the court may-

(a) where the action is com-
menced, at any stage of the
proceedings, if it thinks fit,
relieve the plaintiff of the
effect of that failure or de-
fect; or

(b) where an action is sought to
be brought. if it thinks fit.
grant the applicant leave to
proceed, notwithstanding that
failure or defect.

I interpret that as easing the position
of a claimant who may be involved in an
accident. It appears that sections 7, 8.
and 29, as previously worded, could react
very harshly on a plaintive trying to
recover some insurance as the consequence
of an accident, I do not think there can
be very much objection to that provision.

While I am on the matter of new rates.
I point out that the Premium Rates Com-
mittee has recommended to the Minister
that in connection with vehicles which
are used mainly privately the present
premium of £4 6s. be stepped up to £5 its.,
an increase of £1 5s.

Whilst everyone who pays the extra
£1 5s. may feel a little sore at having to
pay the additional amount the fact
that if an accident occurs an individual
can receive up to £6,000 or, collectively,
individuals in an accident can receive up
to £60,000, may be balm to their injured
feelings.
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Personally, whilst I do not like to see
charges going up. I feel it is most satis-
factory to know that for the payment of
£1 5s. a person who may be injured for
life-be may be the breadwinner of a
family-will receive some semblance of
justice because of the amount that will in
future be paid.

The charges for some other categories of
motor vehicles have been stepped up. So
much for the premiums committee that
'was appointed, and its recommendations.
Incidentally, for those members who wish
to have a closer look at the recommenda-
tions of the committee, I point out that the
reports are lying on the Table of the House
and are numbered 282 and 283.

There is another aspect of third party
insurance, and that is contained in the
auditor's report and financial statement
for the year ended the 30th June, 1982
dealing with the activities of the trust. It
would seem that with the great number of
vehicles which are now on the road and
which have third party insurance cover.
the trust is starting to create a surplus,
whereas for many years it was showing a
fairly heavy deficit.

For example, in the year ended the 30th
June, 1958, the trust showed in round
figures, a deficit of £:39,000. In the
year ended the 30th June, 1959, it showed
a deficit of £38,000: and for the year ended
the 30th June, 1960, it showed a deficit of
£171,000. But for the year ended the 30th
June. 1961, there is an estimiated-it Is
advisable to mention the word estimated-
surplus of £97,922: and for the Year ended
the 30th June, 1962, there is an estimated
surplus of £72,784.

So, whilst it would appear that these
insurers in the past have not been able
to get much of a dividend out of this type
of insurance, because of the very great
demands made on the trust, it may be that
in the future they will get a dividend; and
it might even be that the premiums will
be reduced if the current trend continues.

As a matter of interest to members-
and I will use only two years as a com-
parison. although many other years could
be used-I will quote the figures from the
balance sheet for the first and last year
which are mentioned in the report which,
as I have said, has been tabled. For the
year ended 1958 the net premiums received
for third Party insurance amounted to
£731,244; and for the year ended 1962 the
net premiums received amounted to
£1,055,000. So it van be seen that there
has been an increase in premiums received
of aproximately £300,000.

I thought I would mention those figures
to the House whilst we are on this subject,
because if one examines the balance sheet
one will note that the assets of the Motor
Vehicle Insurance Trust total £2,750,000.
and therefore it might be considered de-
sirable not to increase insurance premiums.

However, when one looks at the liabilities
it is seen that the outstanding claims are
estimated at £1,750,000. So if those claims
materialise it can be quickly realised that
the assets of £2,750,000 could rapidly
diminish. Third party insurance is an
important subject and it will become more
important as the number of vehicles regis-
tered increases.

I support the Bill and I believe it will
be of some solace to motor vehicle owners
to know that instead of a passenger who
is injured in an accident receiving only
a maximum of £2,000, which may not even
meet the medical and hospital expenses
incurred, he will now get a maximum of
£C6.000. The maximum for a collective
claim by the several persons injured in an
accident is to be £60,000. To be fair to
the insurance premiums committee, it was
of the opinion that no limit should be fixed.
Howvever, the Minister apparently con-
sidered it was wise to insert a limit in the
legislation and that is why the maximum
amount appears in the Bill.

31R. GUTHRIE (Subiaco) [4.33 p.m.]:
I think it is important to correct a mis-
conception that is held generally in the
community and, with due respect, appar-
ently held by the member for Swan also
in view of the remarks he has just made.
There are so many people who consider
there is an upper limit on any claim made
under the Motor Vehicle (Third Party)
Insurance Act; but the fact is that there
is only an upper limit in certain circum-
stances. That upper limit will apply now
only to private vehicles where a passenger
in a car makes a claim against the
driver, and where he claims negligence on
the Part of the driver. Where a claim
is made by an individual against the
driver of another car involved in an acci-
dent there has never been an upper limit.

Until this Hill becomes law, there will
be an upper limit on claims by passengers
travelling in public transport vehicles, but
I think it is fair to say that when the
legislation was originally introduced the
greatest fear of the Motor Vehicle Insur-
ance Trust was of claims being made by
passengers travelling in public transport.
It had the fear of, say, the equivalent of
an M.T.T. bus being involved in an acci-
dent with all passengers travelling in it
being injured, and a tremendous claim for
damages having to be met, because if
such an event did occur, it could break
the fund.

I think it is correct to say that since
the inception of the trust there has been
only one major accident involving
multiple claims. That was the un-
fortunate incident involving Clontarf
boys who were travelling in one of
the Clontarf buses and which resulted, I
am told, in claims aggregating approxi-
mately £39,000. However, even that case
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did not mean that the claims were re-
duced in the aggregate to £20,000, because
the way it works is that under the Motor
vehicle (Third Party) Insurance Act re-
sponsibility may be apportioned by a court
between the two drivers involved.

If the court decides they are equally to
blame, the claimant collects only halt of
his damages. However, if it is a claim
by a passenger who is in a vehicle in-
volved in a collision with another vehicle,
and the two drivers are adjudged by the
court to be equally responsible, it means
that as to one-half of his claim the pas-
senger has no limit, and only as to the
other half does he have any limit. So
if his damages are £10,000, the £5,000
damages awarded against the driver of the
other vehicle is collected by him in full,
but in regard to his £5,000 damages claim
against the driver of the car in which he
is travelling he is, at the moment, limited
to a claim of £2,000 which would mean, as
I1 understand it. he would collect £7,000.
It may be that he would collect only
£6,000 because the limit may be reduced:
I amt not clear on that point. However,
that is the position which applies only In
claims against drivers by their own Pas-
sengers.

Personally, I am a little disappointed
that the recommendation of the insurance
Premiums committee was not accepted.
However, I must be fair to the Govern-
ment. It was not the Government
which refused to accept the recommnenda-
tion. but the members of the Motor Vehicle
Insurance Trust. They felt it was too revo-
lutionary to lift the lid off the maxi-
mum at present. However, the trust
urges against this no limit on the claim
by a passenger that there could be col-
lusion between the passenger and the
driver. If that statement is examined, the
only real collusion that could occur would
be on the question of negligence Itself. Un-
doubtedly, there could be collusion be-
tween the driver and the passenger on the
question of who was to blame for the ac-
cident, but there is no bar against that.

There could be no real effect of collusion
when it comes to the assessment of dam-
ages because the driver of the vehicle
plays little part in the assessment of the
damages. it is usually taken on medical
evidence. It is taken on the testimony of
experts, so to speak. When this legisla-
tion came into being in 1943, the limits
were £2.000 and £20,000, and in 1952 we
are taking those limits to £6,000 and
E60.000. We are not even keeping Pace with
the depreciation of our currency. So I
hope another look will be taken at this
legislation after more statistics are com-
piled with a view to upper limits being
increased. It must be borne In mind that
it is a case of "there, but for the race of
God, go I."

Even though we are contributors to the
scheme by the payment of premiums, each
and every one of us could be a beneficiary

of the scheme tomorrow. Any one of us
could leave this House this evening and get
knocked down by a motorcar, following
which a claim could be made upon the
trust. Also, it must be borne in mind that
we are potential defendants against a
claim for damages at any time, and the
mere fact that the trust does not cover
us for full compensation, does not prevent
the injured person claiming and obtaining
a judgment against those who are re-
sponsible for the accident. So unless every
driver takes out a comprehensive insur-
ance policy to cover himself against the
slack-that is the difference between the
actual claim for damages and the amount
for which he is insured-he laces the grim
prospect that the passenger who is injured
in his car could recover damages up to
£E20,000.

At the moment the trust would present
hini with a cheque for £2,00, but under
the Bill he would be presented with £5,000.
Therefore, he would be personally liable
for the balance of £14,000. The prospect
of meeting the balance of such a claim to
an ordinary individual-unless, as I say,
he has wisely taken out a comprehensive
insurance policy to cover the slack-is grim
indeed. In consequence, I do not think
we should look at the legislation from the
angle that it might cost each individual
another £1 per year in insurance premium.
Personally, I would rather pay an extra E1
a year in insurance premium to have the
knowledge that whatever circumstances
happened whilst I was driving my car I
would be completely covered.

Again, it is often argued against this
provision that one selects the driver of the
car one enters. That is not a correct
statement. Possibly there have been many
occasions when every one of us has entered
a car when, three minutes before that
time, we had no intention of travelling in
the car. A person may have a business
engagement and someone might say, "I will
send around my car to pick you up to con-
vey you to your destination'. That Person
may not have seen the driver of the cvLr
before and could be placed in the position
of being a passenger claiming damages
against the driver If he were injured.

When it is realised that the damages
that can be claimed by a passenger who
is injured in a vehicle are over £20,000,
and when it is realised the High Court,
earlier this year, caustically criticised the
paucity of the damages that were being
awarded to victims of accidents in this
State, it must be expected that the claims
for damages will go higher and higher be-
cause the principles or our systems of jus-
tice are such that when a higher court ex-
presses the view that the damages awarded
are too low, the lower courts must take
heed of such decision and follow suit In
their future judgments.

The remarks of the High Court judges
were directed against the decision on a
claim for damages that was made by a
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Supreme Court Judge, and in that case
the Supreme Court decided that the widow
involved suffered no loss at all. Neverthe-
less, the High Court had no difficulty in
assessing the damages at £912.000. It is
a major Principle in this legislation and
I hope the time will come, for the full
protection of everybody concerned, when
the upper limit on the claim by a passen-
ger in a vehicle will be removed, because
19 years' experience has shown that there
has been only one major disaster which
involved the payment of a large amount
in a claim for damages. If the upper
limit Is not removed it could create great
hardship where the defendant in the case
has no comprehensive Insurance and no
assets of isa own, because, as has teen
said by the member for Swan, there could
be an occasion when he would not recover
even his medical expenses.

The largest claim that I have had was
one where the hospital expenses were over
£3,000, and the total damages claim came
to well over £20,000. As can be realised.
that happened to be the case of a claim
for damages by a Person who was not a
passenger against the driver of a vehicle,
but if his claim had been against his own
driver he would have finished UP obtaining
13s. in the pound for his hospital ex-
penses, and nothing for his medical ex-
penses. The assessment, including the
loss of his wages for the period he was
off work and the general assessment of
his loss, totalled £17,000.

The other major alteration in the Bill,
as has been mentioned by the member for
Swan, has arisen as the result of an in-
surance company going into liquidation
and being unable to meet its commitments.
The trust has found itself in an awkward
situation; namely, that if there are losses
in the operations for a year, under the Act
they must be apportioned among the other
approved insurers. When they are ap-
portioned, and one of the approved in-
surers has not the capacity to pay, there
Is no power in the Act to reapportion that
small percentage among the remaining in-
surers, and that is chiefly What this other
amendment is designed to do.

For example, say £1,000 had to be col-
lected from 10 insurers in amounts of £100
each, and one insurer defaulted, the trust
would collect £900, but it could not appor-
tion the £100 among the remaining nine
insurers. It would have no legal authority
whatever to get it from anywhere else. It
is to cover up that weakness in the legis-
lation that these amendments to sections
3L and 3P of the Principal Act are designed.

I do not think the original architects
of this measure ever imagined we would
reach a situation where an Insurance com-
pany would fail and be unable to meet its
liability; but it is a fact that this did hap-
pen to a well-known New Zealand com-
pany.

With those observations I support the
Bill in the Pious hope that next year we
may see this particular limit removed.

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) (4.46 p.m.]: I thank honour-
able members for their contribution to this
debate. It is quite interesting to read the
debate which took Place in another place
and to note that in every case the mem-
bers were wholeheartedly in support of the
legislation. I think we can rest assured
this is a progressive move; and in reply
to the member for Subiaco I am certain
that if it is necessary to have this measure
reintroduced, action will be taken by the
Minister. For the reasons given In my
second reading speech, and supported by
the two previous speakers, the raising of
the limits allowed under the Act are
necessary.

I am of the opinion that this legislation
will be generally accepted even though it
will mean a raising of the premium that
has to be paid. From discussions I have
had with the general public I would not
think there is any violent opposition to
the measure, which I commend to the
House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Nalder (Minister for Agriculture), and
passed.

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Third Reading
MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minxister for

Industrial Development) 14.52 p.m.l: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

I would like to Inform the House that the
amendments to the previous Bill that was
contingent on this measure have been
passed by the Legislative Council and the
way is left clear for the passage of this
Bill and the next one.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

SIMULTANEOUS DEATHS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Third Reading
MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for

Industrial Development) r4.53 p.m.1: I
move-

That the Hill be now read a second
time.

This completes the series of Hills that were
originally introduced for this reform.

Question put and Passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.
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LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 3)

In Committee, etc.
Resumed from the 14th November. The

Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Cromxnelin) in the Chair; Mr. Court
(Minister for Industrial Development) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 51: Section 184 amended-
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Progress

was reported after Mr. Fletcher had moved
an amendment to substitute the wards
"one pound" for the words "two guineas"
which had been deleted from line 23. page
20.

Mr. COURT: In view of the fact that
the Committee has already decided that
the words "two guineas" shall be removed,
there is no object in my opposing the sub-
stitution of these words. However. I
would point out to the Committee that if
they are inserted it will be necessary to
recommit the Bill at the appropriate stage
to amend some of the provisions that have
already been passed.

I invite the attention of the Committee
to the fact that if these words are inserted
it will produce an anomalous situation. I
have conferred with the draftsman, and he
has suggested-I think with commonsense
-that upon recommital subelause (2)
should be deleted altogether, as should
paragraph (c). Then we would revert to
the situation that existed before this Bill
was introduced; namely, the provisions of
section 184, paragraph (e).

If we allowed this provision as amended
to remain in the Statute it would produce
a most anomalous situation: and if the
interpretation of some members is correct,
honorary members of a elub would be sub-
ject to a subscription.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not see why we
should have to recommit this Bill, since
the clause has not been put.

The DEPUTY
melin) : Order!
cannot go back

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Crom-
The honourable member
on the clause.

Mr. TOMS: Does the Minister think it
will be necessary to delete the whole of
subelause (2) since it contains the words
"there shall be a defined subscription of
not less than"?

Mr. COURT: The legislation at Present
on the statute book has a subsection in it
which provides for the position at the pre-
sent time. I am referring to section 184
(e): and it would be ludicrous to have this
particular subclause placed on the statute
book.

Amendment (to substitute words) Put
and passed.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is impossible for any
of us to anticipate what may take Place
upon recommittal, if that be the wish of
the House. Therefore, I must deal with

the situation that confronts me at present.
I think all members will agree that the
insertion of the words of which the Min-
ister gave notice, and which appear on the
notice paper, will meet at least one or
two of the objections he has raised:
namely, that this £1 minimum shall apply
to ordinary members, and in respect of
others there shall be payable such fees, If
any, as the club may prescribe. I agree
that as it is at the present moment they
could all be subject to the payment of
£1. Accordingly, if the Minister is not
going to move for the insertion of the
words standing in his name on the notice
paper, then it Is my intention to do so.

Mr. COURT: It is not the intention of
the Government to move for the inser-
tion of the words. We are going through
a lot of unnecessary rigmarole. Apparently
the Committee wants the status quo to be
preserved. The Government has accepted
the will of the Committee and has given
notice of its intention to make that effec-
tive. The most effective way, the drafts-
man assures me, is to return to the status
quo completely by finishing up with the
same minimum subscription which was
provided in the Act originally before the
Bill was introduced.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am endeavouring to
confirm my position. The Minister can
see that I have certain amendments on
the notice paper. As I have not had an
opportunity of assessing the position, if
we do return to the original wording in
the Act I do not know whether it will be
possible for me to move at least one of
what I regard as being important amend-
ments which I have on the notice paper.

Therefore, as this clause is before us, we
should attend to it and make such amend-
ments as we consider are proper. I re-
peat: Nobody can say with certainty that
the House will agree to a recommittal of
the measure. Accordingly, I move an
amendment-

Page 20, line 24-Insert after the
word "by" the word "ordinary."

if I am successful I will move the second
amendment which appears on the notice
paper in the name of the Mi~nister. This
amendment will have the effect of ensur-
ing that the £1 minimum fee applies to
ordinary members only, and clubs can
charge what they like down to nil in re-
spect of other members.

Mr. COURT: I want to make it clear
that the Government means to oppose this
amendment. We have made our inten-
tion clear. We want to give effect to the
original will of the Committee, and the
simple way is to deal with this clause at
the appropriate time, which will restore
the situation as it existed in the original
Act. I cannot think of a more simple and
comimonsense way of handling the matter.
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Amendment Put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Mr. Bickcerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr- Graham
MrI. Hall

Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J7. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamnieson

Mr. Havenl
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfor
Mr. Orsyden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hart
Mr. Hearman
Dlr. Henn

Ayes-23
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D. 0. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tronkin
Mr. H. May

Noes-23
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Hutchinson
1. W. Manning
W. A. Manning
Mitchell
Nalder
Nimnho
O'Connor
Runcinian
Wild
Williams
O'Neil

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Crom-
melin): The voting being equal, I give my
casting vote with the Noes.

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. GRAHAM: Again, it is impossible

for me to satisfy myself that the Bill will
be recommitted, We had the experience,
for instance, of the member for Narrogin
speaking strongly against a provision and
then voting another way. Seeing that this
is a matter for individual members form-
ing their own opinions, nobody can say
with certainty how any division will result.
I move an amendment-

Page 20. line 25-Insert after the
word "advance" the following pas-
sage:-

The determination of such de-
fined subscription shall be at the
absolute discretion of the club,
and the Court Is hereby Precluded
from requiring such defined sub-
scription to be in excess of one
pound per annum as a condition
of registration.

Parliament resolved many years ago, and
has confirmed that decision this afternoon,
that the clubs shall be free to charge what
subscription they like, provided it is not
less than £1 per annum. That is the will
of Parliament; and it has been in the
Statute for some 50 years. Unfortunately
the Licensing Court, in respect of new ap-
plications made to it, is taking steps which
I. as a layman, feel might be suspect if
they were contested before a court of law.

The Licensingz Court is granting regis-
tration to new clubs on condition that they
charge a certain subscription. I quote the
case of the City Beach Bowling Club, and
I look at the member for the district as
I do so. An application was made for
regristration, and in the rules of the Club
-which, of course, must be lodged with
the court-there was provided an an-
nual subscription of five guineas. Th e

court granted a provisional registra-
tion subject to an amendment of
the rules providing for an annual
subscription of 10 guineas. I might also
mention the North Beach Bowling
Club. Its proposition was for an annual
subscription of five guineas; yet the court
insisted that, as a condition of registra-
tion, it increase the annual subscription
to seven guineas.

What purpose is being served by this
Parliament solemnly resolving that there
shall be a minimum fee beyond which it
shall be at the discretion of the club, if
there is some loophole or weakness in the
Statute which enables the Licensing Court
to impose something which was never in-
tended? Of course, because of this require-
ment insisted upon by the court, no club
can do anything else but accede to it.
That is the Position, because it is well
known that the amenity of a license is
something which is indispensable to such
clubs as bowling clubs. If there be any
doubt in the Act at the moment-and I
am not a constitutional lawyer-my
amendment will resolve the matter in
clear, unmistakable language: that the
court has no authority to insist that any
club shall write into its rules the payment
of an annual subscription in excess of £1.

If the clause is recommitted, then it will
be written into the section of the Act-
if it is possible to do so in an appropriate
place; and I have still not had an oppor-
tunity of analysing that-in order, to use
the Minister's own words, to Preserve the
status quo. I am certain it was never
thought by Parliament that conditions
should be imposed by the Licensing Court
in respect of an area, the numqber of mem-
bers, and the facilities to be provided, or
that it should tamper with the annual
subscription which Parliament itself laid
down. I feel certain that the majority
of members will support my amendment.

Mr. COURT: I oppose the amendment
moved by the member for Balcatta. As
has already been stated, the Government
has accepted the decision of the Commit-
tee in respect of the two guineas, and it is
our desire to place the Statute back into
its original condition. That canl only be
done by recommittal. Section 184 Ce) of
the parent Act is quite clear, and if we
leave it at that and do not tamper with
this thing we will be taking the right and
proper course. If the Licensing Court is
going beyond its jurisdictions, there are
ways and means of making it conform.

Mr. Graham: If there is a loophole, then
this is the time and place to Put it right.

Mr. COURT: The legislation has worked
successfully for a long time. If we tinker
around with this, where will we finish up?
The Government wishes to retain section
184 (ce). I oppose the amendment.

Mr. TONKIN: It is pretty clear that the
Government favours the provision of select
clubs.
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Mr. Court: I do not know that a two-
guinea club is likely to be a highly select
club.

Mr. TONKIN: But that is the minimum
fee. The Licensing Court can establish a
fee of 15 guineas. The Minister should
talk commonsense. What is the use of
our applying a minimum fee if we do not
control the maximum? If the Licensing
Court submits to people who want to form
a club that they cannot form it unless
they charge ten guineas, of what value is
the minimum fee provision?

This only gives the Licensing Court
power to establish select clubs, and to en-
sure that in the future no club except
a select club will be established. That
is a fine state of affairs! IWe spend hours
here determining that the minimum fee
shall be £1. instead of two guineas because
we say that if clubs want to get down to
a fee as low as that they should be allowed
to do so; and yet wet permit a situation to
remain where the Licensing Court can pro-
vide that people cannot form a club unless
they charge ten guineas. Where is the logic
in that?

If the Government wants to ensure that
in the future the only clubs to be formed
will be select clubs, we know what to do;
but do not let us practise this subterfuge
about it. If we go on like that, we will
have clubs such as they have in America
where a person has to pay a King's ran-
som to get into them. Do we want that
sort of thing in Western Australia, or do
we want to ensure that districts which do
not possess clubs today shall be enabled
to Possess them on the same basis as
districts which do have them?

Of what value is a provision in the law
that the minimum fee shall be £1 if we
leave it to the Licensing Court to say that
with all new clubs the minimum fee shall
be ten guineas or £21? That places per-
sons who are applicants for a club in the
position of having to accept what the
court suggests, or not having their club.
The upshot of that would be that in the
future the formation of clubs would be
restricted to select clubs--the hoity-
toity idea;, let in the posh people and no-
body else!

If that Is the Government's policy It is
well that we should know it; but it is not
our policy that the Licensing Court shall
have the power to override the expressed
intention of Parliament and to provide that
in future entrance fees for clubs shall be
on a high level. Naturally if people are
keen to get a club in their district they
will be obliged to accept the suggestion of
the Licensing Court or they will not get
a club. If that is to be the position, where
is our idea that the minimum fee shall be
£1? How does that work out? Of course
it becomes ridiculous and a complete
futility.

£1031

The Government's only reason submitted
so far is that it wants the legislation with
regard to this matter to retain its status
quo. The Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment, with his tongue in his cheek,
said that there are other ways of testing
this out, if we feel the law is not being
observed. I like that, in view of the Gov-
ernment's performances in a number of
other directions! I do not think we
should place any reliance on It. We should
determine here and now whether or not
we approve that all clubs in the future
may be restricted to select clubs. Where
the admittance is seven guineas and 10
guineas now, it will not be long before it
is £21.

The minimum fee should be £1. and it
the club members want a higher fee it is
for them to determine. It is not for the
Licensing Court to say, "We have decided
that yours shall be a select club and that
is the only club you can have. You are
to charge ten guineas or there will be no
club." That might be all right in Pepper-
mint Grove, but it might not be so good
in Wyalkatchem.

Mr. Oldfield: Or Mullewa.
Mr. Brand: You can't swing me overt
Mr. TONKIN: I support the amend-

ment.
Mr. FLETCHER: I also support the

amendment. I can see a prospect of a
limitation on clubs, and I hope the Mini-
ster's attitude is not to be interpreted as
being one of petulance because ray amend-
ment was carried yesterday. I hope vested
interests are not using pressure in this
matter. I said yesterday that club members
could be driven into the hotels If a higher
minimum fee were provided for, and that
was the Purpose of my amendment. Un-
fortunately we now have the spectacle of
the Minister opposing his own amend-
ments, and I suspect that is simply be-
cause suggestions were submitted from this
side and one of them was carried yester-
day. I want to know why it was satisfac-
tory yesterday and not satisfactory today.
The ink was hardly dry on the notice paper
before we found the Minister opposing his
own amendment. I would like to see him
being a little more consistent.

Mr. QLDFIELD: I support the amend-
ment but not altogether for the reasons
that previous speakers have outlined. I
believe there is a real issue at stake re-
garding the status of Parliament and the
status of the Licensing Court. it has be-
come a question of whether Parliament
will be dictated to by the Licensing Court,
or whether the Licensing Court will be al-
lowed to do only what Parliament intends
it should be allowed to do.

Yesterday I made mention of the fact
that the court at the moment is exercising
a right, or Is assuming a right to dictate
to new clubs what the clubs' fees shall

2016
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be. I deny the court has the right to do
that under the Act. Wben Parliament
laid down a minimum fee of £1 the
obvious intention was that any club could
be registered provided it fulfiled the re-
quirements in regard to the number of
members, etc., and It was up to the club
to charge whatever fees it wished so long
as the minimum fee was £1.

The Minister said that section 1B4 pro-
vides for certain rules which must appear
in the club rules before the court can
grant registration. Parliament has laid
that down and so the court must accept
it: but in this instance the court's attitude
Is a sheer bluff, because it Is dictating to
the clubs what the minimum fee shall be.
and if the clubs do not abide by the court's
decision it refuses registration. That is in
defiance of the wishes of Parliament be-
cause the Act lays It down that the mini-
mum fee shall be £1 and it is up to club
members to charge whatever fees they de-
sire over and above that figure.

Mr. Toms* They refuse without any
reason.

Mr. OLDFIELD: That Is so. We have
seen it before. In fact It happened in the
case of the East Perth Football Club, which
made an application for a license some
years ago. Four or five applications were
made and the case eventually went to the
Full Court and it was ruled that the Li-
censing Court had a right to refuse regis-
tration without giving a reason. However,
I do not mind the Licensing Court hav-
ing the power to refuse registration if a
club does not look as though It will func-
tion according to the purposes for which
It was formed, or if It is being farmed by
an undesirable element, or the premises
are unsuitable, and so on. In those cases
the court should have the right to refuse
registration; and it has that right now.

The Minister spoke about the status quo,
I think we should retain the status quo, but
the position should be strengthened so that
the court will know where it stands, and so
that it will realise that Parliament in-
tended, and still intends the minimum fee
to be £1, and that the club itself has the
right to increase the fee if it so desires.
That Is not the function of the court.

The real issue is whether the wishes of
Parliament, which has 50 elected members
In this place and 30 in another place, shall
prevail or whether the wishes of three ap-
pointed people can override them. I be-
lieve that Parliament should take charge
of its own affairs and tell the court what
its duties are.

Mr. COURT:, Thie Deputy Leader of the
Opposition tried to create the atmosphere
that all of a sudden this Government had
set sail on a course of having select clubs.

Mr. Graham; No; but you are approving
of the action of the court in that direction.

Mr. COURT: Nothing could be further
from the facto. This provision has been
in the Act since 1911.

Mr. Oldfleld: But it had never been exer-
cised until the present members of the
court took charge.

Mr. COURT: The provision has been in
the Act since 1911. The Li.censing Court
has been dealing with applications for
club licenses for years. A lot of feeling has
been expressed by some clubs about the
attitude of the Licensing Court, but we
must realise that this body Is entrusted
by Parliament to administer the law. It
has a very onerous responsibility and its
members must be allowed some flexibility.
I cannot see where they have the right to
impose a higher subscription. A minimum
is prescribed by the Statute, and if the
court is going beyond its Jurisdiction
surely someone will challenge it one day.
The court will not continue to get away
with that.

Mr. Tonkin: What? By people trying to
establish a new club?

Mr, COURT: People trying to get aL
license.

Mr. Tonkin: They would be likely to
do that. What hope would they have of
getting a license after that?

Mr. COURT: Members of Parliament
would be the first to complain if the Li-
censing Court were showing any laxity in
the administration of the law.

Mr. Toms: Complaints are being lodged
now.

Mr. COURT: Members would be standing
up and complaining that the court was
not administering the law properly. They
would be saying, "Why don't they demand
better standards of accommodation?"
and the like.

Mr. Graham: The red herrings are com-
ing out now.

Mr. Fletcher: That is if Parliament is
sitting.

Mr. COURT; If the provision in section
184 Ce) is so objectionable why did not the
previous Government take some action
to have it amended? All of a sudden it be-
comes a bogey.

Mr. Tonkin* It is because of the new
set-up of the court which has occurred
under this Government.

Mr. COURT: Is the member for Mel-
ville implying that the court is adminis-
tering the Act differently?

Mr. Tonkin: I am not implying it; I
am saying it.

Mr. COURT: I oppose the amendment.
If the Licensing Court were not acting
according to law it would be challenged
by those who are aggrieved. The inten-
tion of the Government Is to observe the
section in its present form.
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Mr. OLDFIEWL: The Minister knows
that the Licensing Court cannot be chal-
lenged. That has been proved by the
case of the East Perth Football Club.

Mr. Court: If anybody goes out of his
jurisdiction he can be challenged.

Mr. OLDFIELD: The East Perth Foot-
ball Club and the Q.C. associated with it
felt that the court had gone out of its
jurisdiction, but that club did not get any
redress from the court. The court does
not refuse to register a club because it
refuses to make five guineas or ten
guineas available. It does not say that
is the reason. All the court is concerned
about is prescribing a fee. As a matter
of fact, in a recent case it granted a regis-
tration subject to the fee being made ten
guineas. I claim that is beyond the Juris-
diction of the court. But who can chal-
lenge it, and how is anybody going to
challenge it? The amendment will leave
it to the court to make the fee four, five,
or six guineas for every club, which It will
probably do out of sheer spite, because the
fee of two guineas has been struck out.

Mr. CORNELL: I propose to support the
amendment moved by the member for Bal-
catta. In the past the Licensing Court
has dealt with the registration of clubs on
the ability of clubs to accommodate
members. Uip until now the policy of the
court has been to leave the matter of sub-
scriptions alone. This question of sub-
scriptions being a requisite to registration
should not be agreed to.

Amendment put and a division taken
,with the following result:-

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Cornell,
M. Curran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Haill
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J7. Hegziey
Mr. W. Hegney

Mr. PovaU
Mr. Brand
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Hart
Mr. Hearmnan
flr. Hiena
Mr. Hutchinson

Ayes-24
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D. 0. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Seweli
Mr. Tame
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

(Teller .
Noesa-20

Mr. I. W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Naider
Mr. Nimmno
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williamis
Mr. O'Neil

(Teller)~

Majority for-4.

Amendment thus passed.

Mr. GUTHlRIE: I dealt with my amend-
ment during my second reading speech.
As I pointed out, there are already clubs
in existence with a membership radius
greater than 25 miles. This legislation

will tell those clubs that, whether they like
it or not, they must amend their rates. I
move an amendment-

Page 20. lines 33 to 45-Delete the
definition "country member' appear-
ing in proposed new subsection (3)
and substitute the following-

"country member" means, in the
case of a club the premises of
which are situated within the
metropolitan licensing dis-
trict, a member who ordi-
narily resides at such distance
(not being less than 25 miles)
from those premises as the
rules of the club shall pre-
scribe, and in the case of a
club the premises of which
are not so situated, a mem-
ber who ordinarily resides at
such distance (not being less
than 15 miles) from those
premises as the rules of the
club shall prescribe.

Mr. COURT: This amendment has been
examined by the Crown Law Department.
and it is thought to meet the situation bet-
ter than the one in the Bill. I support
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed,
Mr. GU'THRIE; I move an amendment-

Page 21, lines 1 and 2-Delete the
definition of "honorary member" ap-
pearing in proposed new subsection
(3), and substitute the following-

"honorary member" meant, a
member elected or deemed an
honorary member pursuant
to section 185 and includes
an honorary life member.

It would not matter very much If this
were left, if it were not for the definition
of "temporary member". There Is not
really a definition given to "honorary
member". At the bottom of the definition
we see that a temporary member means
the same as an honorary member. if
"temporary member" is to stay, we must
have "honorary member".

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. GUTHRIE: I move an amendment-

Page 21, lines 3 to 8-Delete the
definition of "ordinary member" ap-
pearing in proposed new subsection
(3) and substitute the following-

"ordinary member" means a mem-
her (not being of any other
class of member prescribed
by the rules of the club) who
Is entitled to exercise with-
out restriction the full privi-
leges of the club.

I would refer members to the definition
of "ordinary member", and I would point
out we already have "country member" in
the list; and this is defined, it seems to
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be accepted In every club that a country
member has full privileges, the only dif-
ference being that he pays less subscrip-
tion. So there we have some conflict. We
have the definition of "country member",
who also comes in under the definition of
"ordinary member".

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 52 put and passed.
Clause 53: Section 186 amended-
Mr. GRAHAM: I move an amendment-

Page 22-Insert after paragraph (a)
in lines 39 to 41 the following new
paragraph to stand as paragraph
(b):

(b) by deleting the words "not
exceeding seven consecutive
hours" in lines 6 and 7 of
subsection (1) -

At present the Licensing Court nmay grant
a club Permission to admit extraordinary
honorary members during any time not
exceeding seven consecutive hours. The
intention is to remove those last words
in order to leave the matter entirely at the
discretion of the court. At the moment
clubs make application to the court, and
these applications are amended where
necessary in order to conform to the
wishes of the court.

I am aware of a number of cases where
applications have been made for a social
evening to proceed far into the morning,
and the court has said it considered a
certain hour was a reasonable thing. The
court will not grant authority for an extra-
ordinary license to go beyond the hour of
11.45 pin, on a Saturday. So there is no
question about the court being able to
lay down for itself the period during which
a license shall operate.

We have decided that 55 shall be the
number of occasions on which those extra-
ordinary licenses can be granted. I quote
the case of a football club. As is known.
many visitors, particularly from other
clubs, attend at the home club, so a license
is obtained from approximately noon till
7 p.m. or thereabouts.

When clubs hold social or cabaret even-
ings for their members and friends it is
necessary for the clubs to apply f or a
second license to operate from 7 p.m. to
11.45 p.m. on Saturday evenings. How-
ever, it is grossly unfair for a football
club to have to use up two of its special
permits in respect of one function. The
Licensing Court has always been the arbi-
ter, and it will lay down the terms and
conditions for these permits. Outside of
football clubs and a few others I outlined.
the number of occasions for concessions
to extend beyond seven hours will be ex-
ceedingly rare. To suggest otherwise
would be to express a vote of no confidence
In the Court. I am not suggesting that

where the Licensing Court has a discre -
tion to prescribe the hours its discretion
should be interfered with. All I am ask-
ing for is a realistic approach.

I have illustrated how in certain cir-
cumstances it would be proper for the
court to grant a special license to exceed
seven hours. Under the existing legisla-
tion clubs can hold functions extending
beyond seven consecutive hours, but they
have to use up two of their concessions
granted by the court.

Mr. Brand: If that is the position, Why
do you bother with your amendment?

Mr. GRAHAM: Because Parliament has
agreed to Prescribe 55 such permits each
year for each club. If a club desires to
conduct a function extending beyond
seven hours it is unreasonable to expect
the club to use up two of the permits for
the one occasion.

Mr. COURT: This amendment is op-
posed. The only logical reasoning one
can place on the objective of the amend-
ment is that an indication will be given
to the Licensing Court that Parliament
has no objection to a longer period than
seven hours. If it were the intention of
the mover of the amendment to indicate
to the court that the hours should be re-
stricted to fewer than seven, the method
would be to move an amendment for a
Period of fewer than seven hours, so that
the court would Interpret the will of Par-
liament as favouring periods less than
seven hours.

This question of licensed clubs and their
trading hours has got out of hand com-
pletely. There seems to be a determina-
tion on the part of some people to make
it easier and easier for clubs to provide
drinks, and they seem to forget the objects
for which those clubs were formed. I think
the period not exceeding seven consecutive
hours, as expressed in the Bill, is fair
enough. I cannot raise any enthusiasm for
deleting the existing provision and leav-
ing It to the discretion of the court to pre-
scribe the hours, because If the words were
deleted the indication to the court would
be that Parliament had no objection to
periods greater than seven hours.

Mr. Davies: Has the seven-hour limita-
tion always been in the Act?

Mr. COURT: I do not know when it was
introduced, but to my knowledge it has
been in the Act for a long time and has
worked very well.

Mr. GRAHAM: The assessment of the
Minister is completely wrong. He seems
to be quite happy for these clubs to become
beer houses.

Mr. Court: I am trying to avoid that.

Mr. GRAHAM: The amendment seeks
to Improve the atmosphere In clubs. in-
stead of the men drinking at the bar until
11 p.m., it is far better for them to sit
down with their wives and friends on
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special nights to enjoy a drink. There is a
great deal of virtue In encouraging activi-
ties in clubs other than breasting the bar.

Under the existing set-up a club is per-
mitted to hold a function extending beyond
seven hours if It is prepared to forfeit two
of Its special permits for the occasion. Borne
football clubs obtain special licenses for
12 consecutive hours, but they use up two
of their permits. All that the existing pro-
vision does Is to penalise clubs which hold
functions of the type I referred to previ-
ously; it does not have the effect of pre-
venting the extension of the period beyond
seven hours.

The Minister seems to be afraid that this
amendment might be construed in certain
quarters as a concession to licensed clubs,
and that the hotels' association and other
interested parties might not be very pleased
with it. The only effect of my amendment
Is that clubs would be able to hold social
evenings for a period beyond seven hours,
without the need to forfeit two permits on
each occasion.

Mr. GUTHRIE. The member for Bal-
catta would have a case if the circum-
stances he outlined applied only to foot-
ball clubs. During a year a football club
plays 21 matches, either 10 home and 11
away matches, or vice versa, We are also
aware that no football club is granted a
special license when a semi-final, final, and
grand final takes place. Therefore, dur-
Ing the year there could be 10 or 11 occa-
sions when a football club would want a
special license when visitors and members
of the opposing teams were invited to re-
main for the social during the evening of
the home match. If it had to use two per-
mits on each such occasion, the total numn-
ber for the year would only be 22. Out of
the total of 55 to be granted during the
year, such a club would still have 33 per-
mits available.

Mr. Graham: What about the position of
bowling clubs?

Mr. GUTHRIE: Bowling clubs do not
hold functions as frequently as other types
of clubs. The danger in Parliament de-
leting the words "not exceeding seven con-
secutive hours" Is that the court will re-
gard such action as an indication that
the hours should be extended. I do not
think the football clubs are greatly affected
by the provision in the Bill to restrict the
special licenses to 55 in any year. If after
the provisions in the Bill have been in
operation for 12 months we find that
sporting clubs are severely interfered with
in their laudable operations, the whole
position can be examined again by Par-
liament.

Mr. FLETCHER: One club in Fremantle
is affected by the restriction; it Is a dart
club. The contingency envisaged by the
member for Balcatta does arise In the case
of that club, because it holds dart com-
petitions in the afternoons and evenings.
it is very concerned about the prospect of

having to use two permits for one occa-
sion. As a consequence of approaches to mne
I have to support the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 54 to 58 put and Passed.
Clause 59: Section 204 amtended-
Mr. GRAHAM: I ask members to vote

against this clause. The provision con-
tained therein hardly needs elaboration,
other than to refer to the remarks I made
on the 5th November, 1959, when a similar
provision was contained in a Bill intro-
duced by the then Attorney-General, who
is now the chairman of the Licensing Court.
During that debate various members spoke.
No division was taken, because the Minis-
ter agreed with our viewpoint that a right
which the clubs had enjoyed over the last
half-century should not be taken away.
On that occasion I am recorded on page
2855 of the 1959 Hansard as having said-

I trust the Committee will reject
this provision and leave the existing
provisions in operation to allow clubs
to sell kegs to their members. Con-
trary to the general belief, there is
no great trade in barrels of beer in
the clubs of which I have some know-
ledge. A club constituted of 1,500
members, last Christmas sold seven
5-gallon kegs, while the holder of the
gallon license at the corner shop dis-
posed of 170 5-gallon kegs. How many
were sold by the hotel I do not know.

I interpolate here that they would be lucky
If they sold a dozen. To continue-

It is obvious, therefore, that so far
as the metropolitan area is concerned,
if there is a threat to the hotels, it is
from the holders of gallon licenses
rather than from the clubs. The pro-
fit on the sale of beer, depending on
a few circumstances, rests between 50
per cent. and 70 per cent. I am in-
formed that on kegs it is approxi-
mately 20 per cent.; so that as a rule
people would not encourage this type
of business, They would prefer to sell
by the glass over the counter. It is a
facility that is enjoyed and I cannot
see any great detriment to the holders
of other types of licenses. So why
interfere with the privilege? We can
be proud of our clubs In Western Aus-
tralia and this would only irritate and
upset themn.

I appeal to the Committee to leave
the clubs alone. Generally speaking
the conduct of clubs Is more satisfac-
tory than the conduct of hotels-and
I do not say that disparagingly with
regard to the hotels. In clubs, how-
ever, in many cases, light refreshments
are provided with drinks: there are
games of darts, cards, and table ten-
nis. Apart from this, the great
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*majority of clubs are associated with
at least one sporting activity on which
they are centred.

Mr. Bickerton: Who said that?

Mr. GRAHAM: The then member for
East Perth. Those remarks are equally
appropriate at present. I am aware of
the fact that a number of clubs are not
over-enthusiastic about selling kegs, but
they do it as a service. It is a Privilege
which club members have enjoyed for a
long time. I am aware, too, that there
are quite a number of hotels that are
averse to selling kegs. They say it
involves them in the necessity of keeping
a lot of records and also there is on occa-
sion difficulty In having the empty bar-
rels returned.

As I have already pointed out, the clubs
are making no great inroads into the legi-
timate trade of hotels, and it is a privilege
they have enjoyed for a long time. In
1959 the Minister in charge of the Bill
(Mr. Watts) said-

I do not propose to Press for this
clause. I am quite prepared to leave
it to the decision of the Committee.

That is a fair indication of how enthu-
siastic he was about it. I hope the
Minister will adopt the same attitude as
Mr. Watts adopted on that occasion and
Will vote against this clause.

Mr. BRADY: I want to briefly support
the member for Balcatta in this matter
because there are several clubs in my area
the secretaries of which have telephoned
me on the subject. They are most
anxious that they should retain this privi-
lege of selling kegs to their members. The
clubs quite often not only supply the kegs,
but are prepared to provide other equip-
ment such as pumps, glasses, and other
instruments necessary for the extraction
of liquor from the kegs, and the members
appreciate this service and in my opinion
are entitled to retain it.

Mr. TONKIN: I am conscious of the
fact that I am using valuable time, but I
have a responsibility to a number of clubs
which have sent Petitions to me in con-
nection with this Bill. This is the only
clause over which they have expressed
their concern. Each of the following clubs
has sent me a petition :-The Melville
Bowling Club, the East Fremnantle Bowling
Club, the Fremantle Buffalo Club, the
Fremantle Bowling Club, the Fremantle
Workers' Social and Leisure Club. the
South F'remantle Football Club, and the
Fremantle Club. These Petitions are ex-
tensively signed and are accompanied by
letters pointing out that the clubs have
undertaken considerable financial respon-
sibility in the knowledge that they have
enjoyed this line of business before and
felt that they should be able to continue
to derive revenue from this source.

Some of these clubs go to considerable
lengths to assist their members. They
undertake that the kegs they supply will
be chilled free of cost. This does not ap-
ply if a keg is obtained elsewhere. Some
members put away a certain amount dur-
ing the year so that when Christmas comes
they know they will have sufficient credit
to enable them to purchase a keg. This
enables them to obtain better liquor than
bottled liquor, in such a condition that
it is immediately usable.

The members of the clubs are concerned
at the loss of this privilege as also are thie
committees of management. One club
Pointed out that the licensing fees have
been substantially increased so that now
they are practically on a par with hotels.
They therefore believe they should not be
deprived of this revenue which, incident-
ally. is not used to the advantage of any
Particular member.

The importance of the matter would
justify my reading all these letters and I
would do so were more time available for
the purpose. But in justice to these people
I feel I must read one of the letters as a
sample to indicate the line of argument
which they have adopted in connection
with their complaint. I therefore quote the
following letter addressed to me by the
Fremantle Workers' Social and Leisure
Club:-

Dear Sir,
My Committee is alarmed at the Ina-

plicatlons of the clause relating to the
sale of kegs in the new licensing legis-
lation now before Pariament. and
have directed me to solicit your as-
sistance in having the clause deleted.

As you are aware our license fee has
been considerably increased on the
same basis as general hotel licenses.
and we feel that our right to trade
should not be further restricted. We
have recently negotiated a long term
loan on the basis of our turn-over in
recent years and a restriction in trad-
ing could mean a reduction in staff.

The present government seems to
regard clubs as small businesses which
are a nuisance to hotel proprietors In
general, so I quote some of our annual
expenditure which is a direct benefit
to the City of F'remantle in particular.
and the whole of the State in general:

E
Wages (employees: 13

adults)
Electric light and gas.
License fee.....
(N.B.) Under the new

act this will be more
than £1,700.

Rates and taxes.
Payroll tax
Telephone .....

11,807
1,276
1.026

605
51

130
In authentication of these figures a
copy of our last balance sheet is at-
tached.
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It is becoming increasingly diffcult
to find money for amenities but we
are still able to equip and maintain
a first class library, the beat possible
bathing and toilet facilities, a goad
billiard table. a subsidised canteen
which provides two good meals daily
at a reasonable price, a subsidised
barber's salon, and lounge drinking
conditions for all members. We can-
not understand why any fair-minded
government should wish to deprive our
thousand members of these amenities
to swell the income of both privately
owned hotels and those owned by syn-
dicates including the Swan Brewery.

The various clubs have expressed in these
Petitions the alarm they feel at the with-
drawal of something which was considered
necessary and desirable when clubs were
first established. I can see no reason why
we should expect to go backwards In this
matter. If it was felt a reasonable pro-
position that clubs should be able to make
available to their members beer in kegs
why should we now take away that avenue
of trade to the detriment of the members
of the clubs? It is not a step which can
be Justified; and therefore, on behalf of the
members of the various clubs which have
petitioned in connection with this matter,
I express my opposition to the clause and
will vote against it.

Mr. FLETCflR: I am sorry to have
to take up the time of the Committee, but
in the few minutes left before the tea sus-
pension I can express all that I desire to
say on this matter. I want to make It
known to the Committee that I have here
over 773 signatures of people who oppose
this clause. I have correspondence similar
to that received by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, and so has the member for
Cockburn. This material demonstrates
that the clubs feel they should maintain
the right to sell kegs to their members.

Mr. COURT: The object of the member
for Balcatta is to have the Committee de-
feat this clause. 'The Government has
included it in the Bill for a very good
reason, and I hope it will not be rejected.
I have spoken on this particular point on
previous occasions, and I think it is time
we addressed ourselves to the relative func-
tions of these different bodies established
under the licensing laws.

Mr. May: We all have points of view,
you know.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. COURT: It is the Government's
desire to retain this clause. We consider
the provision contained in it is aL Satis-
factory and generous one and deals with
the situation In a practical way. it pro-
vides-

Any liquor that Is sold or supplied
In a registered club to a member of
the club on the club premises for con-
sumption off those premises shall not

be so sold or supplied other than by
the bottle-

The definition of "bottle" has been
amended so that it includes a can con-
tainer. To continue-

-but this subsection does not apply
where the club premises are situated
outside the metropolitan licensing dis-
trict and arc more than four miles
from the nearest premises the subject
of a publican's general license. a
wayside-house license or a gallon
license.

It seems to me that this insistence on the
right of clubs to sell kegs is going too far.
There are adequate facilities for kegs to
be supplied from the normal sources. I
do not think that when the clubs were
brought under the Licensing Act it was
envisaged they would sell kegs in ever-
increasing quantities.

Mr. Graham: Are they doing so?
Mr. COURT: Some evidently are,

because the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition read out a letter from the Fre-
mantle Workers' Social and Leisure Club
which was complaining that it was losing
the right to sell kegs. There was no
question of anything else; the club was
quite frank and said it was being re-
stricted In its trading. It said-

As you are aware, our license fee
has been considerably increased on
the same basis as general hotel
licenses, and we feel that our right to
trade should not be further restricted.
We have recently negotiated a long-
term loan on the basis of our turn-
over in recent years and a restrict-ion
In trading could mean a reduction in
staff.

The implication is that this Is a consider-
able business to them.

Mr. Graham: No.
Mr. COURT: I suggest that no-one In

this Chamber some years ago ever thought
of clubs as being a medium of trading in
kegs. Surely we are not asking much in
trying to keep some balance in repsect of
the licensing facilities throughout the
State. If we take the question of clubs too
far we get to the stage where the wheel
goes the complete 360 degrees, and some-
thing has to crack.

I would not be at all surprised if somne
of the members on the other side who.
this session, want more and more privi-
leges for clubs, stood up and complained
about the hotels not giving adequate ser-
vice;, and the Licensing Court has to take
a sensible view of this matter because it
cannot expect publicans to do things that
are uneconomical If one of their means of
livelihood Is being drained away from
them. With the growth of the club struc-
ture throughout the State a large propor-
tion of the Potential income of the pub.-
lican has been drained away.
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I am all for keeping the standard of
hotels at a high level because they provide
facilities for the public. A traveller can-
not get a bed at the local club; he has to
rely on the hotel. We will get to the stage
where hotels will not be able to function
economically, and it will be a source of
embarrassment to the Ucensing Court,
which has to administer the Act. The
Government feels that it is in the interests
of the administration of the licensing law
that this clause be retained.

Mr. H. MAY: I oppose the clause because
I favour the existing conditions; not that
I am likely to buy kegs of beer. My experi-
ence of hotels is that they are not fussy
about selling kegs. I do not see why the
existing conditions should be altered.
Hotels much prefer to sell their beer over
the bar; they are not keen about kegs.
The clubs do not push the sale of kegs, but
they do sell them to oblige members. I
suppose, if it comes to a pinch, the hotel
proprietors do the same.

I have received only one request in
connection with the Bill, and that is in
respect of kegs. I have a telegram that
was sent to me on the 12th November-
two days ago-as follows-

on behalf of Collie Club members
I wish to lodge strong objection to
the proposed amendment to the
Laicensing Act prohibiting the sale of
kegs to its members request you to
do everything possible to have this
amendment deleted.

That is the request of the Collie Club:
and on each occasion that the Licensing
Court has visited Collie it has comnpli-
mented the club on the manner in which
it is kept, and on the manner In which
it keeps control of its members. No harm
has resulted from the present provision
in the Act, and I do not think we should
alter it. If I saw any harm arising from
the sale of kegs from clubs, I would
promptly object to it.

it is no good the Minister saying this
matter will snowball. There are many
things we would like to see snowball: but
this is not one of them; and I do not think
it will either. It is not easy for people
on the basic wage, or a little above it, to
buy kegs of beer. It would be a big dis-
advantage to workers at timber mills, and
others, to be beyond the scope of ordinary
amenities. When they hold a function
they should be able to buy a keg from
wherever they please. I do not care
whether they get it from a hotel or from
a club. We should retain the status quo.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I oppose the
clause. Not that I have any feeling in
regard to the sale of kegs; in fact. I think
they are a curse. I cannot see any
difference between a keg that is bought
from a club and one that comes from a
pub. To me they are exactly the same.
Quite a number of clubs are not interested
in selling kegs. They feel a club is a

place where members can enjoy a drink,
and not a place for selling kegs of beer
for members to take away.

It can be said that hotels have obliga-
tions in regard to providing accommoda-
tion, meals, and so on for their guests.
Theoretically that is so. But what do we
find today? We had a glaring example
in the newspaper last week of publicity
being given to a new hotel on which some-
thing like £180,000 was spent to provide
six bedrooms. They are pretty expensive
bedroonis There are comments in the
newspaper about the lavish arrangements
of the bars, but I could not find any
reference to what is provided in the bed-
rooms; and I went pretty thoroughly
through the newspaper.

That hotel complies with the Act; but
six bedrooms were set as a minimum for a
hotel at Woop Woop, perhaps 200 or 300
miles away. But what has happened in
this instance? The court has said that
six bedrooms are sufficient, and the owners
have spent £180,000, less the cost of the
bedrooms-perhaps £2,000 or £3,000-on
the bars. So hotels do not have the
obligations upon them that they are
supposed to have.

I could take members to hotels in the
country at which they would not stay.
If the publicans were asked for a bed
they would collapse with fright. The
hotelkeepers are not complying with the
spirit of the Act, and there is something
wrong with the Licensing Court to allow
this sort of thing to go on.

A committee was appointed to inquire
into the matter, and it recommended cer-
tain things to improve the conditions in
hotels; and one of its recommendations
was to have the hotels graded so that in
any advertising of hotels they would be
graded as one-star hotels, two-star hotels,
and so on, and one would know exactly
what sort of accommodation one would get
before booking in. One discovers what the
standard of a hotel is like only after one
books in, and that is too late as far as
I am concerned.

Another suggestion that was made Is
that the hotels which are providing ac-
commodation according to the spirit of
the Act should be given some reward for
so doing, and that the amnount of tax they
are paying on liquor should be reduced
according to the proportion of income they
are receiving from accommodation. If that
proposal were agreed to, the more a hotel
%increased its income from meals and
accommodation the greater would be the
reduction of the tax on its liquor sales.
I am sure if that plan were implemented
the hotels would pay more attention to
the accommodation provided in their
premises than they do to that portion
In which liquor is sold. Today, however,
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they concentrate on the sale of liquor
more than they do on the provision of
good accommodation.

In view of the Conditions that exist in
hotels at the moment I do not feel justi-
fied in agreeing to a provision that will
transfer business from the clubs to the
pubs. I see no reason why it should be,
and until the conditions in the hotels are
improved I am not going to agree to any
change.

Mr. TOMS: I hope the Minister will not
continue with his insistence on this clause.
He himself used the word "snowballing".
I believe that if the Minister looked for
the real reason why there has been an in-
crease In the sale of kegs it would be found.
I feel sure, that the holders of a gallon
license have increased their sales con-
siderably. I know at least two persons
who started as grocers with a gallon license
in the metropolitan area but who, today,
are trading solely in the sale of kegs for
parties and other functions. As I said
on the first liquor Bill Introduced this
session, I am not going to vote for any
change in the licensing laws until the
Government has courage enough to bring
in legislation to provide for "all in or all
out", and on this occasion I intend to
be consistent.

Clause put and negatived.
Clause 60: Section 205 amended-
Mr. GRAHAM: I have an amendment

on the notice paper, Mr. Chairman. I
am asking the Committee to vote against
this clause. As long as I can remember,
clubs have been permitted to open on
Christmas Day. I am unaware of any
criticism emanating from any source be-
cause clubs have been permitted to, and,
in fact, do open on this day.

Mr. Craig: Wouldn't even the churches
object?

Mr. GRAHAM: No.
Mr. Craig: I wouldn't believe that.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister, who prob-

ably knows nothing about it, says he would
not believe it. He should know that mem-
bers, over the Years, have been approached
by various organisations and people, in-
cluding visitors from the Eastern States
about different aspects of our licensing
law.

Mr. Craig: If they don't object to it,
it means that they condone it.

Mr. GRAHAM:* That is so.
Mr. Craig: Don't tell me that!
Mr. GRAHAM: Never at any time have

I seen or heard criticism from any source
whatsoever. As members are aware, It Is
possible to book in at a hotel for Christ-
mas dinner and for drinks to be served
for quite a considerable period.

Mr. Bovell: At the meal only.
Mr. GRAHAM: That Is so.

Mr. Bovell: But you cannot do that
at a club; In most clubs, anyhow.

Mr. GRAHAM: The point is that for
over 50 years this provision has been in
the Act that clubs can sell liquor on
Christmas Day. Commonsense dictates
that before taking away from the clubs
something they have enjoyed for that
period, a substantial argument should be
adduced as to the necessity for it. Talk
about people Imposing restrictions and
limitations! I would remind the newer
members of this Chamber that in 1951 the
then Attorney-General of a Liberal Party
Government (The Hon. V. Abbott, M.L.A.)
introduced a series of amendments to the
Licensing Act and, Included among them,
was the provision we are considering at
the moment. I will read to the Committee
the remarks I made on that occasion.

Mr. Bickerton: Who said this?
Mr. GRAHAM: in this document, which

is the ParliamentarV Debates for 1951, the
following appears at page 1557:-

Mr. GRAHAM: The clause refers to
registered clubs which are licensed to
sell liquor. At present, the only day
on which they cannot trade is Anzac
Day, but the clause proposes to add
Good Friday and Christmas Day.

As long as the Act has been in force, It
has been possible for clubs to serve drinks
on that day. A club differs from a hotel
in that it provides recreational facilities
as well as drinking facilities. The mem-
ber for East Melville-as he now is--the
member for Mt. Marshall, and several
other members supported me.

Mr. B~oyd!: The member for East Mel-
ville was not here then.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am sorry; I meant the
member for Melville. The Minister was
not vigorous in his opposition to the move.
Members can see that up until that time-
that is, 1951-clubs were permitted to open
on Good Friday as well. The only day In
the year on which they could not open for
business was Anzac Day; and, as a matter
of fact, they can open for half of that
day now. The position is that this pro-
vision was introduced once again, and.
overwhelmingly, Parliament rejected the
proposition. No harm has been done to
anybody; on the contrary, quite a lot
of good has been done.

Members of clubs include many new
Australians who are bachelors and who
are boarding, and it gives them an oppor-
tunity to meet with their friends for a
short period on Christmas morning. I
must confess that only once have I been
in a club on Christmas flay, and to me
it was a very pleasing experience in a
number of different ways. But the oppor-
tunity, within the confines of a building,
to be able to extend seasonal greetings to
one's numerous friends is something
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which is, by and large, otherwise impos-
sible. The most that can be done on
Chistmas Day is perhaps to motor around
.to the homes of half a dozen people to
extend to them Christmas greetings. So
there is no damage being done. There
Is no interference with the trading of the
hotels, because the hotels are not open for
business on that day.

I think it is wrong in principle that
the Government should be seeking-in de-
ference, I suggest, to Pressure from a cer-
tain quarter-gradually to whittle away the
privileges and activities of clubs. Here I
make the plea that the major activities of
a hotel were well exemplified by the mem-
ber for Narrogin; that is, the selling of
liquor. One might say that is the only
Purpose for which the residents of the
metropolitan area use the hotels situated
in the metropolitan area; namely, to ob-
tain liquor. We have all sorts of amenities
in clubs that attend to cultural require-
ments.

Mr. Court: You have even one of your
own members over there blushing.

Mr. Brand: Their objective is to sell
beer; sell as much of it as they can.

Mr. GRAHAM: Those who apparently
know nothing about it haw, haw! If they
were making the noise, "bee haw! " it might
be more appropriate.

Mr. Brand: More appropriate to you.
Mr. GRAHAM: Those people who have

visited the Italian Club know that the first
outstanding thing that strikes them is the
thousands of volumes that are available
for the use of members; some written in
English and some in Italian. They have
these amenities and a number of other
clubs carry on cultural Pursuits as well.

Mr. Brand: The whole object is to sell
more and more beer.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is not! That is a silly
and ridiculous thing to say. A bowling
club is established for the Purpose of per-
mitting Its members to play bowls. That
is the prime Purpose of such a club. A
group of people in a particular suburb do
not resolve that they would like a drink-
ing facility in a certain place and decide
to call it a bowling club. The Premier
knows better than that. There are many
sportsmen Interested in that recreation:
and as well as the bowling amenities that
are Provided, the license they have for the
premises also provides them with a source
of income.

In any event, why should we take away
from people who have decently conducted
their premises and who have been law-
abiding, the facility they have enjoyed for
half a century, when nobody can suggest
that there has been any abuse of the privi -lege, and there have been no reports from
the Commissioner of Police or anybody
else? I defy any member, from either side
of the Chamber, to produce any evidence

that he has been approached by any
church authority on this matter. Accord-
ingly. I hope this Committee, in 1962, will
deal with the clause in the same manner
as that in which the Committee in 1981
dealt with it.

Mr. COURT: I sincerely hope the Com-
mittee will accept the clause in its present
form.

Mr. Graham: Why?
Mr. COURT: The passion and senti-

ment that can be stirred up over this
liquor business Is beyond me. These clubs
all enjoy Sunday trading and they are the
only licensed premises in the metropolitan
area that do enjoy Sunday trading.

Mr. Graham: Whose fault is that?

Mr. COURT: I am not saying it is any-
body's fault. But the hotels in the metro-
politan area do not trade on Sunday, and
I hope they do not get the right to do so.
However, the clubs have this privilege, and
surely it is not asking too much of any
organisation to require it to go without
liquor on Christmas Day.

Mr. Tonkin: Will they all do it under
this clause? The Weld Club and the Perth
Club as well?

Mr. COURT: Of course they will! They
will have to obey the law. If one is a bona
fie traveller staying at a hotel, one can
be served with liquor at any time. There
is no difference there, if one is a resident
at the hotel.

Mr. Tonkin: You obey the law If the
Government enforces it.

Mr. COURT: One obeys the law. The
honourable member Is not suggesting that
a genuine boarder at a hotel be deprived
of liquor?

Mr. Tonkin: Will it apply to the Weld
Club?

Mr. COURT: The Weld Club operates
under the same conditions and there is no
need to interfere with that position. That
club provides full residential facilities.
That is a tremendous service to travelling
people in any community. It Is an
entirely different concept. I do not think
it is asking too much to have the provision
included that the Government seeks in-
cluded in clause 60.

Clause put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes-25
Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brady
Mr. Brand
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hart
Mr. Hearinan
Mr. J. Heglney
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson

Mr. I. W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmno
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Howberry
Mr. Runcirnan
Mr. Smwell
Mr. Wild
Mr. willianis
Mr. O'Neil

(Teller)
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Noes-i?
M r. Bickerton Mr, Kelly
Mr. Curran Mr. D. 0. Wiay
Mr. Davies Mr. Moir
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Norton
Mr. Graham Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Hawke Mr. Troms
Mr. Heal Mr. Tonkin
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. H. May
Mr. Jamieson
Majority for--S.
Clause thus passed.

Clauses 61 to 68 put and passed
Title put and passed.
Bi reported with amendments.

Recommittal
Bill recommitted, on motion

Court (Minister for IndustrialI
ment) * for the further considert
clause 52.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Car

(Mr. Crommelin) in the Chair; M
(Minister for Industrial Developn
charge of the Bill.

Clause 51: Section 184 arnendec

Mr. COURT: I move an amen
Page 20. lines 5 to 8-Dele

graph (c).
If successful with this amendmex
then move for the deletion of prop
subsection (2), shown in paragrap
the clause, the reason being that
posed new subsection (2) of paragi
is deleted then paragraph (c)
effect.

The amendments that have be'
to proposed new subsection (2)1
graph (d) now produce a result
do not think is desirable or ii
because if the interpretation placei
clause during the early stages ofc
ing this Bill in this Chamber is ci
would mean that the fee that t
inserted would apply to all forms
bership set out in clause 51. 1
that is not intended, as it inclui
members as honorary members.

Mr. GRAHAM: I have no obje
what the Minister has moved, bu
accept my assurance that the am
with which I was successful earlier
to appear in the Bill before It lei
Chamber. So I indicate that as
this is agreed to, it is my intention
the same words as were agreed
the tea suspension. I have had
made and the Minister will see it
tical except for the 'words that ar
to tie it in.

It will mean there will be ar
annual fee of £1 in respect of' n
as well as of existing clubs, it b
entirely to them to determine up
in excess of that amount. The
will not be, as is the case now,

Licensing Court can refuse to rant a
license unless a certain fee is ageed to.
That principle has already been agreed to
by the Committee.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member is
apparently proposing to move those words

(eer if this paragraph is deleted. Can that be
done, Mr. Deputy Chairman?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Crom.-
melin): I would point out to the honour-
able member that I have not received a
copy of the proposed amendment.

Mr. GRAHAM: It has not been moved
yet. I understand the Minister has moved
to delete paragraph (c) and, if successful,

by Mr. he will move to delete paragraph (b).
Jevelop-
ition of Mr. Court: No; proposed new subsection

(2) in paragraph (d).

Mr. GRAHAM: Proposed new subsection
ninittees (23 in paragraph (d) contains the words
r. Court I was successful in having Included and I
lent) in must lik up my amendment with the Bill.

This I suggest is the appropriate place to
do it because if we delete proposed new

I- subsection (2) my amendment, which was
a greed to by the Committee, will disappear

dinent- as well.
te Para- Mr. BRADY: I hope the Minister will

ft I will take the view that the Committee has
,sdnw agreed to the minimum of £1 and that he)sdnvwill not insist on this particular way ofh (d) of defeating what the Committee has already

Ifp pro- decided. Without question the Commit-

s of no tee has decided that the two guineas must
go: and it would appear that the Minister
is going to try to bring about a position

en made where the Licensing Court can charge two,
in par&- five, or 10 guineas. Paragraph Ce) of section
which 1 184 of the Act says that there shall be a
ntended; defined subscription of not less than £1
d on this per annum. payable by members. It 'Would
:ansider- appear that the Licensing Court is inter-
orrect, it preting that as giving it the right to in-
ias been sist on clubs having to charge anything
of mem- up to nine or ten guineas and that before
am sure new clubs are registered these fees shall
des such be in the rules.

The member for Balcatta has success-
Pction to fully convinced the Committee today that
the can the existing provision In Paragraph (e)

endment should actually be in the proposed new
is going subsection. The Minister lost his objective

ayes this in that matter, and this could be an
soon as around-the-corner method of trying to
to move achieve the same result. I think that it he

z bef ore does that he will lose face in this Commit-
a copy tee. The Minister may be putting up a

is iden- valiant fight for those people who have
P- needed asked him to look after their interests, but

I do not think he will help either himself
ninimum, or the Government If he allows the icen-
ew clubs sing Court to continue to do something
cing left which it has been doing. It is the desire of
on a fee this Committee that no club should be
position forced to Pay more than one guinea if

that the It does not wish to do so.
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Mr. COURT: Before a vote is taken I
want to make sure there is no misunder-
standing on the other aide of the Com-
mittee. If the amendment is agreed to, it
will mean the finish of paragraph (c).

Mr. Graham: Yes.
Amendment put and passed.
Mr. GRAHAM: I move the following

amendment:-
Page 20, lie 5-Insert the following

paragraph:-
(c) by adding the following

passage after the word "advance"
in the last line of paragraph (e)-

The determination of such
defined subscription shall be
at the absolute dliscretion of
the club, and the Court is
hereby precluded from requir-
ing such defined subscription
to be in excess of one pound
per annum as a condition of
registration.

By reason of this amendment we would,
as the Minister put it, be returning to
the status quo.

Mr. COURT: I would like your guidance
at this point, Mr. Deputy Chairman. As I
see it, we have got rid of paragraph (c)
completely. If that Is so, I cannot see how
the honourable member can move his
amendment in the form he has. He Is
moving that words be added, when para-
graph (c) has now gone. We have got
rid of that completely. That means the
end of paragraph Ce) of section 184 of
the Act. We are now proposing to add
words at the end of section 184. As I see
it, this amendment cannot be moved in
this plate. That was why I raised the
point earlier to ensure there being no mis-
understanding.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister indicated
that the Procedure would be to delete
paragraph (c). That has been done and
I am now moving to insert another para-
graph (c).-

Mr. COURT: Can that be done, Mr.
Deputy Chairman? The honourable mem-
ber did not move to delete words with a
view to inserting other words. I cannot see
how we can insert something back into
this paragraph; because It has now gone.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Crom-
melin): The Committee has deleted para-
graph (c). The member for Balcatta Is
now endeavouring to put something back
in its place. We are still on paragraph
(c).

Mr. COURT: It has always been my
understanding that we move to delete
words with a view to inserting other words;
otherwise we could go on adding ad in-
tftiurn.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Crom-
melin): The member for Balcatta Is per-
fectly in order.

Mr. COURT: I am not questioning your
ruling, Mr. Deputy Chairman; I am merely
Pointing out that there was no suggestion
about inserting other words.

Amendment put and Passed.

Mr. COURT: The foregoing amendment
means that subsection (2) referred to in
paragraph (d) will have to be removed. To
give some semblance of sanity to the
measure, I move an amendment-

Page 20, lines 11 to 25-Delete pro-
posed new subsection C2) of section
184.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as further amended, put and

passed.

Further Report
BWl agfain reported, with further amend-

ments, and the report adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.
Court (Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment), and returned to the Council with
amendments.

ALSATIAN DOG BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council with a
schedule of three amendments.

Council's Amendments: la Committee
The Chairman Of Committees (Mr. 1. W.

Manning) in the Chair: Mr. Nalder (Min.-
ister for Agriculture) In charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Amendment No. 1
made by the Council is as follows:-

No. 1.
Clause '7, page 4, line 39-Insert
after the word "tattooing" the pas-
sage, "in the prescribed Manner".

Mr. NALDER: These words have been
accepted by the Crown Law Department,
and they are preferable to those which
were decided upon last night. I move-

That amendment No. 1 made by the
Council be agreed to.

Mr. GRAHAM: I know we made a slight
amendment to this clause, but I am won-
dering how that amendment read. I should
have liked to see a copy of the Bill as It
left the House last night.

Mr. NALDER: It contained the words
"by the method known as tattooing". The
Parliamentary 'Draftsman has suggested
the words "tattooing In the prescribed
manner".

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.
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The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
Amendment No. 2 miade by the Council is
as follows-

No. 2.
Clause 8, page 5, lines 8 to 11-De-
lete all words in lines 8, 9, 10,
and 11 and substitute the follow-
Ing-

by any other person, for a
period exceeding fourteen days,
unless-

(a) that other person is his
servant, his employee or
a member of his house-
hold: or

(b) the permit is trans-
ferred to that other
person.

Mr. NALDER: Last night the member
for Balcatta asked that a period of time
be included. That amendment was agreed
to in the Legislative Council and it covers
the point raised by the honourable mem-
ber. I move-

That amendment No. 2 made by the
Council be agreed to.

Mr. GRA4HAM: When the Minister was
endeavouring to accommodate the point
that was raised last night he opened the
door completely; in other words, he might
just as well have agreed to the elimination
of the clause, which was not his intention.However, the amendment covers my objec-
tion and I agree to it.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Amendment No. 3 made by the Council is
as follows:-

No. 3.
Clause 11, page 6. lines 17 to 20-
Delete all the words in the clause
and substitute the following:-

Without otherwise limiting
the rights of a person at law,
compensation is not payable in
respect of an Alsatian dog de-
stroyed under the Provisions of
this Act.

Mr. NALDER: We spent some consider-
able time with the Parliamentary Drafts-
man this morning endeavouring to have
the matter cleared up and I understand
this provision now covers the point made
by the member for Balcatta, last night re-
garding the rights of a person who has a,
dog destroyed. I move-

That amendment No. 3 made by the
Council be agreed to.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am afraid In this In-
stance I place myself at the mercy of the
Minister. No doubt this amendment was
drafted by the Crown Law Department
with the assurance that it gives effect in
more legal terms to what was decided.
'However, it does not appear that way to

me. When this Bill Is assented to it will
become law, and under it authority is given
to shoot and destroy a dog.

Mr. Nalder: It is supposed to be an
Alsatian dog, and In the point you made
last night it may have been a dog that
was not an Alsatian that was destroyed.

Mr. GRAHAM: That Is so.
Mr. Nalder: They say this covers that

position.
Mr. GRAHAM; I am unable to satisfy

myself completely; but, as distinct from a
certain colleague of mine, I am prepared
to accept the assurance of the Minister and
trust that experience will show it does con-
vey what the Minister has suggested it does.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. NALDER: At this stage I would like
to inform the House that I did take action
in regard to a point raised by the member
for Ealcatta last night on clause 17.

As to Report, etc.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):

Order! Let me put the question. The
question is that I do now report to the
House.

Mr. NALDER.; I would like to indicate
that I took action this morning to wake
provision to cover a query raised by the
member f or Balcatta on clause 17 which
states that fees may be prescribed by regu-
lation. He indicated he desired the regu-
lation should have a limiting figure. To
carry out the promise I made, the Minis-
ter in another place-

The CHAIRMAN (M1r. I. W. Manning):
Is the Minister endeavouring to explain
something which took place in the.Legis-
lative Council ?

Mr. NALDER: I did promise the honour-
able member last night that I would see
that a maximum was put in the clause.
The Legislative Council did not agree to
that amendment, but I want to point out
to the honourable member that I made an
endeavour to have it put into effect.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
I cannot permit the Minister to continue.
He will have an opportunity to speak when
the Speaker puts the Question that the
report be adopted.

Mr. NALDER: Very well.
Report

Motion (that the Chairman report to
the House) put and passed.

Resolutions reported.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The

question is that the report be adopted.
Mr. NALDER: I understand, Mr.

Speaker, that I now have an opportunity to
explain to the House that I endeavoured
to have an amendment made in the Legis-
lative Council in regard to something that
was raised last night by the member for
Balcatta.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
The Minister cannot discuss the debate
that has taken place in the other Cham-
ber.

Mr. NALDER: If that Is the position I
will have to convey the information to
the honourable member at some other
time.

Question put and passed.
Report (hus adopted and a message

accordingly returned to the Council.

BILLS (3): RETURNED
1. Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage,

and Drainage Act Amendment Bill.
2. Parliamentary Allowances Act Amend-

ment Bill.
3. Members of Parliament, Reimburse-

mernt of Expenses, Act Amendment
Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1962-63
in Committee of Supply

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting, the Chairman of Committees (Mr.
1. W. Manning) in the Chair.

Votes: Public Works and Buildings1
£1,695,900; Harbour and Light and Jetties,
£450,143; Labour, £374505; Scaffolding,
£12,748; Factories, £37,622; State Insur-
ance Of1fice, £5-

MRt. WILD (Dale-Minister for Works
and Labour) [8.42 p.m.IL During the
year the officers of the Public Works
Department in their many activities-
including engineering, architectural, and
others-have been kept extremely busy,
and I want briefly to give members
an Indication of some of the work that
has been done.

As regards harbour works at Fremantle,
the major work was the construction of a
fishing boat harbour, which is continuing.
At Eunbury, extensions to the breakwater
were completed and maintenance and de-
velopmental dredging were carried out. A
contract was let in January for the con-
struction of a 600 It. land-backed berth.
This development has been made necessary
by the planned establishment at Bunbury
of a titanium oxide plant by Laporte,
when additional cargo will move both in
and out of the port.

At Albany the dredging of rock outcrops
off the berths has been completed and
available depth at the port is now 33 ft.
6 in. Work has commenced at Gerald-
ton on deepening the harbour basin and
the Inner and outer approach channels.
The available depth in the Geraldton Har-
bour has been limited to date to 27 It. or
to 28 ft. 6 in. at the discretion of the
harbour master.

At Esperance. a preliminary design and
estimate has been prepared for the pro-
vision of a land-backed berth at an esti-
mated cost of £1,500,000. A contract for
£f224,840 has been let for the construction
of a breakwater, which is the first phase
of the project.

One of the major features of the activi-
ties of the Public Works Department this
year has been the very large number of
country water supplies that have been
completed. Five new town water supplies
were cornmissioned and completed during
the year. These were at the towns of
Augusta, Bolgart, Calinglri, Darkan, and
Nannup.

Construction was commenced on reticu-
lation schemes for Greenbushes and
Wubin, and a standpipe supply for Wan-
dering. Major improvements were put in
hand at Carnamah, Geraldton, and Bridge-
town. An extension of the southern com-
prehensive scheme from Katanning to
Kojonup was commenced and approxi-
mately half completed. A new water supply
is being provided at Broome to replace
the existing brackish supply.

In dealing with the water supplies from
the Mundaring reservoir, I would point out
that some 263 miles of pipe were laid dur-
ing the year, of which 198 miles were new
mains, and 65 miles replacements. A new
10-million gallon service tank was con-
struc ted at Norseman. An extension is
under construction to serve the towns of
Dalwallinu, Ballidu, Pithara, and Won-
gun Hills. as part of the comprehensive
water supply now being financed from
State funds.

In the case of irrigation, construction of
the Logue Brook dam to augment supplies
to the Harvey irrigation district continued
satisfactorily. Completion is planned for
June, 1963, and water will be available
in the 1963-64 season.

The weir across the Fitzroy River which
diverts irrigation water into Uralla creek
for the Liveringa irrigation area was com-
pleted. No pumping was necessary to
supply 1,528 acre feet for the season. in
relation to the Ord River project, the con-
tractors are making progress with the con-
struction of a diversion dam at Bandicot
Bar. A contract for an amount of
£E750,309 has been let for the construction
of the necessary irrigation channels, and
structures for the first 10,000 acres of
farm land. Applications were called for
leases of the first five farms. The pilot
farm was supplied with 6,338 acre feet of
water during the year. Progress is being
made with a scheme to pipe additional
water to plantations from upstream river
sandbeds.

In the case of drainage, normal main-
tenance continued throughout the south-
west districts where drains are in good
condition. There are now operative
schemes In eight country towns, schemes
having been opened during the year at
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Merredin, Wagin. and Kellerberrin. Addi-
tional projects are under construction at
Narrogin, Katanning. Mt. Barker, and
Pingelly.

With reference to the Architectural
Division, the programme of work for the
Year ended the 30th June, 1962, required
an expenditure of £8,534,393, which in-
cluded £5,997,422 from loan funds sum-
marised hereunder:-

Public buildings excluding
the north-west ... .... 5,400,829

Public buildings in the
north-west .- .... 559.303

Purchases and resumptions 37,290

E5,997,422

Mr. Jamieson called attention to the
state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
Mr. WILD: The greater percentage of

work carried out by the division has been
done by contract, and in particular the
major and medium-sized works. The
division's construction day-labour force
has been maintained at the required level
of 300. A total of nine major works-
over £20,00-and 13 medium works-
under £20,000 and over £5,000-have been
completed during the year, as well as 41
minor and petty works.

I would now like to turn to the Harbour
and Light Department. This department
operates at 10 of the State's outports,
having taken over control of the port of
Esperanee on the lst January, 1962. Rev-
enue from cargo handling, wharfage,' etc.,
and stevedoring operations accounted for
£585,000 out of a total revenue figure of
£666,652 for the year 1961-62. Increased
activity at most ports, particularly Ger-
aldton and Port Hedland. was responsible
for this record figure, which was £131,655
in excess of the previous year.

in dealing with the Department of
Labour, I would point out that this de-
partment is charged with the administra-
tion of various Acts and regulations which
seek to control industrial conditions and
safe-working Practices of employees in
Western Australian industry generally.

The department consists of a section
which deals with industrial conditions of
Government employees-excluding the
Public Service-and as far as domestic in-
dustrial matters are concerned, railway
employees, State Electricity Commission
employees, and Fremantle Hlarbour Trust
employees.

Another section deals with the factories
and shops legislation, and there Is also
a scaffolding branch, and a safety in indus-
try branch. During the previous year the
industrial officers of the department have
been called upon to deal with many claims
for new and amended awards and agree-
-ments. Seven new awards were made,

whilst 10 existing awards were amended,
and three new industrial agreements were
made.

In regard to scaffolding, the main pur-
pose of the Scaffolding Act Is the protec-
tion of workmen and the genera! public,
when and wherever scaffolding or gear is
used. Over the past few years the depart-
ment has placed much emphasis on safety
and service to the building Industry, and
is receiving good co-operation and assist-
ance from both employees and employers.
A building industry safety committee has
been formed consisting of employer, em-
ployee, and governmental representatives,
and Is proving of great assistance to the
department in its endeavour to sell safety.

A new departure has been the conduct-
ing of evening classes for the training of
personnel in the safe manner of working,
the erection of scaffolding, and the use of
gear: and 95 students have been enrolled
since the inception of these classes. A new
training centre has been approved, and is
to be situated at the Welshpool depot of
the Public Works Department. It is an-
ticipated that this will be of considerable
assistance in the practical training of rig-
gers and scaffolders.

All spheres of operation of the State
Government Insurance Office-both gov-
ernental and private-continue to ex-
pand, the latter indicating that there is
not only a demand for the service offered,
but a continuing and growing confidence
in it. During this year the 5.0.I.0. was
host for the 11th conference of insurance
commissioners and general managers. Dele-
gates from New Zealand also attended.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [8.52 p.m.]: Apparently
the Minister intends to introduce the Votes
for the Department of Water Supplies
separately.

Mr. Wild: I have been advised that I
must do so.

Mr. TONKIN: In addressing myself to
the Department of Works, I would like to
say I am very concerned about the appren-
ticeship position in this State. The Gov-
ernment is very blameworthy In this mat-
ter; because, although the Opposition drew
attention to what was developing some
years ago, the only reply it could get from
the Minister was that the position was
being watched. But it was obvious that
nothing tangible was being done.

The situation now is a very difficult one
-one which should give the greatest cause
for alarm. The Government is attempt-
ing to meet the shortage of tradesmen by
recruiting them overseas. But that of its
very nature will only be a temporary
measure; at best it is only a Palliative.
it could not possibly be sufficient to meet
the need for new tradesmen in this State.

When the Government decided to dis-
band the public works organisation it aimed
a very critical blow at the apprenticeship
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system, because it meant the opportunities
for openings for apprentices were very con-
siderably reduced. it is well known that
the Government department is the best
possible field for the training of appren-
tices because in these days employers who
indulge considerably in subcontracting do
not have the opportunities f or the employ-
ment of apprentices, besides which sub-
contractors are not keen to employ ap-
prentices, because they go from job to
jab, and there is no guarantee of continuity.
Apart from this, they do not want to be
saddled with the responsibility.

Under the changing conditions it was
inevitable that the intake of apprentices
would be reduced for some years. The
unions concerned have been placing before
the Government figures in connection with
apprenticeship intake, pointing out what
the trend was. But no action was taken by
the Government to remedy the situation.
It is true a committee was finally appointed
to go into this matter. It emphasised what
we had been saying for some time-that
the situation was critical-and it made
certain suggestions.

But it seems to me that no real progress
has yet been made in connection with the
matter; on the contrary the situation is
'worsening. Surely that must cause the
Government some concern. It cannot go
on expecting to bring skilled tradesmen
from overseas, because that action itself
creates further problems. There is the
housing problem, for example; and it only
makes the situation of our own people
much worse if we have to provide, at short
notice, accommodation for skilled trades-
men who are brought from overseas.

I hope the Government will get down
to constructive thinking on this question.
and do something positive, so that open-
ings will be provided for our young men
to get the opportunity to become skilled
tradesmen in order that the work force
of the State may be brought up to
strength by the addition of qualified
tradesmen.

Although skilled tradesmen from over-
seas may hring to this country efficiency
and new techniques, I do not consider
them a complete substitute for our own
people, trained through our apprenticeship
system, and engaged in our own industries.
I think there is a responsibility on us to
do something about this pretty quickly.

I notice the Government still proceeds
to hand out largesse to private architects.
There does not appear to be any reduc-
tion in the cost of the governmental archi-
tectural establishment; so the cost involved
in the engagement of outside architects
must be an additional cost with, so far
as I can see, no additional advantage. I
think it was last session that I asked for a
return giving an indication of the type of
work upon which these architects were
engaged. I was amazed to find that they
had planned classrooms for additions to
schools.

There must be hundreds of plans in the
department for the erection of classrooms;
and as new classrooms will in the main
conform with the type included in the
existing buildings, I see no necessity to
engage outside architects for the purpose
of subniittting plans and specifications for
this work. It is ridiculous and a waste
of public money. The department's own
arganisation Is capable of doing this work,
and I have no doubt there are already
in the department plans that could be used
without any further expenditure.

I protest most strongly at this waste of
public funds, particularly as nothing is
gained in efficiency: indeed, we have had
examples where quite the opposite Is the
result. 'What occurred to the roof of
the West Northam School was inexcusable.
It was amusing to hear the Minister gloss-
ing over what occurred. In trying to pro-
vide an explanation, he went so far as
to make a comparison with the school
buildings in other districts, and used as
a comparison a building in Bunbury-
which was a secondhand building-which
was damaged by a storm.

Mr. O'Connor., He could have made a
comparison with a school in my electorate.

Mr. TONKIN:, Was that a new building?
Mr. O'Connor: Yes.
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister made a

comparison with a similar experience in
Bunbury.

Mr. O'Connor: In the case I am referring
to the wails of the school building fell in.

Mr. TONKI: The Minister made ref er-
ence to the fact that somebody heard a
loud noise, as a consequence of which it
wvas concluded that an electrical storm
was the cause of the roof falling down.
That might be all right as an exercise in
deduction for amusement purposes, but iu
does not suffice as a satisfactory explana-
tion for something that involves the State
in considerable cost.

I notice that tenders have been called
for another roof to be erected at the West
Northam School. A private architect and
a private contractor were responsible for
that building, and it does not seem to me
that they did a good job. It is remark-
able, when the Government pays high
architectural fees to have these buildings
constructed, that there is no responsibility
on the architect to guarantee that the con-
struction is fully in accordance with the
plans and specifications.

It is not sufficient to accept the claim
that an inspection has been carried out.
The Government should use its own staff
to ensure from time to time that the work
is being done properly; otherwise the State
will be paying out a great deal more money
than it ought to pay for work which, in
some cases, is substandard. It is essen-
tial for the Public Works Department to
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check on the work being done, if the con-
struction is not carried out by the depart-
ment itself.

Regarding buildings constructed by the
department, a vigorous inspection is carried
out. Men engaged under day-labour condi-
tions on such jobs are obliged to do good
work. It is generally acknowledged
throughout the community that the
schools, hospitals, and police stations con-
structed by the department itself are of
a high standard.

Mr. O'Connor: The walls of the Forrest
High School fell in, and that building was
constructed by the Public Works Depart-
ment.

Mr. TONKIN: That is news to me.
Mr. O'Connor: That was the building I

referred to earlier.
Mr. TONKIN: I can remember the Public

Works Department being obliged to take
over some contracts because the contractors
had not performed the work properly. They
made mistakes in calculations and could
not carry on. The Public Works Depart-
ment was called in to remedy the defects.
I have no doubt the Minister can supply
details of a number of instances in the last
year or two where the Public Works De-
partment was called in to remedy defective
work performed by private contractors. In
some cases there were large deficiencies In
connection with work which was supposed
to be done, but which was not done.

I regret the Government embarked on
its present policy of having Government
buildings erected by private contractors
and architects. The only People who have
gained any advantage from this policy are
the architects. it has not been of the
slightest advantage to the State. and build-
ings have cost more while the standard of
workmanship has been lowered.

When Mr. Clare was the Principal Archi-
tect I well remember the occasion when he
received an award for the year's outstand-
ing design and workmanship in erecting
a Government building-the design for a
new wing of the King Edward Memorial
Hospital. At the function the private arehi-
tedts made a presentation to him because
that was the outstanding building of the
year.

It is generally acknowledged that the
class of workmanship put Into the con-
struction of public buildings by the day-
labour organisation was excellent; but now
we have to put up with a poorer class of
work.

On a number of occasions I have been
told about the weaknesses of the Apple-
cross High School building, I was told
about the weaknesses while the school was
being erected and after it was occupied.
Dozens of defects were revealed, in that
the work was not In accordance with the
plans and specifications, or In accordance
with the requirements of the department.

I do not know at whose expense the de-
fects were remedied. The system adopted
by this Government has not proved to be-
satisfactory. I propose at a later stage
to say something about the water supply
section of the Minister's administration.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [9.7 p.m.l: I want to pass a
few comments which follow on, to some
extent, the expressions of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in respect of the
happening at the new WVest Northamn State
School, when the complete roof of the
brick section was blown away.

The point I wish to discuss has relation-
ship to some questions on notice which I
asked of the Minister for Works. The first
was-

Has a decision yet been made re-
garding the methods to be used to
affix safely a new roof which is to
replace the one blown from the brick
section of the new West North am
State School?

The second was--
If so, how do the proposed new

methods differ from those previously
used at the school?

The replies given by the Minister to those
two questions were-

(1) Yes.
(2) A similar method will be used with

the addition of columns in the
brickwork.

Reading the second reply, one could quite
easily be misled into believing the pro-
posed new roof was to be affixed in a way
largely similar to the method used in
affixing the roof which was blown away.

In today's issue of the Northam Adser-
tiser an article appeared on the front page
headed "Tenders Called for Re-Ro3ofing of
School." Among other things the article
states-

There has been considerable modifi-
cation of the original roofing plan.

The number of principals in the
roof has been increased from four to
12. Each principal will be held by a
stanchion which will be built into the
foundations at its lower end. This
will apply right along the exposed
wind side of the wing which was
unroofed by aL sudden wind storm
recently. It should make a sufficient
solid anchorage to resist the strongest
gusts.

I do not know who supplied this informa-
tion to the Northam Advertiser. However.
it sounds to be very well based in regard
to authenticity. As far as I am able to
judge, the information must have been
obtained from an official source.

In information given to me by the Min-
ister today on this point all he said was--
and I quote his answer again-

A similar method will be used with
the addition of columns In the brick-
work.



2932 ASSEMLY.]

If we compare that with the detailed In-
formation which I have read from the
newspaper report we can see very substan-
tial alterations are to be used in placing
the new roof on the brick section of this
building.

The original roof on the brick section
-and the brick section is a very long
section-was hardly affixed at all, in my
judgment, because the only method used
in affixing the roof to the brick section
of the building was to have pins, or what-
ever they might be called, through the
roof into the cement blocks and the
cement blocks were fixed when wet, of
course, to the top of the brick walls.

Mr. Fletcher: That is the point I made.
Mr. HAWKE: There was nothing

through the walls; nothing down to the
foundations; and when this strong wind
blew on the day in question it only required
the wind to be strong enough to sway the
roof slightly and some of the cement
blocks would be broken away from the
tops of the brick walls and inevitably the
time would soon come when the whole of
the roof would be shifted, as it was, and
would finish up a tangled mass-and mess,
too, for that matter-in the school playing
yard.

From what I have read from this news-
paper report on the methods proposed to
be used in affixing the new root. I feel
very confident the new roof will be affixed
to the building in such a way as to keep
it very permanent. It is, therefore, to me,
as I am sure it will be to all of the par-
ents of the children and to all of the
teachers at the school, a great relief to
find, as a result of the unfortunate-and
in my opinion unnecessary-experience
when the other roof blew off, the school is
now to have a roof which can, I think from
every point of view, be regarded as safely,
securely, and permanently affixed to the
building.

My only regret now Is that the Minister
should have been so economical, shall we
say, in the information which he gave me
in reply to my question on tmis matter
today.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [9.15
p.m. I have a few comments I wish to
make in regard to this portfolio. First of
all I wish to defend the boilermakers and
other tradesmen on the Ord River con-
struction. I believe the Minister could
have misinterpreted the cause of the delay.
There could be many reasons for It other
than the explanation he gave that the
tradesmen were responsible for the delay.
I submit that some of the criticism could
have been levelled at the contractors. I
say this because of my association with the
trade union movement in general-that Is,
the metal trades, and also the Metal Trades
Federation.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
made reference to this when speaking the
other night, and he was quite right when

he said it could have something to do with
the lack of co-ordination of work or the
sequence of the jobs carried out. I sug-
gest to the Minister that had he made fur-
ther investigations he would have found
similarly to what I have personally found:
that cranes, scaffolding, riggers, and gear
were frequently in use when they could
have been used on the job where the
riveting was taking place. Unlike the Min-
ister, I have not seen the project, but the
union officials with whom I am associated
have, and they told me that on occasions
men were waiting for gear.

This is understandable to some extent
because of the remoteness of the place;
but I take exception to the Minister im-
plying that all the delay could be attri-
buted to the boilermakers when in fact
the gear they wanted to use was in use
elsewhere and the work was not properly
co-ordinated. Even though I have not
seen that project, I have worked on other
big projects and have been embarrassed
in the way it is possible these tradesmen
were embarrassed while waiting for the
completion of certain sections before the
metal tradesmen could go on with their
portion of the work.

I admit the contractors will have their
problems. Even the breaking of a small
part of a chain block frequently causes de-
lay, because the contractors cannot go
down town to the local hardware store to
buy the necessary part; and as a conse-
quence of the gear being out of order the
work cannot proceed. I ask the Minister
and members on that side of the House not
to blame the tradesmen over this delay
when it could have been caused by the
circumstances I have outlined.

Another issue I wish to discuss very
briefly is the fact that this Government
is now searching the world for tradesmen.
This, in part, is the result of the policy
of the Government in relation to the dis-
bandment of tradesmen from the Public
Works Department, particularly sections
where engineering tradesmen were being
trained. That policy created the situation
in which the Government now finds It-
self; and it is therefore blameworthy In
this regard.

I now wish to read two questions asked
from this side of the House and the
answers that were given by the Minister-

What is the number of employees
retrenched from the day-labour force
of the Public Works Department since
the 1st May, 1959?

The Minister replied that 929 had been
retrenched and 460 resigned, making a.
total of 1,389.

Again an the 9th August, 1961, the Mini-
ster was asked the number of apprentices
who were engaged by the Public Works
Department in the years 1958 to 1961-1
might mention that in 1958 the Labour
Government was in office-and the Mini-
ster replied that in 1958 there were 224
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apprentices. In 1961, with the present
Government In office, there were 42. The
discrepancy is easy to work out. The
traditional training ground of tradesmen
and apprentices has been depleted. As a
consequence there is a decline in the num-
ber of tradesmen available which has
necessitated the Government searching
elsewhere.

Mr. Grayden: There are more appren-
tices now than there were in 1959, and you
know it.

Mr. ]PLETCHER: The member for South
Perth is holding up the proceedings and
if the Government wants me to dispose
of my comments expeditiously, I would
ask him not to interject.

Mr. Grayden:, How many apprentices are
there in the Railways Department now?

Mr. FLETCHER: That is only one de-
partment. I have given the figures, which
are irrefutable. They are printed in
Hansard. The Government has had to re-
emuit tradesmen from the Eastern States,
and it is that action which is causing dis-
content, including the flare-up at Kwinana
recently. In regard to Kwlnana, trades-
men were being brought from the Eastern
States where they are paid above award
wages, while the tradesmen in Western
Australia are given only the award rates.
I have an article headed "Putting the Facts
Abroad," which appeared in The West
Australian of the 20th October, 1902. 1
should read the whole article: but because
of the shortage of time, I will read only
the relevant portion as follows:-

There would be less chance of
people abroad being primed with par-
tial or inaccurate information for
sectional Purposes if the Government
and the Trades Hall could get closer
together on the mode] of the Com-
monwealth Immigration Planning
Council.

If the officers from the Minister's Depart-
ment had discussed these matters earlier
with Trades Hall, then the situation might
not have arisen. In Its anxiety to give
as much work as possible to private enter-
prise, the Government has been responsible
for scattering the tradesmen all over the
place.

Another matter to which I wish to allude
is an article headed "Employee Under-
paid." I am turning my attention now to
the employer Instead of the employee. The
following item appeared In The West As-
tralian on the 6th October:-

Rowley's Appliances Pty Ltd. was
convicted by Industrial Magistrate T.
Ansell In the Perth Industrial Court
yesterday of having Underpaid former
employee Edvin Kuks, (21), of Hodges-
place, North Innaloo.

The company was fined £1 and
ordered to pay Kuks £98 uls. 5d.

It was claimed that Rowleys.
employed Kuts as a canvasser but paid
him only a Junior shop assistant's
wage.

This firm was fined £1; and yet, as I men-
tioned the other evening, my union was
fined £500.

Mr. Crommelin: The cases are a bit
different, though.

Mr. Jamieson'. There is not much
difference in principle.

Mr. FLETCHER: Although I have no
desire to delay members, I want to illus-
trate the injustice that exists In the law
when the firm mentioned can be ifined £1
for a breach of the law, while a union is
fined £500 for its alleged breach of the
law.

Mr. Oldfield: You know how they arrive
at it, don't you? There is one man so he
is fined il, but in a union there are 500
men, so it gets fined £500.

Mr. FLETCHER: I would like members
to listen to the following which appeared in
the Press, although I will omit the
names:-

Theft: Colin Lionel ................
mechanic, of Marine Terrace, F're-
mantle, was sent to gaol for six
months for having stolen a drum of
liquid adhesive valued at £10.

William John............ltabourer,
of Owston Street, Mosinan Park, was
fined £10 for having stolen a bag of
laying pellets valued at 15s.

I ask members to take note of the relative
fines for those crimes. The firm to which
I have referred earlier was fined £1 for
having robbed a man of £98, because that.
was what it was-robbery. On the other
hand one person Is fined £10 for stealing
something to the value of 15s., and another
is sent to gaol for six months for having
stolen something to the value of £10.
Where is the justice? I believe that the
employer to whom I referred earlier should
have been fined at least the amount he
was trying to evade Paying to his employee.

Mr. Grayden: You don't know the cir-
cum stances.

Mr. FLETCHER: I1 do. I have just read
the facts from the Press.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Order!

Mr. FLETCHER: I thank you, Sir, for
calling the member for South Perth to
order. I desire now, on the same subject,
to quote the following questions asked by
Mr. Tonkin of the Minister for Police-

(1) Did he see the report in The West
Australian of the 23rd inst. that
labourer David Vincent Yappo of
Watheroo was sent to gaol for a
month In the Moora Police Court
for having stolen a block of choco-
late?
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(2) Did the Police Department lay the
charge?

(3) Will he contrast this case with
that of the person who was
employed by the TAM. in a met-
ropolitan branch and who helped
himself to approximately five
hundred pounds of the money
which belonged to the Board, and
state why no charge was laid in
the latter case?

The Minister replied-
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) Owing to what they considered

were compassionate grounds, the
T.A.B. decided not to report the
matter to the Police, but took
action to recover the money. As
soon as I was advised of the
matter, instructions were issued to
ensure that any cases of a sim.,ilar
nature were to be referred to the
Police.

Some adjustment should be made to
these various penalties inflicted, because
there is no justice in them,

Mr. Jamnieson: One person who burned
all his books was permitted to have a TV
at the Perth lock-up.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not want to be
sidetracked. I have my own story to tell.
I have demonstrated there is justification
far the case I have submitted. In justifica-
tion of my contention that an employer
should be fined at least the amount of
money he has tried to avoid paying to his
employees. I desire to give some informa-
tion which I ascertained from the Customs
and Excise Department. I was informed
that under section 234E of the Act there
is a £100 maximum fine, while under sec-
tion 240 there is provision far a fine, three
times that amount, for evasion and attempt
to defraud. I say the employer has de-
frauded. I1 also submit that I am being
lenient in saying the employer should be
fined only the value of the amount he has
underpaid an employee.

I telephoned the Taxation Department,
and a similar situation prevails there. Tax
evaders can be fined twice the amount of
the evasion. I think the employer should
be fined at least the amount which he has
underpaid an employee.

Another heading says, "Draper claims
firm gave him an ultimatum". This has
relation to what the Leader of the Op-
position said the other night about the
monopoly of capitalism in this State, and
how they dictate to the public and to the
small business man. I refer members to
The West Australian of the 15th March.
1962. I will read a sufficient amount to
make may point. A report in that paper
reads as follows-

Mt. Lawley draper Martin Lynch said
yesterday-

The CHAIRM4AN (Mr. I, W. Manning):
I must advise the honourable member that
I am having difficulty In lining this up with
the departments under discussion. Surely,
he could discuss this matter more aptly
under the heading of the Department of
Justice or the Police Department.

Mr. FLETCHER:, You mean, Mr. Chair-
man. just this particular subject?

Mr. Crommelin: No; the lot!
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning): I

have been very tolerant in endeavouring
to tie up the honourable member's com-
ments with the departments under dis-
cussion. However, he cannot continue along
those lines. Surely he can find a more ap-
propriate heading, such as the Department
of Justice, in order to express his points?

Mr. FLETCHER: The other night when
I was speaking on the Industrial Develop-
ment Vote, you took exception to my rais-
ing these matters and you suggested that
I could raise them on this particular port-
folio. The points I have raised concern
employer-employee relations; and they are,
I submit, related to this portfolio. I ask
for your indulgence to enable me to dispose
of this item. I will then get back on to
something which is definitely within the
ambit of this portfolio. I will continue
to read as follows:-

Mt. Lawley draper Martin Lynch said
yesterday that a leading wholesale
knitting wool company had asked him
to resume selling the company's lines
at its fixed prices.

The firm had told him that if he
did not do this he would be refused
supplies and his account would be
closed.

He had been off ering a 20 per cent.
discount on all lines in his shop to
combat heavy reductions made by city
shops carrying similar lines.

He believed that other shop pro-
prietors in Victoria Park and Leeder-
ville had received similar warnings.

I ask the Minister to see that employers of
labour are treated as they deserve if they
contravene industrial awards and condi-
tions.

There is another matter. The following
appears in a little publication which I have
seen for the first time. The publication
is called "New Horizons in Western Aus-
tralia", and I am Quoting from vol. 1. It
reads as follows:-

New Horizons is published for the
Economic Development Association by
Australian Promotions Ptv. Ltd.. 135
St. George's Terrace. Perth. and
printed by Norm. Fad. 180 Bennett
Street, Perth.

I take exception to that rart of the pamph-
let which deals with what whorf workers
earn.

Mr. Crommelin: Plenty!
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Mr. FLETCHER: Since the publication
is for new Australians, I submit it should
be mnore factual. It says as follows-

"Ordinary" hands working on the Fre-
mantle and other Western Australian
wharves earn £18 l~s. 9d. per week (40
hours) with the first two hours of over-
time at 1i times ordinary pay, and all
additional overtime at dob-ble pay. All
work done before 7 aLm. earns double
pay.

No public holidays are allowed for.
but such workers receive 29 days an-
nual leave, with four weeks' sick leave
in any one year.

A coat, two shirts and two pair of
trousers are provided free of charge
every eight months, with a sou'-wester.
gumboots, gloves, cap and greatcoat in
wet weather.

It Is surprising to me that they have not
been given cars. I will read further:-

Telephones are provided at workers'
homes with rent and "reasonable" calls
paid for by the employer. Transport
allowance of 5s. weekly is paid for
wear and tear on the worker's private
vehicles.

Long service leave is allowable every
seven years.

That is undeniably absolute nonsense!I
These conditions apply to about a dozen
men on the wharves-that is all. Those
men are hauled out of bed day and night,
and that is Why the telephones are there.
The way this article reads, it would give
the impression that waterside workers are
all employed on those conditions which,
in fact, merely apply to the mooring gang
-a handful of men. It is gross misrep-
resentation. It is lies-deliberate lies. I
said the other night that this is misrep-
resentation.

There is another beading in this pub-
lication as follows:-

Wanted-1,946 Tradesmen!
I could elaborate on that. This Is the sort
of material which is distributed overseas.
The criticism from this side of the House
is Justified. If we want to get tradesmen
and other people here, then for goodness'
sake let us be honest. Do not let us mis-
lead people overseas. We should not tell
them they are coming to a Utopia when
they are not. I take exception to this sort
of thing. I am a representative in Parlia.-
ment, and it is my duty to criticise any-
thing of this sort of thing which takes
place.

There is an advertisement in this pub-
]ieation which urges young migrants to
join the Young Liberal Movement. It
reads, "Make friends of your own age
group. Particulars: Executive Officer,
21,2081."'

"Mfr. Croramelin: What is rong with it?

Mr. PLETCHER: What Is wrong with
it? Never mind! I read that because it
demonstrates those whom the magazine
represents. It does not represent this side
of the House.

I will now get back to the Minister's
portfolio, and I am on the beam on this
occasion. It is in relation to the fact that
this Government bends over backwards to
make available all sorts of assistance to
big overseas firms, while it ignores the
requirements of the local small business-
men. One of those businessmen outlined
his case to me, and with the indulgence
of the committee I will skim through it
quickly. He wrote the following letter to
the Swan River Conservation Board,
because he was frustrated by replies from
various Ministers. I will let this business-
man tell his own story. He wrote as
follows:-

Without Prejudice to my application
for a Marina site, may I point out
the following facts relating to my
efforts in this matter:-

(1) I originally made application
to your Board on the 5th
September, [961, for approval,
in principle, to build a
Marina. I have never re-
ceived an answer to this
letter other than acknowledg-
ment of its receipt.

This matter touches on dredging, and
dredging comes under the Minister's port-
folio. To continue:-

(2) On 31st July, 1961, 1 wrote
to the Lands Department-

It still gets back to the Minister! Reading
further-

-for information re status of
land in East Fremantle, No
reply was received to this until
the 21st March, 1962, and
this letter was to ask me
whether I still required an
answer to my letter.

(3) Alter discussion with your
Mr. O'Halloran early this
year, and on his advice, I
made application to the East
Fremantle Council for per-
mission to build a Marina on
Preston Point on the 12th
February, 1962. The Council
were then under the impres-
sion that the foreshore land
in question, would be vested
in them by the Lands Depart-
ment and approved my appli-
cation, In principle, on the
20th March, 1962. The Coun-
cil then supported my new
application to your Board
(dated 27th February, 1962)
to build a Marina on Preston
Point with a view to grant-
Ing me a lease on approval
by your Board of the proposal.
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(4) 1 received a letter from your
Board dated the 23rd March,
1982, referring to my applica-
tion, and advising that the
matter had been referred to
the Planning Committee.

(5) Your Board wrote on the 18th
April, 1962, advising that the
Board considered the area in
question suitable for a Marina
but were devising a method of
allocating the site.

in case members are getting a bit tired
of this narration they ought to try to
understand the frustration of this busi-
nessman who is endeavouring to establish
a business in this State. To continue-

6. On the 13th July, 1962. your
board advised the Lands Department
would shortly be calling tenders, and
asked that I contact this department.

'7. On contacting the Lands Depart-
ment I was told that the site was to
be dredged and then tenders called. A
week or two later I was told that
tenders were to be called before dredg-
ing commenced. Now I am advised
that the Public Works Department are
not prepared to pay for dredging and
the successful tenderer must do this.
The dredging will apparently cost ap-
proximately £3,500.

I do not think the next paragraph is rele-
vant.

Mr. Grayden: Read it out.

Mr. FLETCHER: I will read it out as
the honourable member is interested in it.
It continues-

8. The council were prepared to
grant a 21-year lease at a peppercorn
rental on the principle that the fore-
shore would be improved and an
amenity provided at no cost to them
or the Government.

9. The Lands Department want to
make acquisition of the site competi-
tive, and spend nothing on the site.
Originally they advised that the lease
would be for 50 years with reviewal of
rental every 10 years. Now they ad-
vise it will be 21 years with reviewal
of rent every seven years. The cost of
dredging is to be absorbed by the suc-
cessful tenderer in the first seven-year
period in addition to the tendered
rental.

10. So much time has elapsed now
that it will be impossible to be in
operation until at least late in the
boating season. it is already nearly
seven months since my second appli-
cation went to your board and appar-
ently no objections have been put for-
ward to it.

To sum up may I ask, "Does your
board Consider that I have had a 'fair
go, '.T

This businessman was attempting to estab-
lish a business in my area and, as a con-
sequence, I am bringing his case forward.
This is an undertaking in which he is pre-
pared to spend £25,000. I suspect that it
cost something like £6,000,000 to dredge
the channel to Kwinana to enable the
tankers to use the jetty. Taxpayers, money
was used for the purpose. But here is a
small businessman who is asked to spend
£3,500 of his own money for dredging.
Why the disparity? Why the preferential
treatment?

I think this businessman is justified in
asking why the Government bends over
backwards to assist big overseas interests
and at the same time ignores the little
businessmen. Road. rail, electricity, and
other facilities are made available to over-
seas companies, and all sorts of induce-
ments are offered and preferential treat-
ment is shown to them, while at the same
time the Government penalises; local enter-
prise.

Mr. W. Hegney: That is what Mr. Eric
Sandover said just recently.

Mr. FLETCHER: I have made the point
that preferential treatment is shown to big
overseas companies and I ask the Minis-
ter in this instance to give consideration
to this small businessman so that the
dredging can be done at public expense.
That would assist local Industry.

There is one other brief matter to which
I wish to refer and it affects the area of
Fremantle and also touches upon various
contiguous electorates. I wrote to the
Editor of The West Australian newspaper
on the 3rd July, 1962, as follows:-

Dear Sir,
T consider your July 2nd correspond-

ent L. H. Jorgensen's suggestion re-
garding a bridge across the river at
Pt. Waiter feasible and practical on
the following grounds:-

The present elevated foreshore at
Pt. Resolution is a natural bridge abut-
ment with many alternative ap-
proaches to and from Perth and
suburbs.

The Southern approach and abut-
ment could be created to riverfiow ad-
vantage, by dredging the adjacent
half-mile of sandbank at Pt. Walter,
such spoil to be used for approach-
to attain height, and reduce width
of span,

An overway across Canning High-
way at the Intersection of Pt. Walter
Road or Carrington Street could be
necessary, for traffic to industrial areas
of O'Connor and Kwinana and High-
way South.

Such a route would have these ad-
vantages, many points of access and
ezress would be created to Fremantle
and suburbs, a shorter route to and
from Perth, elimination of the present
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traffic bottleneck at North Fremantle
and Southern end of present traffic
bridge.

There is peak hour confusion In the area
at the southern end of the present traffic
bridge, and I request the Government to
give consideration-either now or in the
very immediate future-to the building of
a bridge in the area I have suggested.

Point Brown has been suggested as an
alternative: but to my way of thinking a
bridge built in that vicinity would create
a greater bottleneck than exists at present.
because the traffic using It would have to
cross Canning Highway close to the exist-
ing bridge,, and at five o'clock, or at any
other peak period, the traffic is banked up
right back to East Fremantle. I think the
ideal site is the one I have suggested,

As the traffic travelling to Fremnantle
along Canning Highway is interrupted at
the bridge by the flow of traffic from the
bridge, an overway, or some other access
across Canning Highway, will have to be
built. If my suggestion were adopted and
a bridge were built in the locality I
suggested in my letter, it would take the
traffic away from the Narrows Bridge and
a good deal of the traffic from the North
Fremantle traffic bridge and dissipate it
in different directions through the various
suburbs in the Fremantle area. That
would be of considerable advantage.

I recommend anybody who wants to
have a look at the present confusion to
visit the area, -around Hampton Road at
peak hours. That road has reached satu-
ration point so far as vehicles are con-
cerned, and severe traffic hazards exist.
Something has to be done as quickly as
possible to alleviate the traffic situation in
the vicinity of Fremantle.

MRt. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn) [9.48
p.mi.]: I want to ask a question, Mr. Chair-
man. Did the Minister introduce the Esti-
mates for all the departments under his
control?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
We are dealing with divisions 28 to 33 in-
clusive.

Mr. Wild: Right down to the State In-
surance Office. The only one I have not
done is the Metropolitan Water Supply
Department.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I have a few remarks
to make particularly in regard to the
Factories and Shops Act- That Act badly
needs overhauling. Some seven years ago
I introduced a series of amendments; but,
because of the Opposition to them, those
amendments did not get very far. It was
an attempt on my part to tidy up a number
of redundant sections in the principal Act.

I shall not quote extensively from the
Act. Suffice it to say that there are pro-
visions in the Factories and Shops Act
which stem from conditions which obtained
as far back as 1920. In those days the
48-hour week was the standard working

week, and there are references to that
fact in the Factories and Shops Act. For
women and children a 44-hour week was
the standard. It is obvious that today,
when the courts-both Federal and State-
have adopted the 40-hour maximum as the
standard throughout Australia, references
to 44 hours and 48 hours should be elimni-
nated from the principal Act and the
40-hour standard should be included in
their place.

I mentioned that 44 hours was the
maximum that could be worked by women
and children. I have just taken an extract
from another part of the Factories and
Shops Act to show how outmoded this
Statute is. In effect, the provision is--

When overtime is worked on a time
rate by women and boys the rate is
to be not less than sixpence per hour
where wages do not exceed L0s. per
week and ninepence per hour for all
others so employed.

That provision is still in the ]Factories and
Shops Act. Another provision can be
summarised as follows:-

Where extended hours are worked
by women and boys a meal allowance
of one shilling and sixpence shall be
paid.

A princely sum of one shilling and six-
pence!1

Mr. Williams: Probably for a hot dog.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: It may not be a hot

dog; it may be one of the rabbits that are
prohibited. An allowance of is. 6d. for a
meal is out of all proportion to present-
day costs. I do not know of any member
in this Chamber who, had he worked a
full shift In a factory would be satisfied
with a Is. 6d. meal. I am just mention-
ing this to show that some attention should
be focused on this Act. in regard to Sat-
urday afternoons, there is a provision that
hairdressing establishments and other
shops shall close at 1 pm. on Saturdays.
That applies to the old days. Today, shops
which open on Saturday mornings close at
12 p.m.

This Act has reference to factories and
It is almost universal that a 40-hour week
is worked in five days in factories. There
are provisions for taking polls in districts
to determine whether a late shopping night
shall be held in any particular district and
on what night. Such a provision applies
to the dim and dark days. Under the Act.
also, should an employee decide to have
a half-holiday, his half-holiday shall
commence as late as 2 p.m.

I mention these few points to give the
Minister an idea of the position so that
between now and the opening of the next
session of Parliament he might direct some
attention to having a number of the pro-
visions of the Factories and Shops Act
brought under review with the object of
their being brought up to date.
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There are Provisions governing the stan-
dard of hygiene that shall be set in any
establishment and the amount of cubic
feet of space which shall be allowed to
each employee and so forth. As we have
recently reviewed the provisions or the
Local Government Act and the Health Act,
there may be some room for pruning some
of the dead wood from the Factories and
Shops Act.

I did not speak on the question of a
roster for service Stations. The Bill was
passed through this House; but reports
have appeared in the Press stating that if
the Bill introduced by the member for
victoria Park had become law the Minis-
ter would have had no jurisdiction and
the whole matter of the roster for service
stations would have been entirely in the
hands of the Automobile Chamber of
commerce. I wish to take this opportunity
to refute that statement, because it is not
in accordance with fact.

In 1956, the then Labor Government, in
which I happened to be the Minister for
Labour, introduced this roster system for
service stations, and the requisite pro-
visions were placed in the Factories and
Shops Act in regard to zoning, the
authority to which the recommendation
should be made, and how the roster
system should operate. The recommend-
ing authority in the 1956 legislation was
the Automobile Chamber of Commerce.
and the definition of a zone was a certain
part of the State so prescribed.

In accordance with the provisions of that
Act, the Automobile Chamber of Com-
merce has continued to make recommenda-
tions when necessary. It made recom-
mendations to the then Minister, and it
was not obligatory on the Minister at that
time, nor is it obligatory on the present
Minister to accept its recommendations.
At all times, the Automobile Chamber of
Commerce, as the body principally con-
cerned, can recommend to the Minister
how thie roster system should work and
what petrol stations Should remain open
under the roster and where the prescribed
limits shall be: and the Minister, if he
accepts this recommendation, would take
steps, under the Factories and Shops Act,
to have a regulation gazetted in accord-
ance with the recommendation.

Mr. Court: Say he rejects it?

Mr. W. HEGNVY: That is a reasonable
interjection. That is exactly what I am
leading UP to. if this legislation had
become law and the Automobile Chamber
of Commerce had suggested and agreed
that the number of rostered service
stations should be doubled; and after the
proclamation of the Act had been effected,
if the Automobile Chamber of Commerce
had made a recommendation to the Min-
ister, it would not be incumbent on
the Minister to accept its recommen-
dation. All the Minister would have to

do if he were not satisfied that the in-
creased number of petrol stations was re-
quisite for present-day requirements would
be to refer the recommendation back to
the Automobile Chamber of Commerce. If
the Minister considered that instead of 24
service stations there should be 36 on the
roster he would be quite within his rights
Si making such a suggestion to the Auto-
mobile Chamber of Commerce; and if he
wanted to be arbitrary In regard to these
matters he could say, "Unless arrange-
ments are made for 30 or 40 petrol stations
to remain open there will be no regula-
tions gazetted," and the Automobile
Chamber of Commerce, I feel sure, would
accept his decision. I have always found
the Automobile Chamber of Commerce
reasonable in any dealings I have had with
it, and if the Minister made that decision
that would be the position.

If the 1957 legislation is examined it will
be found that if any ambulance required
petrol at any time of the day or night, no
petrol station would be guilty of a breachi
of the Act if it served petrol for that
ambulance. No breach of the law is com-
mitted by the R.AG. if, in an emergency.
it provides petrol at any time of the day
or night to a motorist to enable him to
proceed to his destination. Such a Pro-
vision is in the Act.

I now come to this point: If this Gov-
erment. through its Minister, was so
opposed to the roster system, why does it
keep on harping about giving service to
the public? This Government was elected
in 1959-nearly four years ago-so why
has it not altered the legislation? It has
not altered it in any way. Af ter an inquiry
had been held it was found that the legis-
lation had been most effective and that
the Automobile Chamber of Commerce had
been most reasonable and practical in its
approach to this problem.

I have spoken to a number of motorists.
and I guarantee that if any member of the
public were to make a survey of the garage
proprietors he would find that between 90
and 100 per cent, of them want this roster
system and they do not want to carry on
trading on Sunday morning when, by a
reasonable approach to the problem, they
could have a rostered system working on
Sunday morning in the same way as it has
been working for some seven years.

I make that Point in passing because
the public could be misled in regard to
the position. If anybody likes to read the
provisions of the 1956 legislation and have
a correct interpretation made of it it will
be found-to repeat-that if the Automo-
bile Chamber of Commerce submitted a
recommendation to the Minister and he was
not satisfied with it, he could refer it back
to that organisation for further considera-
tion.

Referring to the Factories and Shops Act
again, I would like to say there are pro-
visions in that Act-and, to an extent,
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this is a Statute which helps to protect
and organise workers in factories and
shops--which have reference to the old
system known as sweating. The provision
still remains in the Factories and Shops
Act. This legislation was designed to pro-
tect unorganised workers.

This provision in the Factories and Shops
Act-I think in sections '7 and 1 1--grants
to inspectors appointed under that Act the
same Powers and authority as are held by
an inspector appointed under the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act. Such an inspector,
at any reasonable time, is entitled to
approach any establishment to make
necessary inquiries and to ensure that
employers are observing the provisions of
the Factories and Shops Act, and the
relevant award or industrial agreement.

That has been carried on for some time.
But now the Minister has issued Instruc-
tions--and union representatives have a
copy of the circular that has been sent
out-that union secretaries are to do this
work; that the Factories and Shops in-
spectors, as implied in the correspond-
ence, are to be discouraged from taking
requisite action in eases of breaches which
come under the Factories and Shops legis-
lation. or the relevant awards and agree-
ments.

In one breath the Government is harp-
ing on the necessity for the people to ob-
serve Industrial awards and agreements,
together with the laws of the country,
while in the next the Minister issues
instructions to the effect that the Factories
and Shops inspectors will be discouraged
from ensuring that the industrial awards
and agreements are carried out. Thie
Minister may say the representatives
of the unions registered under the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act of Western Australia
have the necessary authority to take this
action before the court; but their authority
is somewhat limited by comparison with
that of the industrial inspectors under the
Factories and Shops Act.

Is the Minister prepared to give me the
real reason for the issue of that circular?
The union representatives are doing their
best to Police their awards, and to ensure
that not only their members, but also the
employers observe the awards and the in-
dustrial agreements. The Factories and
Shops Act was designed for the pur-
pose of protecting any organisation of
workers, and young people such as new
Australians in the city of Perth who do
not belong to a union.

The function of the Inspectors is to en-
sure that those people are not exploited
by unscrupulous employers; but the Mini-
ister has done something which will dis-
courage Factories and Shops Department
inspectors from doing the work they have
been doing for a number of years. I know
that the Purpose of the Government In
'regard to industrial matters is to do every-
thing Possible to hamstring the activities

of the unions, and to give employers a
free rein to break wages and industrial
agreements, as was exemplified when we
considered the Bread Act Amendment Bill
a short while ago.

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) [10.3 p.m.]:
I want to be as brief as possible. I do
not want to go over all the matters which
I could cover under this portfolio. How-
ever, I do want to have something to
say about the State Government Insur-
ance Office, and the interpretation that is
being placed on the Provisions of the
Workers' Compensation Act at the present
time. I would like to stress the impossible
Position we have reached so far as silicosis
is concerned. I hope the Minister will
take careful note of what I am about to
say, because the whole Position is quite im-
Possible. Each case I get seems to be the
limit-each case, in its turn, is worse than
the Previous one. The position is quite
untenable.

The whole set-up is becoming so con-
fused that even the State Government In-
surance Office is conveying the wrong im-
pression to the people. The result Is that
the People concerned have their hopes
raised, and later they cannot understand
why they are unable to obtain compensa-
tion for this industrial disease of silicosis.
I would like to quote from the State Gov-
errnent Insurance Office financial state-
ment for the year ended the 30th June,
1962. It says, among other things-

The rate of 20s. % remains unaltered
despite its inadequacy. Accumulated
losses for the past eight years amount
to £248,454. The requirement to estab-
lish disablement by Industrial Disease
as due to employment in the mining
industry during the preceding three
Years has been removed...

And this is what I want to stress-
-has been removed by amending leg-
islation operative from 24/12/1960. It
is anticipated that the claims experi-
ence will be adversely affected still fur-
ther as a result.

That, of course, is what everybody believes
-that the three-year period in which an
ex-worker could claim for a disablement
due to industrial disease was removed. We
even had a statement from the Minister
himself-and I am sure the Minister was
quite honest in his belief. He said that
this payment had to take place because
the man concerned had worked In a mine,
contracted the disease, became disabled,
and therefore had to be Paid compensation.
Nothing is further from the truth.

I have some correspondence with me
which deals with the case of a particular
man. I do not think it is necessary for me
to mention his name. Suffice it to say
that he worked at Norseman and Kalgoor-
lie for many years as a miner. He attended
the laboratory at K~algoorlie where they
told him he was showing signs of silicosis.
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That, I think, was in May, 1960. These
dates are very important. He made a
claim for compensation, and he received
a reply to that claim on the 23rd August,
1962. from the general manager, Mr. Hogg,
which reads as follows:-

Claim MP/2253
I regret that I was unable to reply

earlier to your letter of the 12th
August, but your file has only just
been returned from my Kalgoorlie
Branch Office,

The claim submitted by you for
compensation on account of disable-
ment due to the industrial disease of
silicosis has been investigated, and it
has been established that your date
of disablement for the purposes of the
Workers' Compensation Act must be
regarded as the 30th May, 1960. Your
employment from the 12th October.
1953 to the 8th June, 1962, was as
Caretaker-Manager of the Norseman
Swimming Pool.

In consequence it is not established
that the disease is or was due to the
nature of any employment within
three years previous to the date of
your disablement, and thus your claim
must fail as the work upon which
you were engaged for the last nine
years does not conform with the de*l-
nition of work in the mining lndustry
under the Mine Workers' Relief Act.

I1 will admit that this claim contained
some complication. But the fact is that
the man is regarded as being disabled on
the 30th May. 1960. if that were so, of
course, he was not entitled to compensa-
tion, because he was disabled before the
date of coming into operation of the
amended Act which removed the time
period. This placed him outside the re-
quisite period of time, and accordingly the
amending Act did not affect him.

I have a letter and a notification the man
int question received in answer to a letter
he had written to the doctor in charge of
the laboratory at Kalgoorlie on the 11th
May. 1960. It was the result of the exam-
ination he had in may, when he was told
he had signs of silicosis, and which date
the State Government Insurance Office
regards as being his date of disablement.
The letter in question reads as follows:-
lows: -

Thank you for your letter. There
is no need for concern and annual
chest x-ray will be a sufficient pre-
caution.

In regard to your statement that
you have suddenly developed dust.
That Is untrue. The changes in your
chest x-ray have been apoearlng
gradually with an almost impercep-
tible annual difference. As it is, your
x-ray shows the earliest possible mini-
mal evidence of silicosis.

Your report is enclosed.

There must be some stage when the eariest
possible minimal of silcosis can be seen.
Changes take place in the lungs of people
as they row older, even without the in-
cidence of silicosis. In May, 190, this per-
son was showing the earliest possible mini-
mal evidence of silicosis, and he received
a notification accompanying that letter, In
the following terms:-

Your recent chest x-ray shows evi-
dence of silicosis in the early stages
but is otherwise satisfactory. in your
own interest, you should avoid dusty
conditions and have a chest x-ray in
12 months. This x-ray may be taken
here, at the Mines Mobile x-Ray Unit,
at Perth Chest Clinic or at any country
hospital. Please ask that the x-ray be
forwarded here for review.

If you desire any further informa-
tion, please contact the undersigned
at the above address.

The man received an x-ray examination
in 1961 and in 1962, and his condition de-
terio rated greatly. Today he has a dis-
ablement resulting from silicosis, but when
he applied for compensation he was told
he had been disabled in 1960.

Dr. Henn: How old is this person?
Mr. MOIR: In his early 50's. I have

been in touch with an officer in the State
Government Insurance Office. When I
read out that letter he was astounded. I
pointed out there must have been a time
when the minimal evidence of silicosis
showed. There are some men who remain
working in the mines for many years after
minimal evidence of silicosis has shown:
and they are not disabled at all. Such evi-
dence merely indicates that the worker
has contracted silicosis, and as time passes
it is expected that the disease will pro-
gress. The State Insurance Office accepts
this as evidence of disablement. The Act
provides that disablement is dependent on
the inability to earn full wages in work
of any description. Is it any wonder that
all the confusion has arisen?

I shall communicate with the doctor and
ask him if he subscribes to the view that
this worker was disabled when the earliest
possible minimal signs of silicosis became
evident. Here is the difference: This case
took place a few months too soon. If the
doctor said that he was disabled in 1951
the person would receive compensation.
Evidently he has been regarded as being
disabled. The doctor does not say in the
letter that the person was disabled, but
the State insurance Office said he was.
Being in the critical period before the
amendment came into operation the claim
of that person for compensation was
denied. I shall write to the doctor and
point out the facts. I shall ask him
whether he agrees with the State Insur-
ance office as to the time of the disable-
ment. This is one of many possible case,
and we are getting all sorts of arguments
which we have not heard before.
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I have said this previously, but it should
be reiterated. The financial statement of
the State Government Insurance office for
the year ended the 30th June, 1962, states--

industrial Disease (silieosis):*
This premium is fixed by the Premium
Rates Committee also and has under-
gone drastic reductions over the years
as follows: -

1/1/53.........Ss. %
1/7/53 .. .. s0. %
1/1154 ... .. .. 30s. %
1/1/55...... ...1....20s. %

Then there was the statement I read out
which indicated that the rate of 20s. re-
mained unaltered, despite its Inadequacy.

When we take Into account the amounts
that have been paid out by the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office we find that the
fears which were expressed when the time
limit was lifted have not been realised. At
the time it was said they did not know
what amount was involved and what ad-
ditional claims would have to be met. The
rates have dropped, not because fewer
claims came in, but because the claims
which were allowed under this supposedly
g1enerous provision were lower. The com-
parative figures shown in the financial
statement are as follows-

1960-81 1981-02
Claims paid and
outstanding .... £101,693 £85,687

There has been quite a drop and it can
be directly attributed to the fact that it Is
now much more difficult for a man who Is
affected by silicosis to obtain compensa-
tion. Quite a number of people must have
been entitled to receive compensation, but
with the manner in which the Act was In-
terpreted fewer people received their just
rights.

In regard to this fund I refer to the re-
port of the Auditor-General to show that
the position was not as alarming as one
might think. Because of the reduction in
the premiums there was a deficiency over
the years, but there was a huge amount
in this fund. On page 158 of the report
under the heading of 'State Government
Insurance Office, Trading Section" the
following is shown:-

3Dth June, 30th June,1960. 1085.
z

Workers' Compensation-
Potential Risk (Miners'

1.638,325 Phtbtlsa)...... .... ... 1.647,60
Less paid to Consoli-

dated Revenue Fund
407,500 for Phthisia Subsidy .. 401,500

I do not know what that was used for. It
was the same as the amount paid in 1961,
and it is a set amount paid In every year.

So there is plenty of money to meet the
claims- I earnestly ask the Minister for
labour to have this matter investigated so
that the farcical position of this worker
and many other workers is not repeated.
What makes it worse is this statement
appearing in the financial statement of

the State Government Insurance Office-
The requirement to establish dis-

ablement by industrial disease as due
to employment in the mining industry
during the preceding three years has
been removed by amending legisla-
tion..

Of course, that makes everybody believe
there Is no time limit now, and provided
one is disabled and cannot fallow his occu-
pation, one will be Paid.

The Minister will probably say, "Why
does not the union take this man's case
before the Workers' Compensation Board?"
This man may not have paid any union
dues for many years and we cannot expect
the union to expend the funds of other
members on somebody who has not
belonged to that union for quite a few
years; and the only recourse is for such
men to come to people like me in an
endeavour to get their compensation.

I do my best, but I am not a lawyer. I
cannot go before the Workers' Compensa-
tion Board and argue against a Crown
Law officer who would be representing the
State Government Insurance Office,
although somne members might think that
would be niot hard to deal with.

Anyway, I submit what I have said for
the consideration of the Minister. He has
given me an assurance that he will look
into this section, but I wanted to show
him what a mess the position is so far as
workers' compensation and silicosis are
concerned.-

MR. WIELD (Dale-Minister for Works
and Labour) [10.22 p mn]l I do not intend
to reply to all of the observations made,
but I will have them looked at and approp-
riate answers will be sent to the members
concerned. However. I want personally to
touch on one matter raised by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. I agree with
what he had to say on the question of
apprentices.

Ujnfortunately, I have not the figures
with me, but as was indicated by the mnem-
bar for South Perth, the position Is very
considerably Improved. About two years
ago the Government set up a committee
that has been working between the em-
ployees, the unions, the employers, and the
Department of Labour. This committee
has been endeavouring to work out a
scheme; and I think it is getting a little
closer to the stage where agreement can
be reached in connection with the build-
ing trades Industry.

There is going to be a different type of
apprenticeship. The first year will be aca-
demic and for the next succeeding three
years those apprenticed will be engaged on
the practical side. One thing that has been
noticed in the last few weeks is the large
number of youths with higher academic
qualifications who are applying for these
positions. The honourable member indi-
cated that I was not taking much Interest
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in the matter of apprentices, but I can some reference to the Mines Department.
assure him that I do watch this position
because I recognise that going down from
1,640 to 300 in the P.W.D. we did not have
the ability to have the same intake or
anywhere near it and we were not getting
the applicants last year or the year before.

However, this year there have been con-
siderably more. I cannot remember, exactly,
but the mechanical plant workshops of the
State Engineering Works had 40 vacancies,
and something like 700 application forms
were asked for. Finally, I understand there
were 340 or 350 applicants applying for
these 40 positions.

The position has been the same in the
Metropolitan Water Supply Department.
This Year the number of applicants went
up considerably, and in both cases I am
advised the position has reached the stage
where the applicants have been combed out
and quite a lot officially interviewed.
Apart from the personal interviews, their
qualifications will be taken into account;
and I understand some of the boys have
passed their Junior in seven or eight
subjects.

I am advised that more boys are avail-
able this year as a result of the aftermath
of the war, but I do not know if that Is
correct or not. A matter of two months
ago the Government asked every depart-
ment to take on the maximum number of
apprentices possible under their particular
Arbitration Act award: and I can assure
the honourable member that I am keeping
a close watch on this position. We are
going to take on apprentices where we
possibly can.

Migrants belong to a different category.
When a migrant tradesman is brought In
from overseas, he brings with him his wife
and family so the Commonwealth gains
perhaps four or five bodies; but on the
other hand an apprentice is only one man
training. Therefore, the two categories do
not run side by side. I can assure the
honourable member the position is being
watched.

The matter raised by the member for
Boulder-Eyre is something that is engag-
ing my attention: and, as I indicated in the
House last month, the question of amend-
ing the Workers' Compensation Act and
the ouestion of silicosis are matters that
will be gone into. I thank members for
their observations, and will have the mat-
ters raised looked into and advice for-
warded in due course.

Votes put and passed.
Votes: Mines, £605,496; State Housing

Commission, £5; Crown Law Offices.
£738,306; Electoral Department, £40,690:
Licensing, £13,796; Arbitration Court,
£38,277-

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minlster for
Lands) (10.27 pm.]: In introducing the
estimates for the Minister for Mines,
Housing, and Justice, I first want to make

The State's gold And mineral production
for the calendar year 1961 was gold, 871,885
fine ounces, valued at £13,706,890; and
minerals to the value of £8,669,950.

The gold industry in regard to the
larger mines remains in a reasonably
healthy condition as the ore bodies con-
tinue strongly. Marginal mines have con-
tinued with the assistance of the Common-
wealth subsidy, which was renewed this
year. Gold prospecting gained some im-
petus last year by the joint efforts of the
Prospectors' Association and the depart-
mnent in encouraging prospecting by
lectures, field days, and discovery incen-
tives. Similar work is being continued
this year.

Minerals in the State are attracting the
interest of large companies, and agree-
ments have been entered into with West-
ern Mining Corporation N.L. with regard
to Tallering Peak deposits, and Mt. Golds-
worthy Associates regarding the Mt. Golds-
worthy deposits for the examination and
export of the iron ore. Other companies
are investigating iron ore deposits in the
Pilbara and Kimberley goldfields; bauxite,
ilmenite, and tin in the south-west; cop-
per in the Murchison and north: and
limestone and manganese.

The reorganisation of the Geological
Survey Branch has been completed and
the staff of 29 geologists is enabling the
department to carry out more extensive
field examinations. The hydrological sec-
tion is already active in the survey of the
State's Potential water supplies. Specialists
have been appointed to undertake geo-
physical and seismic work, and a
palacontologist has been appointed.

The six divisions of the Government
Chemical Laboratories continue to give
good service to the Government depart-
ments and private industry. Work was
carried out on the beneficiation of ilmnenite,
and this has been successfully flinalised
inasmuch as a semi-commercial plant.
based on the Process developed, is being
erected for which the division Is acting as
consultant. Work was also done on the
beneficiation of low-grade manganese ore.
and the recovery of sulphur from Kal-
goorlie gold concentrates. As a result of
the mining activity in the north-west the
District Inspector of Mines has been
moved from Cue and is now stationed at
Port Hedland.

The Kalgoorlie and Norseman Schools
of Mines have had good enrolments. but
on account of the early cessation of the
Great Western mine, Bullfinch will close
at the end of this academic year. The
school at Wittenoom Gorge has been dis-
continued as a result of insufficient stu-
dents being available.

On behalf of the Minister for Mines.
Housing, and Justice, I move the votes of
those departments.
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In. MomR (Boulder-Eyre) (10.32
p.m.): I should like to Make a few re-
marks on the Mines Vote. I am very dis-
appointed that this department does not
carry out more diamond drilling in the
goldfieids areas. As a matter of fact, it
appears to mec that the Mines Depart-
ment's drills are engaged on work which
has nothing whatsoever to do with min-
ing. They are being used in other areas
for testing foundations and for other
purposes instead of being engaged for the
purposes for which they were primarily
purchased, which was for the testing of
ground in order to prove whether there
were payable deposits of minerals.

On the 1st November I asked questions in
the House in an endeavour to show that
some persons at Hampton Plains had been
mining low-grade ore, and they had been
producing some fairly big tonnages. How-
worth only 26s. per ton, the amount of gold
ever, they had paid the cartage. I asked
the Minister the following questions:-

(1) Is he aware that prospectors who
operate a small mine at Hampton
Plains producing reasonable ton-
nages of ore were recently in-
formed by his department that
the ore cartage subsidy paid to
them would be discontinued?

(2) Will he indicate the reason for
this action?

(3) Is it not a fact that the ore cart-
age subsidy paid by the depart-
ment for many Years has enabled
many small producers to keep in
production mines which would
otherwise have to cease opera-
tions?

The Minister replied:
(1)
(2)

Yes.
The gold produced from this very
low-grade mine is worth approxi-
mately 26s. per ton, while the cost
to the department, under most
favourable conditions, is as fol-
lows:-

per ton
s. d.

5 .... 35 0
dy ... 10 0

Crushing cost
Cartage subsh

Less departm
crushing ch

Nett cost

(3) It is true that ti
has enabled mar
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In the preser
holders have ci

between January and September,
1982. It is not, therefore, a small
mine by State battery standards,
and the loss to the department on
such tonnages is enormous.

On the face of it one would believe that
was true. I take Issue on the part of the
statement which says, "In general this
policy applies to quantities which would
not exceed a few hundred tons." I would
say that is erroneous. In the years gone
by this subsidy has been paid out on
thousands of tons of ore. It has been paid
out on ore which yields very well indeed.
There has never been any concern felt
before about the value of the ore, with
the exception that they will not pay for
dump material to be carted; that is,
material that has been mined on some
previous occasion and has been left be-
cause it was of low grade. Somebody
comes along and conveys that ore on the
trucks into the battery. They will neither
crush that ore nor pay the subsidy on it.

One of the purposes of providing assist-
ance to prospectors and small mineowners;
is to enable those people to continue to
operate a mine If at all possible. I do not
care how low the tonnages are, these
mines should continue to be operated as
long as it is possible. If it Is not possible,
then the people concerned will not operate
the mines any longer.

There is always the prospect that a mine
will improve in value. That has happened
on several occasions. People have started
to work a mine which has a low value;
they have persevered, and they have ulti-
mately made a profit. In other cases the
grade of ore has not been increased and
people have been forced to abandon a
mine.

Not only this Government but previous
Governments have followed that policy in
relation to large mines where the grade
of ore was very low indeed, and larger
sums of money have been made available
to enable these mines to continue operat-
ing in the hope that something better
would follow. I have only to instance
Bullfinch as a classic example of a low-
grade proposition being kept In operation
by Governments of all complexions.

- Because these people happen to be small
45 0 people, they are to be denied that assist-
- ance. I do not agree with that. I am not

ent's conversant with all the circumstances of
arge .... 6 a this case. I know that the prospectors'

- association took the matter up and pro-
.... .... 38 6 tested. I am sure that a responsible body

- like the Amalgamated Prospectors' Asso-
he cartage subsidy ciation would not have expressed concern
ty small producers at tis action if there had been no grounds
ction mines which for that concern.
ehave to cease The mining industry in this State seems

enerar this policy to be in a very active condition. We find
titles which would that almost £22 ,000,000-worth of gold and
ew hundred tons. minerals were Produced in this State dur-
Lt instance, the ing the Year. That is a very substantial
rushed 4,484 tons contribution to the economy of the State.
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I *have a very high regard for the Mines
Department. Its officers are very efficient
and they are very helpful to those people
in the industry. They help them in all
ways possible. However, I am at a loss
to understand the withdrawal of the cart-
age subsidy from these people.

There may be circumstances about whic~h
I am not aware; but on the face of it I
would think that was wrong. When one
is working a mine containing low-grade
ore one has to produce large tonnages; and
I would like to point out that, even if it was
worth only 26s. per ton, the amount of gold
that would be produced would be valued
somewhere between £5,000 and £6,000.
That Is not an inconsiderable sum.

While In the main the goldminlng in-
dustry is quite prosperous, it Is receiving
assistance from the Federal Government.
However, it Is not receiving sufficient as-
sistance to enable long-term development
to take place. Major mines are in a reas-
onably comfortable position; but in the
mining industry we always have the poor
relations. We had the position at Wiluna,
Big Bell, and Bullfinch; and now, after
60 years, we are reaching the same posi-
tion with the Sons of Owalia mine.

The latter has been a very Productive
mine and it has kept many families in the
towns of Owalia and Leonora going for
over 60 years. That will be the fate of
any mine when everything is being taken
out of it. Some day the ore reserves will
become depleted, and the closing down of
the mine will depend on the size of the
deposits and the scale of operations.

In conclusion. I trust that in the com-
ing year the Mines Department will be-
come more active in using diamond drills
in the various fields where ore bodies could
be located; and that the drills will not be
used on jobs which have nothing whatso-
ever to do with mining.

MR, TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) (10.44 p.m.]: T regret
very much that the Minister for Mines
is not in the House: because I am going
to do some straight talking, and it is un-
fair that the Minister for Lands should
be the recipient of it.

Mr. Bovell: I can take it.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, I suppose the Min-
ister can; but that does not satisfy me,
because I want to get at the man respons-
ible-at the man who will not obey the
law.

Mr. Bovell: I do not agree with you
there.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course the Minister
would not!I He does not agree, although
he has not heard what I have to say about
the matter.

Mr. Bovell: He does obey the law. You
are making at sweeping charge.

Mr. TONKIN: That is what the honour-
able member thinks. If the Minister for
Mines obeys the law it would not be diffi-
cult for him to answer questions. However.
he pleads that he cannot answer questions
because the matter Is sub indice; and when
the matter is no longer sub fudice there Is
no reason why he should not be able to
answer questions.

Mr. Boyd]l: I have not heard any com-
plaints about former Ministers for Mines.

Mr. TONKIN: What has that to do with
what I am talking about?

Mr. Bovell: He has acted as they have
acted.

Mr. Moir: For the Information of the
Minister. I could express strong opinions
about recent happenings.

Mr. TONKIN: I am dealing with the
question of claim 90 at Whim Creek and
Mans Cupri. I told the House some time
ago that the Minister had, by administra-
tive act, given to the firm of Lohnnann,
Tindal & Guthrie a decision they failed
to get in the warden's court.

Mr. Outhrie: He did not give any de-
cision to Lohrinann, Tindal and Guthrie
at all.

Mr. TONKIN: Oh yes he did!
Mr. Guthrie; Well, whom did he give it

to?
Mr. TONKIN: The firm that acted on

behalf of Hancock. It is no good the mem-
ber for Subiaco going on with that non-
sense, because his firm was the one which
represented the client who has been
granted Mons Cupri.

Mr. Bovell: Who are you representing?
Mr. TONKIN: I represent the people of

Western Australia. who have no oppor-
tunity of knowing that the Government
is not obeying the law, and the Ministers
are being recreant to their oath. There-
fore, It is my duty and responsibility to
point it out, as I will continue to do,
wherever and whenever it occurs. If the
Government were acting in accordance
with the law and could stand up to its de-
cisions, why would not the Minister answer
the questions? They were couched in
temperate language.

It was information which, as a repre-
sentative of the people, I was entitled to
have: but the Minister still declined to
supply it. Not only is that an affront to
me. but also it is an affront to Parlia-
ment. If the questions had been discour-
teous and were meant to be deliberately
so. the Minister would have been Justified
in saying, "I am not going to answer the
questions"; but he would not answer them
because he knew that if he did he would
be in trouble.

It was easy to dodge them at first by
saying the matter was sub juice when it
was not. It was not sub ludice when he
refused to answer the questions, but it was
sub ludice. according to him, because he
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had not made his decision and so we had
to put up with that; but subsequently,
when the questions were asked again, they
were not answered. This is no reply-

The departmental file relating to the
application for Mineral Claim 292.
West Pilbara area, on the 21/8/62. at
the request of the honourable mem-
ber was laid upon the Table of the
House. Much of the information now
requested was on the file.

Now, suppose I agree that much of it was.
I say some of it was. But suppose I agree
that much of it was? All of it was not.

Mr. Bovell: What foundation have you
for making that statement?

Mr. TONKIN: Foundation for saying
what?

Mr. Bovell: That all of it was not.
Mr. TONKIN: Because the ivnister

would have said so if it had been.
Mr. Bovell: He did say so.
Mr. TONKIN: Oh no he did not! That

is where the Minister puts his foot in it!
What he said was this: Much of the in-
formation now requested was on the file.
Those are the Minister's words. The Min-
ister for Lands Is not going to tell me that
if all the information was on the file the
Minister for Mines would have told him
to say much of it was on the file. I dis-
pute that much of it was on the file. I
agree that some of it was. But let us
assume that much of it was. It was not
all there. I was entitled to the informa-
tion which was not on the file, but no
attempt was made to supply it for the
obvious reason that it would have put the
Minister in trouble if he had tried to
answer the question. The warden had
decided that Hancock's objection was dis-
missed with costs, and I asked the ques-
tion-

Was that decision reversed? If so,
were the costs going to be paid?

But I got no answer.
Now, of course, every man to his own

behaviour. But if I had been In the
position of the Minister for Lands, repre-
senting the Minister for Mines, I would
have refused to come to this Chamber and
make those answers. I would have Maid
to my colleague, "You answer the question.
I do not care what answer you put up;
but you answer the question if I am to
supply the answers in the Assembly.'
That would have been my attitude.

But the Minister comes here and he is
content to put up a reply like that, which
leaves a large number of questions
unanswered. I would like to know how
members on the other side of the Chamber
would feel if they were over here and asked
sensible legitimate questions and were told
by the Minister that he was not going to
supply any answers. How would they feel
about that? I say it Is an aff ront to
Parliament.

Mr. Novell: You must admit that your
questions were similar to a cross-examina-
tion.

Mr. TONKIN: They were all questions
I was entitled to ask because I was
entitled to the information.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: When you were
minister for Education I asked you a ques-
tion, and You made me wait for about three
months.

Mr. TONKIN: What was the question?
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It was on women's

service guilds.
Mr. TONKCIN: When did you ask it? It

is so easy for the Minister to throw in
an interjection like that which has no
relevance to the matter under discussion.
and when he is asked to substantiate what
be says he cannot do it. I deny it! Now
the ball is in the Minister's court. That
is the technique over there, all right.

Mr. floss Hutehinson: You deny it?
Mr. TONKIN: Yes, I deny it; now the

ball is In the Minister's court.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I am telling You-
Mr. TONKCIN: No; the Minister is not.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I will tell you if

you give me an opportunity.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):

Order! The honourable member will ad-
dress the Chair.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I am sorry, Mr.
Chairman.

Mr. TONKIN: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. I did not invite the Minister to In-
terject. These questions, to which I was
entitled to get the answers, were-

If Warden Malley did report to
the Minister as set out in the previous
question-

(a) was the report in writing;
(b) If the report Is in writing, will

a copy thereof be made avail-
able to the House;

(c) if the report is not in writing,
what were its terms;

(d) If the report is not in writing.
when, where, and in whose pre-
sence was it made?

Mr. Bovell: A cross-examination, as put
before a court.

Mr. TONKIN: What if it were?
Mr. novell: It is a cross-examination in

legal phraseology. Are those your ques-
tions?

Mr. TONKIN: There is nothing in Stand-
Ing Orders stating what type of phrase-
ology a member is entitled to use.

Mr. Bovell: It is not your phraseology.
I should know after sitting here for years
and years and years listening to you.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes?
Mr. Bovell: Well, admit it or deny It!
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The CHAIRMAN (Mr. T. W. Manning):
Order! I think the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition had better continue.

Mr. TONKIN: I asked to know the name
of the person who had advised the Minis-
ter, because the Minister said previously
hie had been advised. I asked to be given
the name of the officer who advised him.
There was no answer to that question.
Now we get a situation where the warden
decided that Hancock's objection was dis-
missed with costs. I do not know, but I
am entitled to know whether the decision
or the warden that Hancock had to pay
the costs has been set aside and whether
Hancock is expected to pay the costs. I
say here and now that if that has been
set aside the Minister has done it without
power and authority. The warden de-
termined that that was dismissed with costs
against Hancock.

If Hancock had not to pay those costs
-and I do not know whether he has or
not because the Minister refused to reply
-and he has been relieved of the obliga-
tion to pay them, it has been done without
legal authority by the Minister-arbitrarly,
and contrary to the law. Furthermore.
when the warden determined that he would
grant mineral claim 292, subject to
the excision of the prospecting area, he
was not concerned then with the existence
of claim 90, because he said it was impos-
sible to define it: and therefore, so far
as the warden's decision was concerned,
claim 90 was not in existence. Now the
Minister has brought it into existence. He
has given it existence, because he ordered
a survey to be taken, and the remarkable
thing about it is that he has told Hancock
that claim 90 is a different claim to what
Hancock said it was.

Hancock claimed some other area; but
the Minister said, "No; it is claim 90. 1
say so." I say so! r asked some pertinent
questions about claim 90, as follows-

Were the provisions of the regulations
made under the Mining Act, 1904-
1957. complied 'with when the appli-
cation for it was made?

The answer is "No". But the Minister did
not give it.

Mr. Bovell: Well, what did you ask it
for?

Mr. TONKIN: Because I wanted it from
the Minister as it would have shown that
the decision he made was unlawful. The
Minister knows, and the Government
knows, that when Hancock made appli-
cation for this claim he signed a declara-
tion which was untrue. I did not have
to prove that; the member for Subiaco
proved It. He said Hancock signed on the
dotted line, because the document had been
prepared for him by an officer of the Mines
flepartment. Hancock said things in his
solemn declaration that were not true, and
on the basis of that declaration he was
granted claim 90. Now, as the declaration
was at fault, two things should happen.

Hancock should be prosecuted, and he
should be deprived of claim 90. But in-
stead of that, he Is being given claim 90
when the warden said he could not de-
fine its boundaries; and, of course, there
will be no Prosecution.

Now is that a case of observing the law
or not? For that the Government has to
take full responsibility. There is a clear
case of a sworn declaration being untrue
and, on the basis of the untrue declara-
tion, the application for claim 90 was
granted. Under any circumstances, that
ought to be sufficient to deprive Hancock
of the claim. But the Minister goes out
of his way to override the decision of the
Warden's Court and brings into existence
claim 90.

Mr. Bovell: Which he was quite entitled
to do.

Mr. TONKIN: That would be breaking
the law.

Mr. Bovell: Is it breaking the law?
Mr. TONKIN: Is a person not breaking

the law when he gives something on a
false declaration?

Mr. Bovell: I have Maid over and over
again that the Minister for Mines had
adhered to the law.

Mr. TONKIN: It is easy for the Minister
to say that, but it was not so easy for
him to answer the questions I asked.

Mr. Bovell: I am saying this.
Mr. TONKIN: If the Minister can make

that assertion he could have answered the
questions. I asked: What section of the
Mining Act vests In the Minister the power
to override the warden's decision? The
Minister for Lands says that the Minister
for mines was acting in accordance with
the law. If he was, it would be easy for
him to point out the part of the law
which gives him that power.

When I asked for the section of the
Act which gave the Minister that power,
the Minister for Lands would not answer
the question, for the very good reason
that he could not. But that does not
leave any room for the assertion that the
law is being observed. r asked further-

What section of the Mining Act
vests in him the power to do so?

But there was no reply. I asked further-
Was Depuch Shipping and Mining

Co. Pty. Ltd. given the opportunity of
appearing before the Minister to sup-
port the warden's decision; if not, why
not?

Of course, the company was not given the
opportunity! I further asked-

Upon what grounds was the decision
of the warden set aside and/or re-
versed?

There was no answer to any of those ques-
tions. The Minister merely said the in-
formation sought by me could be obtained
from the file which was tabled.
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The information cannot be obtained by
an ordinary member from anywhere, except
from a statement by the Minister or the
department. But the Minister declines to
furnish the answers, for the very obvious
reason that if he did he would be In
trouble straightaway. So to avoid supply-
ing the information which would show that
the charge against him was proved he de-
clined to answer. The Minister then has
to stand guilty of the charge alleged
against him.

If anyone examines this matter he will
find that the statements I made when I
asked for an inquiry have been borne out
by subsequent events. Here was a case
where the Minister went out of his way to
give to a man who had made a false dec-
laration a mineral claim which the warden
said could not be defined, and which takes
in part of the area which the warden had
allotted to someone else. The Minister for
Lands says that was all done lawfully.

Mr. Bevel!: That is my opinion, and I
am entitled to it.

Mr. TONKCIN: I ask members to con-
trast that attitude with the manner in
which the Minister acted in the case of
Henderson. This person did not make a
false declaration; he worked his claim. It
is true he made an error in description,
but it was not a serious error and it did
not Inconvenience anyone: but his action
enabled a claim jumper to jump the claim.
When the warden had the case before him
he decided against Henderson, and the
Minister upheld that decision. I make no
complaint about that decision, but I think
it was a bit tough on Henderson. He was
in error and technically he lost the claim,
because the responsibility was on him to
describe the claim properly.

Mr. Bovell: You started this session on
the same trend and you have been going
ever since. You will finish the session on
it.

Mr. TONKCIN: The Minister should not
run away with the idea that I am finish-
Ing on this. What he has to say has noth-
ing to do with the argument.

Mr. Bovell: Yes it has, because no-one
is taking any notice of you other than
myself.

Mr. TONKCIN: That may be the opinion
of the Minister.

Mr. Bovell: It Is.
Mr. TONKCIN: An opinion which cannot

be substantiated.
Mr. Rovell: Why have we not been

flooded with letters of complaint? Why
has not the Government been charged with
malpractice?

Mr. TONKCIN: I can answer that. One
reason is that the Government has ample
protection from the newspapers.

Mr. Bovell: Utter rubbish!

f1041

Mr. TONKCIN; The Minister should not
run away with the idea that no letters
of complaint have been received.

Mr. Hovell: If there have been. no doubt
they were inspired.

Mr. Jamieson: If a Labor Minister did
what the present Minister for Mines has
done the newspapers would not have
allowed him to rest.

Mr. TONKIN: I have received many
letters regarding this matter from people
in various parts of the State, saying that
it was time the position was shown up.
They have congratulated mec on the stand
I have taken.

Mr. Bovell: Who are they?
Mr. TONKIN: People from various parts

of the State.
Mr. Bovell: Why have they

approached me as the Minister in
House 'representing the Minister
Mines?

not
this
for

Mr. TONKIN: Why should they
approach the Minister for Lands?

Mr. Bovell: I represent the Minister for
Mines.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister misrepre-
sents him. If people had a complaint
about this matter they would not send the
complaint to the Minister for Lands. Very
few People outside Parliament know that
the Minister for Lands represents the Min-
ister for Mines in this House. What a
stupid argument for the Minister to put
up!

Mr. Bovell: You were going to win the
Bunbury by-election on this question.

Mr'. TONKIN: That is another opinion
of the Minister which cannot be substan-
tiated.

Mr. Bovell: That was the reason why
You moved the motion in the first place.

Mr. TONKIN: Another opinion without
substantiation. The Minister can do a
lot of guessing.

Mr. Bovell: I am not guessing.
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister has no Proof

or evidence. Eveny time he is asked to
answer a question which would provide
the evidence, the matter becomes sub
judice. He claims that the information is
contained in the file which has been tabled.
The Minister runs away when he gets a
few curly questions. He runs away and
refuses to supply the answers. Then when
he is in trouble he becomes personal.

Mr. Bovell: I am not running away from
anything.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister is.
Mr. Bovell: I have nothing to run away

from.
Mr. TONKIN: Why should the Minister

not answer the questions? If that is not
running away, I do not know what Is.

Mr. Hovel!: You would be the last Person
I would run away from.
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Mr. TONKIN: Why not answer the
questions? The attitude of the Minister
gives us an indication what the officers
in the Lands Department have to put up
with. The Minister refused to answer my
questions on the ground that they 'were
sub judice when they were not, because
the matter was not before the court at
that time. Of course he was able to get
away with that, and any subterfuge is good
enough for him if he has the numbers in
this Rouse. When the Minister makes a
decision to refuse to answer he bases the
decision on the ground that the file has
been tabled. That is how far one can
get in trying to find out precisely what
occurred in connection with this mineral
claim.

The Government refused an inquiry,
then pleaded that the matter was sub
judiee and held up discussion. Then,. when
there is no longer any argument the Min-
ister point blank refuses to answer the
questions. Hie asserts that everything is
all right, and he uses the argument in
support of his action that no complaint
from outside has been received by him.
The Minister knows full well that if the
matter had been properly and fully re-
ported in the newspapers there would have
been quite a row, as indeed there should
be. Here is an instance where the Mini-
ister knows full well that he has exceeded
his authority.

Mr. Bovell: Why would the newspaper
protect an injustice?

Mr. TONKIN: I wonder why! I wonder
why The West Australian wants to see a
Liberal Government in office! That never
occurred to me before!

Mr. Bove]]: Why?
Mr. TONKIN: It is a most difficult

question to answer.
Mr. Bovell: Let us know and we will all

know.
Mr. O'Connor: Probably because it is the

best Government for this State.
Mr. Jamieson: The prize idiot is back

again.
Mr. TONKIN.' The people of Western

Australia have preferred a Labor Govern-
ment. for a greater period than they pre-
ferred an anti-Labor Government, but
never once and not in a single election
has that newspaper advocated the return
of a Labor Government.

Mr. Bovell: It has shown very good
judgment.

Mr. TONKIN: If The West Australian
was a good Judge then the people were
bad judges; but the people preferred Labor
Governments for a longer period than
anti-Labor Governments. The Minister
can work that out.

Mr. Bovell: I do not know the people
have.

Mr. Moir: The Minister for Landis
should go back to sleep because he is only
getting into trouble.

Mr. Bovell: If that is all the trouble I
am getting into I welcome trouble.

Mr. TONIN: Parliament should take
action on this matter and not permit the
Minister to dodge questions asked in this
House by refusing to answer them. If the
questions were not allowed by the Speaker
because they contravened the Standing
Orders, or if the questions were improper,
I would not blame the Minister for refus-
ing to answer.

If Ministers refuse to answer questions
to withhold information from members of
Parliament and adopt that as a wholesale
practice, there will soon be an uproar,
because there is a limit to what members
will stand. Ministers of the Crown should
not lose sight of the fact that members
of Parliament here represent their con-
stituents, to whom the members are
responsible for their conduct. Whten
members ask questions they do so in the
capacity of representatives of the people,
and they are entitled to receive answers.

it is all right for the Minister to shrug
his shoulders. He says he does not mind
getting into trouble; but what has that
to do with his refusal to answer ques-
tions? If that is to be the general prac-
tice the whole place will be reduced to a
shambles. Imagine every Minister reply-
ing, "I am not going to answer the ques-
tion." if that were done generally some-
thing would soon happen. The fact that
the Minister refused to answer the ques-
tions is proof of his guilt and is an Indi-
cation of his inability to answer the ques-
tions without incriminating himself.

Mr. Grayden: A lot of them should not
have been asked.

Mr. TONKIN: That is the opinion of
the member for South Perth who, of
course, does not know what he is talking
about.

Mr. Grayden: You read the questions
then.

Mr. TONKIN: So I complain firstly
about the attitude of the Minister in try-
ing to baulk discussion earlier and then
refusing subsequently to answer the ques-
tions. The remarkable thing about this is
that the Minister himself dealt with the
subject whilst it was before the court and
his remarks were published in the news-
paper. Then when I sought to speak on
the same subject I was ruled out of order
by the Speaker on the ground that it was
sub judice. That is pretty fair treatment,
isn't it!

It was not sub judice for the Minister
in another place. He could explain his
side of the question and have his remarks
published; but when I wanted to rebut
those remarks, my mouth was closed.
Then the Minister talks about no outcry
from outside. No wonder! If we had a
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fair crack of the whip, there is no doubt
what the result of this would be. This
action would not stand up to inquiry.
Make no mistake about that!

Mr. Grayden: There is absolutely no
basis for an inquiry.

Mr. TONKIN: It would not stand up to
an inquiry because there is no power any-
where in the Act or the regulations for
the Minister to take the action he did In
connection with this matter. Of course,
it will not end here. This is one of those
things where time will tell and the ulti-
mate result will be known, I would say,
within the next two years. In the mean-
time, we have to accept the situation as
it is; but I do not do so without protest.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) (11.17 pinil:
I desire to make a comment on a matter
under the control of the Minister for Jus-
tice. Before the last election, when the
redistribution of seats took place, all mem-
bers were forwarded a couple of rolls In
order that they might check them and ad-
vise the department of any corrections
which they thought were necessary. I
looked through the roll and advised the
department of a number of corrections, one
being the fact that the district name of
Beeloo was still being maintained In the
roll when, in actual fact, no such district
existed. According to the Chief Electoral
Officer-he was the one named as being
the authority for the Information-there is
only a small number of people on the roll
for the district named Beeloo.

While there has been a certain amount
of crossfire tonight, I have gone about an
eighth of the way through the roll and I
have found that there are 40 names al-
ready still listed as Beeloo. I do not know
what is meant by a small number. There
is a considerable number.

It is strange that this situation still
exists despite the fact that the attention
of the department was drawn to it. It is
true that at the time there was an Acting
Chief Electoral Officer and he was not at
all happy about a correction being made.
His contention was that it was not pos-
sible to alter the information supplied on
a claim card. That does not hold water
either because when Railway Street In Can-
nington was changed to Treasury Road
and when Railway Parade was changed
to Seven Oaks Street. the alterations were
accordingly made on the roll without re-
ference to the electors. That is as the situa-
tion should be. because it Is not the electors'
fault that the name of the street is
changed; and, likewise, it is not the electors'
fault that the name of the district is
changed. The situation is just too stupid.

To take a couple of names at random
from the roll I quote the following:-

Cross, Dorothy, 50 Bungaree Road,
Beeloo.

Cross. Edward Robert, 50 Bungaree
Road, Eeeioo.

What is the use if the enrolment Is in-
correct? Because the Government has
made it incorrect, surely it is up to the
Government to correct it. it changed the
name of the district so it should be re-
sponsible for altering it on the roll. The
Minister representing the Minister for
Justice certainly had a hand in the change
of the name, and he should also have had
a hand in ensuring that the correction is
made on the roll.

As at matter of fact, it is just too silly
for the department to say that there are
only a few of these enrolments when th:ere
are at least 150. Therefore I would like
the Minister to refer that matter again
to his officers. I hope that when he does
so he is not wiped off as I was when I drew
attention to the matter before the roll was
printed.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) rll.22
p~m.]: I have listened with some amuse-
ment during this session to members stat-
ing that hotels should be open all day on
a Sunday because people should be able
to obtain a drink in Perth on that day.
Others, of course, stated that the hoteis
in the metropolitan area should be open
at least for the same hours as they are
permitted to be open in the country.

What members have failed to realise is.
of course, that it is possible for anyone
in the metropolitan area to obtain a drink
on Sunday without belonging to any club.
All anyone has to do is to go to the bar
at the Perth Airport. Since that bar has
been established, several people have com-
plained to me about the amount of teen-
age drinking that is engaged in out there.
particularly on Saturday and Sunday
af ternoons.

A fortnight ago I made it my business
to call at the bar on a Sunday afternoon;
and when I did so I found no fewer than
eight young persons-both male and
female, obviousiy under the age of 21-
being served with beer. I sat at a bar with
a witness and watched this procedure for
some quarter of an hour or so. I rea-lised
then that the complaints that had been
made to me were justified and that anyone
at any time could get a drink at the Perth
Airport.

Another member of this Chamber at-
tended a ceremony last Sunday at the air-
port and what he saw confirmed what I
have just said. There were teenagers in
shorts, and the usual summer dress drink-
ing and enjoying the beer that was
obviously provided without question.

On Tuesday, the 6th November, I asked
a question of the Minister representing
the Minister for Justice, which reads as
follows:-

Is the bar at Perth Airport subject
to the provisions of the State Licens-
ing Act?
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The answer was--
No. Since the coming into opera-

tion of the Federal Airports (Business
Concessions) Act, 1959, the State
Licensing laws do not apply to the sale
and supply of liquor on the airport.

I do not know the powers under the licens-
ing law in regard to teenage drinking at
the airport. However, although I have
nothing against the bar being provided at
the airport, I feel that it should be made
to comply with the provisions of our licens-
ing laws the same as the hotels in respect
of under-age drinking. The fact that it
has been quickly pounced upon by teen-
agers as a Place to obtain a drink is further
evidence that the matter needs attention
and I hope the Minister will take it in
hand. I notice that the Minister is talking
to the Minister for Police; perhaps it comes
under his jurisdiction.

Mr. Bovell: Half and half.
Mr. DAVIES: I do not mind which Min-

ister tackles the problem as long as some-
thing is done. This is one of the gateways
to the State, and if teenagers are allowed
to drink at that bar it will not give a very
good impression to those passengers who
arrive by plane. Perhaps the licensee of
the bar has the power under the Common-
wealth laws to serve liquor under these
circumstances: and if that is so It is neces-
sary that the Minister make representa-
tions to the Commonwealth to have the
position rectified.

The bar is obviously doing a very good
trade. It was doing a roaring trade at
6 o'clock on the Sunday I was there and
at is. 6d. a glass It would make a good
profit. The bar is pleasant and set in
attractive surroundings, and I have no
quarrel with its actual establishment, only
in respect of the matter I have raised.

M R. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [11.26 p.m.]: on behalf of the
Minister in another place. I want to state
that the matters referred to will be studied
by him.

The member for Boulder-Eyre referred
to diamond drilling and I will certainly
request that the Minister for Mines give
careful consideration to the honourable
member's submissions.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
took the opportunity of referring to a mat-
ter in connection with claim 90 in which
the Depuch Company has been involved.
I consider that the Minister for Mnes.
through me, has answered fairly the ques-
tions put to him. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has been, in his usual way,
most tenacious, and I do not quarrel with
him on that score. 'However, I maintain
that the Minister for Mines conscientiously
dealt with the position, and he believes he
has done so in accordance with the law
and his authority as Minister. The De-
puty Leader of the Opposition has made
some serious charges, I think; and as far

as I am concerned I say that they have
no foundation whatever. The Minister
f or Mines will have the opportunity in due
course of studying the HansrdGT report of
the comments of the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
challenged the Minister regarding the
Governments that have been in offce.
Perhaps he might argue the point that
when responsible Government commenced
in Western Australia in 1890 there was no
Australian Labor Party. However, I do
not think that anyone in his wildest
imagination could accuse Lord Forrest, or
Sir John Forrest as he was then-and he
led a Government for 10 years 1 month
and 4 days until Federation--of having
the political beliefs which I hold.

Mr. Tonkin: But you had a start by the
time we were in the race.

Mr. BOVELL: The Labor Party should
have been in the race earlier; it gave it-
self a handicap. For the record purposes
I think I should read out the list of Pre-
miers in this State and their periods of
service. They are as follows:-

St. Ron. Sir John VogestYer nhqDY

(afterwards lord)......10 1 $
Hon. George Throssel] 3 12
lion. George LAke-

let................5 24
2nd A 7

Hon. A. B. Morgan............ 2
Han. Sir W. H, James% 2 1 9'
Hon. Henry Daglish.......I ill
Ton. Sir C. N. Rason 3211

Hon. Sir X. S.J Moore 4 4 0'
Hon. Frank Wilson-

2nd..............1
Hon. John Scaddan 4 9 20
Bon. Sir It. B. lefroy 1 9
Ron. Sir H., P. ColebatCh.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell-

1st...... 4 TO 2.
2nd

Hon. P. Colier-
let...........I
2nd...............

]Ion. 3. 0. Wli~ok....... I '
lion. F. J. S. Wige....... 8
Hon. Sir Roes ]WrIarty . 10 2
Hon. A. R, 0, H~awlce 0J 1 10
Hon. D. Brand.........From the 2nd April, 1599

Mr. Moir: Would the Minister mind
reading out the list of members during
that period?

Mr. BOVELL: I think the latenes~z of
the hour will preclude me from doing that.
You have been very tolerant, Mr. Deputy
Chairman (Mr. Crommelin) and it was
only in reply to a question that I1 thoiwht
I would place the matter on record. Includ-
ing the time of Sir John Forrest I think it
is, in round figures. 41 years as against 31
years.

Mr. Tonkin: What about taking the list
over the last 50 years. It would be a dif-
ferent picture altogether.

Mr. Court: It all depends on what side
you put Jack Scaddan.

Mr. Tonkin: We had to be in the race,
you know.
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Mr. BOVELL: I think the matter raised
by the member for Victoria Park could
have been more appropriately raised on
the Police Estimates. However, the Com-
monwealth has certain powers over the
land and buildings under their jurisdic-
tion; but, as far as the police are con-
erned, I believe the State has a respon-
sibility. I did mention the matter to my
colleague, the Minister for Police, and I
know he will have a look at the position.

Votes put and Passed.

Vote: The Rural and Industries Bank,
£5-

MRt. MITCHELL (Stirling) [11.35
Pm.]: I would like to make a few com-
ments on one particular section of these
Estimates--the section dealing with the
war service land settlement scheme, which
I notice is dealt with under the general
heading of this portion of the Estimates.

Perhaps I should not weary the House
at this late stage, but as so much of my
electorate is made up of war service land
settlers and their dependants I think it is
my duty to place on record a few of my
thoughts on this matter. At the outset
I want to say that I am disappointed In
some of the actions of the State section
of this administration, and I can say quite
frankly I am disgusted with some of the
actions of Commonwealth officers. There
are one or two details which I will give
later on to draw members' attention to
that aspect.

I would like also to make the Point that
I do not wish the Opposition to take any
satisfaction from the remarks that I in-
tend to make, even if they are against the
administration of this Government; be-
cause I believe much of the trouble has
developed from the early days of land
settlement, and during a good deal of that
time this scheme was under the control of
a Labor Government.

In my speech on the Address-in-Reply
I made mention of the fact that I regretted
the Act did not permit valuations to be
Placed on properties at the time they were
occupied, or at the end of the assistance
Period. I have had a look through the
regulations, and whilst no doubt officials
would still say that that does apply, I think
if I could draw members' attention to a
couple of regulations they might agree
with me that even if the Act does not per-
mit it the regulations not only permit it,
but do, in fact, envisage that valuations
will be put on properties as the holdings
are completed. The first regulation deal-
ing with development and valuations says
that-

1. The State will provide and sub-
divide the land comprised in an ap-
proved project and undertake the
planned works to a stage where hold-
ings can be brought into production
by settlers within a reasonable time . ..

I think it is envisaged there that the whole
of this work was not to be done by the
Government, but the project was to be
brought to the stage where the settlers
themselves could bring the properties into
production. The second portion of the
regulations states--

2. When the planned works in-
volved in any holding forming part of
the project have been substantially
completed-

that is the stage where the settler can
bring the property into production-

a valuation of the holding shall be
made in consultation by officers ap-
pointed by the Commonwealth and
the State for that purpose.

It does not say anything there about the
fact that the project shall be completed
first. It says that the valuations shall be
made upon completion of the holding, but
not on the completion of the project.

It has been said that valuations cannot
be placed on any individual holding until
the project itself is completed. But if the
valuations were put on the holdings as
each one was completed, at the end of the
project time the total valuations of the
holdings would be taken into account and
that would be subtracted from the total
valuation of the project. This Government
pays two-fifths and the Commonwealth
pays three-fifths of the difference.

Had we desired to do so valuations could
have been placed on the holdings as they
were completed, and the valuations would
be on the basis of the productive capacity
at the time the valuations were placed on
them. I believe that is one of the major
causes of complaint in the war service land
settlement scheme-that the People oc-
cupying these holdings have not been given
the opportunity to do a. considerable por-
tion of the work involved themselves and
thereby earn an equity in their properties
earlier than has been the case by their
having to wait for a period of something
like 10 years, as has happened In regard
to many of the valuations.

I think the two regulations I read out
clearly show that It was never intended
that the Government should complete the
whole of the work, and that it should have
been left to the settlers to do some of the
work, thereby earning an equity much
earlier than they have been able to do.

It might be argued that there was no
advantage in valuing the properties earlier,
but to my mind the only true valuation
that could be placed on a property was
the productive capacity at that time.
When we consider that many of these
properties were occupied at the stage where
they were carrying 300 or 400 sheep, had
the valuations taken into account the pro-
ductive capacity at that time it is quite
easy to see that the settlers would have
received a much lower rental account than
they have at present: their valuations
would have been much lower; and they
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have been given the opportunity to
up an equity in their properties
sooner than they have been able to
it up under the present system.

One of my main alms in bringing this
matter forward tonight is to try to get
over some of the difficulties that I believe
have arisen because of the overriding
power of the Commonwealth and its
officials i the matter of war service land
settlement. When anything is asked for
it is generally said that the State can Co
nothing because the Commonwealth is in
complete control. As I see it the regulations
say that the State shall administer the
scheme on behalf of the Commonwealth;
and I believe that gives the State some
rights in the management of this project.

To make my point I want to draw par-
ticular attention to one event which oc-
curred recently in the war service land
settlement scheme in this State. In the
Perrillup area, which Is situated some 30
miles north-west of Mt. Barker, there
are about 20 settlers; and they, like many
others in that particular area, decided that
the properties in their project were not
sufficiently large to enable them to make
a reasonable living. The Act specifically
states that the holdings shall be of such
a size that they will be an economic Pro-
position to conduct.

As one who advised the different officers
who inspected that area in the early stages,
perhaps I had as much as anyone to do
with the fact that it was decided the Pro-
perties would comprise approximately 600
acres of cleared land. However, after aL
time we realised that we had made a mis-
take in thinking that a Property of 600
acres of cleared land was an economic Pro-
position. Due to the increased cost of
production, and the narrowing of the
margin between the cost of produc-
tion and the sale of produce, we
came to realise that a larger area was re-
quired to make these properties an eco-
nonmic proposition. That applies to a good
deal of the country on the south coast.

One would have thought that having
made a mistake the land settlement auth-
orities, like anyone else, would want to
correct the mistake. Here was a definite
case wvhere there was no desire on the part
of the Commonwealth, at any rate, to
correct a mistake: and, In fact, its officers
refused to do so.

One of the properties occupied by these
20 settlers, was declared to be substandard.
it was a peculiar fact that after it had
been vacant for 12 months there wrs
quite a considerable amount of grass
on this property, and yet ait the end of
12 months it suddenly became a substan-
dard property. This rather points to the
fact that some of the officials--I do not
quite know which-were not quite sure,
and did not know whether a property was
standard or substandard.

From three of the other properties in
this area settlers were allowed to transfer
to properties in a different district, to give
them a larger area of land. That left 18
properties of approximately 600 acres-
plus, each of cleared land. The 18 settlers
in question petitioned the Minister and
the War Service Land Settlement Board,
and sent a copy of the Petitlon to me.
asking me to intercede on their behalf to
endeavour to get the tour vacant pro-
perties split into sufficient areas, and dis-
tributed among the remaining 16 settlers.

The Minister, I would say, was very
sympathetic towards the project, as was
the chairman of the War Service Land
Settlement Board. It was submitted to
the Commonwealth as a reasonable and
sensible proposition. It is to be understood
that the settlers themselves had areed to
accept the increased rental that was to
be placed on their properties, while know-
ing that their overhead expenses would
not be increased to any great extent, but
that they would have, with the payment
of £130 each, an extra 200 acres of cleared
land. So it would not have cost anyone
anything so far as the actual value of
these Properties was concerned.

This was submitted to the Common-
wealth as a reasonable proposition; and
the Commonwealth Director-who I be-
ieve has been a thorn in the side of the
State administration-paid a visit to the
district: and my information from one of
the settlers is that he took a spade with
him and dug a couple of holes on one of
the properties and said, "This land is all
right: you do not want any more." AUi
the holes were dug on that property 20
Years ago when the allocation was made.
I suggest that the gentleman from the
Commonwealth did not know what he was
digging for; and he would not have found
what hie was digging for had he dug all
over that property.

He inspected the stock which were out
at agistment on another farm that had
been vacated, and remarked that they
!ooked awfully poor, and that they had
better be kept there for another month.
There was not one settler who had carried
sufficient stock throughout the season to
meet his commitments, without having to
purchase outside fodder, or take advan-
tage of agistment on one of the vacant
properties. Yet the Commonwealth official
comes here, overrides the Minister and the
department of this State, and says the
transfer is not necessary.

The point is that the Federal Minister
Aatcs that these prcpsrties are in the
bands of the State to dispose of. The State
naturally feels that the Commonwealth
official has already said that it cannot
dispose of the properties in the manner
in which the State desires. I feel that as
a Parliament we must do something to
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support the State Officals in their efforts
to get the Commonwealth to take a rea-
sonable and sensible view of this matter.

I know that the Commonwealth is find-
ing the greater part of the money for this
scheme: but surely as a State we have
some rights in the matter! It was said
that this would create a precedent; but
that precedent had already been created
in the splitting of a property in the Rocky
Gully area where only two other properties
were involved. Those two other properties
received 200 acres each. Three properties
in the Denbarker area which were con-
sidered to be substandard, were split into
two, to give those two settlers 900 acres,
or approximately that much, cleared land.

Here was a case where a precedent was
established. But in the Perrillup area, de-
spite the sympathy of the Minister here,
and the support of the chairman of the
War Service Land Settlement Board, and
despite the desire of the settlers con-
cerned, the Commonwealth simply over-
rode the decision, and nothing could be
done about it. As a Parliament we should
have some firm thoughts on this matter
of being overridden by Commonwealth
officials.

I would say that one of the most hated
phrases I have heard used so often in this
House since I have been a member, is that
we are a claimant State. I admit that as
a State we have certain disabilities, but
surely we are partners in a great Com-
monwealth: and because nature has given
us a greater proportion of this Common-
wealth to develop than it has given to any
other State, and because of our greater
responsibilities, surely we must not be
looked on as a claimant State, but as a
partner in this great Commonwealth of
ours. We have certain disabilities, and
we should receive full support from the
Commonwealth.

Because we use that phrase so often I
believe that many Commonwealth officials
-I wvill not include the Commonwealth
members of Parliament-look upon us in
the nature of beggars, to do with as they
please. So I make a strong protest on
this matter concerning the Commonwealth.
The Minister no doubt will give certain
facts if he wishes to do so:, but I know
the case to which I have referred did
exist. The settlers were very disappointed
they were not given the opportunity to
correct a mistake which occurred when
the State was developed.

if time permitted there are many things
that I would like to mention which would
indicate a certain lack of consideration
on the part of the State administration.
in a scheme as large as the one we hare
in this State, dealing as it does with such
aq variety of settlers, it is evident that some
mistakes must occur. But it is distressing
to the settlers, and the individuals con-
cerncd who suffer as a result of the mis-
takes made by the department.

There is a case to which I would like
to refer briefly, which will indicate bow
badly things are arranged; and how diffi-
cult it is to see why the department could
not have made full investigation before
it took the action it did. A man on a
South Stirling property was carrying 1,100
sheep. It was a property-and everybody
who knows it has told me this-that had
800 acres of some of the best land, and
200 acres of sand country. He could cut
all the hay he wanted, and he felt very
happy indeed. He was informed, however,
that he could not receive any more assist-
ance on that Property because It was con-
sidered substandard.

Mr. Tonkin: It would be the State Gov-
ermnent that would make a decision like
that.

Mr. MITCHELL: It was the field officers
in the area.

Mr. Tonkin: The State Government
must take the responsibility for that.

Mr. MITCHELL: No; it is the officials of
the land settlement department.

Mr. Tonkin: Do not run away from it;
they are employed by the State Govern-
ment.

Mr. MITCHELL: it may be a matter for
the State Government, but surely one can-
not expect it to be responsible for every
individual it employs. The officials of the
department made the suggestion that the
property was substandard, and the man in
question was transferred to the Denbarker
area, and at no time did he make a re-
quest for such a transfer. When he went
to the Denbarker area this year his carry-
ing capacity in early June had been re-
duced to 500 sheep. It is difficult to
understand how a man could be trans-
ferred from a property where he was quite
happy, and which was carrying 1,100 sheep
and doing reasonably well.

He was a man of considerable age and
did not wish to be transferred, but he
could receive no further assistance for his
property, and accordingly he had no alter-
native. He was transferred to a property
which in June of this year was carrying
only 500 sheep.

Mr. Tonkin: How can you support a
Government that does that?

Mr. MITCHELL: I support it because I
know from the comments that have been
made that the settlers were much worse
off before 1958.

Mr. Tonkin: That is only dodging the
question. That does not excuse the Coy-
ermnent from what you are complaining
about.

Mr. MITCHELL: I am bringing this for-
ward because I feel I have a duty to the
settlers in the area. Early in my remarks
I said I did not wish the Opposition to
jump to the conclusion that I was criticis-
ing this Government. As a matter of fact,
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition knows
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as well as I do-or perhaps not, because of war service, went on to these Proper-
he knows nothing about land settlement-
that land settlement today is a far better
proposition than it was under the previous
Government: the Labor Government.

Mr. Tonkin: The R.S.L. does not think
so.

Mr. Rowberry: Two loyalties.
Mr. MITCHELL: As I was saying, the

man to whom I referred is now on a pro-
perty in the Denbarker area. He will
eventually come good: but what I have
said indicates a lack of consideration on
the part of the officials, which must be
checked by those in authority.

Mr. Rowberry: You mean by the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. MITCHELL: One of the problems
that will arise in land settlement is that
if the settler passes on first, the widow can
receive assistance to continue running the
property. If, however, by any chance the
man is left a widower with a family, there
is no provision in the Act for his children,
when he dies, to receive any financial
assistance from the department for the de-
velopment of the property concerned.
That Is a regulation that has existed for
a number of years: ever since it came into
force. It is regrettable that no provision
can be made for the children to take over
the property and develop it, as would be
the case if their mother were alive.

Mr. Rowberry: Which Minister controls
land settlement?

Mr. MITCHELL: The Minister for Agri-
culture. I would say that he and his offi-
cers have done a magnificent job during
the last few years in trying to straighten
out the mess into which land settlemrent
had got during the six previous years.
Though things are working out fairly satis-
factorily, there are still odd cases that re-
quire serious attention. I cannot stress
too strongly the provision which prohibits
the children of a widower from receiving
assistance to develop the farm when he
Passes on. It is regrettable that this
eventuality was not foreseen in the early
days; it is a pity it was not realised that
this problem would arise over the years.

It is quite all right to say that this
scheme was developed as a settlement or a
rehabilitation scheme for ex-servicernen,
but the point is it has also been estab-
lished as a development scheme for deve-
loping large areas of Crown lands which
have been brought into production. There-
fore. it should receive some extra con-
sideration in that regard.

It is easy to say that it was not con-
sidered a scheme to support the children
of the ex-servicernen, because It was the
first duty to establish the ex-servicemen.
But I would say that all of us who enter
into a business, or take on farming, pre-
sume that we will have a family to which
to pass on what we produce during our
lifetime. Most of these men, after years

ties; and it might be said that unless the
children have some claim to what their
father has produced, and what their father
has developed, the settlers themselves
will only, during their occupancy of the
farm, receive a certain amount of money.
which would be allowed them out of their
proceeds, and then the children, when they
leave, will have no claim to the balance.

I think that Parliament, the Minister.
and his officers, will have to give serious
consideration to taking up this matter with
the Commonwealth, to make sure the
children of settlers do receive that due
consideration to which they are entitled.

In conclusion I regret having kept the
Committee so long on this matter, but I
want to thank members for being so
patient and tolerant towards me during
this, my first session of this Parliament. It
has been a most interesting experience.
and I trust that I have not wearied mem-
bers for too long. However, I thought
that on behalf of the settlers in my area
I should make these few comments and
draw the attention of the Committee to
what I consider to be a rather unbending
attitude on the part of the Commonwealth
towards the State in regard to this particu-
lar matter, and also in regard to many
other things.

I feel the Commonwealth officials tend to
look down on us and do not give us due
regard for the tremendous amount of work
and development that this State is doing.
I would remind the Committee that per-
haps we have made a greater contribution
to the over-all development of the Eastern
States than the Eastern States have made
towards us. by reason of our trade with
them and their trade with us.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [12.3 am.]:
I wish to refer to a particular department
which comes mainly under the control of
the Commonwealth, but is administered in
this State by our Minister for Immigra-
tion who provides the liaison between the
Commonwealth and the State in this
matter. On a number of occasions I have
drawn the attention of the House to the
fact that migrants are being attracted to
this country by what might be called false
methods or false advertisements. Some
false advertisements have appeared in
United Kingdom papers and this is most
undesirable.

once a person is misled into coming: to
a country and he finds conditions are not
as they were represented, that migrant will
want to return. We saw that occur last
year. Record numbers of migrants were
returning from our shores: and that is a
bad thing. We need the migrants. We
have always desired migration, but it must
be organised in such a way that the peopkq
are not misled. They must not be encour-
aged to come here under false pretences or
be shanghaied into the country. We must



[Thursday, 15 November, 1982.) 95

remember that they have left their rela-
tions; and if they are unable to obtain
employment they endure hard times.
Therefore, the Government must be pre-
pared to take a complete hold on the situa-
tion and look after the conditions of these
people.

in The Weekly News of the 24th Febru-
ary, 1962, which circulates in the Stoke-
on-Trent district is an advertisement that
is typical of those issued by Australia
House. It is headed, "C10 Takes You To
Good Jobs In Australia." It goes on to
give a list of jobs such as fitters, turners,
machinists (first class) , electrical fitters.
boilermakers, sheet metal workers, brick-
layers, and so on. The advertisement goes
on to say-

AUSTRALIA is growing. There are
thousands of Jobs for skilled workers
"Down Under," particularly skilled
metal and electrical tradesmen.

AUSTRALIA is growing. There are
wonderful opportunities for youngsters
as well as grown-ups in a new era of
Australia's development and pros-
perity. We're sure there's a future for
you.

A 40-hour five-day week for all.
Average earnings of more than £A23
a week for men. Lower taxes.

The 40-hour five-day week for all is not
quite right, but we will let that pass. The
lower taxes may be all right-I am not in
a position to query the statement--but the
£23 average per week certainly does not
apply to this State. it may be the aver-
age for the Commonwealth, arrived at by
including income tax, and salaries of over
£50,000 per Year as we saw recently in the
paper. That would lift the average up;
but there are not many in this State who
receive £23 per week. The advertisement
goes on-

Sunshine and sport. An average 51
to 8 hours sunshine daily all the year
round.

We will pass that; but it was not so this
week. The Gamnes are soon to be on and
we have had a share of bad weather.
Continuing-

A high living standard. it is the
normal thing f or a family to own a
car. Seven out of 10 Australians own
or are buying their own homes. Most
Australians choose from three TV Pro-
grammes.

A voyage with the full status of a
Tourist Class passenger for only no0
(door-to-door) for each adult. Your
youngsters under 19 travel free-no
matter how many.

The authority for this advertisement was
the Chief Migration Officer of Australia
House. On the surface it may look harm-
less; but when people are brought to a
country under such circumstances and
after a while they find they have no
employment or something goes wrong, it

is very hard on them and they are in-
clined to want to return whence they came.
We cannot blame them for that.

With the advent of the European
Common Market one of the features of the
agreement is that there Is complete protec-
tion for all tradesmen within the common
market area. If a boilermaker in a
common market country is out of work, a
tradesman cannot be brought in from out-
side. Therefore, it gives a measure of
protection within that area. That is not
the case in Australia. If a boilermaker Is
out of work here, the People in Queens-
land do not come here looking for him;
they obtain one from overseas. So he does
not get the same protection as tradesmen
will obtain under the European Common
Market where they can be sent here, there,
and everywhere, and their superannuation
and so on continues. If we want migrants
to continue coming to this State we will
have to improve the propositions that are
put to them.

There is another matter which I have
raised with the Minister previously; and,
indeed. I have also raised it with the
Commonwealth Minister. I hope the Min-
ister in this House will take some notice
of what I have to say even at this rather
late hour. I am referring to naturalisa-
tion ceremonies in this State and how they
are being conducted. I find they are
getting into the realms of Political foot-
ball grounds. Before long we will find they
are a complete burly-burly and out of
keeping with what was anticipated when
they first started-that is, something to
the benefit of the migrant, rather than
his having to appear before a magistrate.

We have reached the stage where various
local authorities--particularly one-are
issuing studied insults to migrants by dele-
gating the person who is second in
command of the local authority to take
the administration of the oath. That is a
despicable state of affairs and It Is not
good enough. If the Lord Mayor can
administer the oath in respect of people
in the city of Perth area, as well as the
Mayor of Sublaco, and the mayors or
chairmen of shires in other parts of the
State, why should the Perth Shire Council
delegate this duty to the deputy, who
comes along on all occasions to do it?
That is a studied insult which is being
applied to migration in this State: and
the Minister should do something about
it to see that the right and proper person,
when available, administers the oath.

It was never intended by the Common-
wealth that a deputy should permanently
perform this duty: and if it was good
enough for the mayors of Kalgoorlie.
Albany, and others to do it, then It is good
enough for the head man In any of the
other districts. I hope the Minister will
make representations with a vriew to
stopping the Political activities that are
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creeping into these services in connection
with the speeches that are made by
various members in different localities.

M1R. DAVIES (Victoria Park) (12.12
a.m.]: I make no apologies for speaking at
this late hour. The Government runs
Parliament in such a manner that it is
late in the session before we get this op-
portunity to express ourselves on various
matters that have been represented to us.
It is my intention to speak, even though
members of the Opposition have to take
the risk of only the minister being awake
and listening to what we have to say.
However, that will not stop me saying the
things I have wanted an opportunity to
say during the session.

I wish to speak on immigration. The
other day I asked the Minister questions
'with regard to the migration of Spaniards.
and he told me that this was completely
a Commonwealth affair and he could not
answer the questions which r asked. I
feel it is rather alarming that these people
can come into Western Australia and
neither the Minister nor the Government
knows what numbers are arriving, whether
Jobs will have to be found for them, or
what housing must be arranged.

There have been. several rumblings in
regard to the arrival of the Spaniards.
Those rumblings started almost within
three or four weeks of their arriving. There
was a photograph in the paper purport-
ing to show how happy these migrants
were to be here. But the photo was posed.
Some official or Press man asked them to
sing a Spanish song, the object being to
take a photo to prove to everyone how
gloriously happy the migrants were to be
in Australia.

The Picture soon changed, because there
Is ro employment for them; and they are
under a severe language handicap for a
start-a disability which it is expected will
continue for some considerable time. It
has been reported to me that because of
the rumblings at the Holden camp at Nor-
thern some of the people who were re-
garded as being ringleaders have been
shifted to Graylands. But it is not pos-
sible to put everything in apple-pie order
just by shifting one or two people. If there
is no work for these migrants someone else
will rise up and take over the leadership.
organising marches, banners, and so forth:
something which has been temporarily
thwarted.

I believe the Minister must have had
some information on the number of
Spaniards who have arrived here and what
is% to be done with them.

Mr. Tonkin: There are two boatloads
on the way.

Mr. D)AVIES: We have a member of the
opposition providing that information; yet
w~hen I asked this question of the Minister.
he had no information to give. He said

it was purely a Commonwealth matter, I
think it is a poor show that the Minister
for Immigration could give no details of
the people who are comning into the coun-
try and how they will be absorbed.

I endorse the statement of the Minister
for Housing in New South Wales who said
that he believed Australia's igration
campaign had collapsed. He quoted figures
to the effect that nearly 10,000 settlers went
back to their own countries last year, 4,000
more than the year before. The Minister
concerned made that statement to the
Good Neighbour Council in New South
Wales. He pointed out that it was a waste
of money to get those people out here and
for them to find that the paradise which
they thought they were coming to was, in
fact, a myth and so they turned around
and went back.

This is going to happen with migrants,
whether they come from Spain, Italy,
Germany, England, or any other country.
If we cannot live up to the promises we
make, then the venture must be a failure.
People will continue to go back if our
migration missions overseas supply them
with the wrong information.

The Minister was able to give me some
information about some of the People who
are coming out here as a result of the work
of the State migrant mission now overseas.
They include welders, boilermakers, elec-
trical installers and fitters, and many
others. It is often found that the migrants
are not the tradesmen they are supposed
to be. Boilermakers have turned out to be
only boilermakers' assistants, with the
classification in England of something
called a "Plate helper". Such men have
been signed up as fully-fledged boiler-
makers. However, the work of boiler-
makers' assistants is relatively unskilled
and we have plenty of labour here to cope
with that.

in some cases welders are not welders in
the sense accepted here. They may have
had some experience of welding, and be-
cause of that they are sent out here as
experienced tradesmen.

Regarding electrical Installers and fitters,
the union has found that in one instance
a migrant had not been tested for colour
blindness, yet colour perception is an
essential requirement of the Industry.

Whilst these people are coming here, I
am wondering whether they are the type
of tradesmen we have been led to believe
they are, or whether they will join the
stream of those who are returning to Eng-
land. Are these migrants really required?
An offer was made by One local contractor
to do tIll the electrical work associated with
one big construction job now under way,
at a fiat rate of .o much per hour. They
guaranteed a supply of labour from trades-
men already in the State. However, the
offer was not accepted although repeated
twice, and I believe that migrants recently
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arrived in the State have been engaged
to do the work by the building contractors.

When I asked the Minister for the
names of those companies which would be
employing these arriving migrants he
said it was not convenient for him to
say at that stage. That was early In Aug-
ust. I repeated the question last week and
the Minister once again said, "No".

Although migrants are continuing to
arrive I believe that, unless we can have
some planned programme of work, and
unless they can meet requirements of Aus-
tralian tradesmen, we will have a good
deal of trouble on our hands.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) 112.21 a~m.l; I can
understand that the member for Stirling
found himself on the horns of a dilemma,
and felt it was Incumbent upon him to
point out that all was not right in con-
nection with land settlement. He realised
that in making any criticism the blame
might possibly fall upon the State Gov-
ernment, and that was the last thing he
wanted. How on earth he expected to be
able to point out that these things un-
doubtedly exist and at the same time
absolve the Government from any respon-
sibility, I do not know.

When the position was reversed, and
the members who are now on the Govern-
mient side sat in opposition, the present
Deputy Premier had no inhibitions when
he was complaining about land settlement.
He did not say it was all the fault of the
Commonwealth Government. He said it
was all the fault of the State Government.
If it was the fault of the State Govern-
ment in those years. it is the fault of the
State Government now.

I want to tell the member for Stirling
that there arc not just a few Isolated cases,
as he tried to have us believe, because
in July of this year the R.S.L. was very
vocal about this matter. It urged an
inquiry on war service land settlement. I
propose to quote from The West Austra-
lian of the 18th July, 1962, in connection
with a report of the annual State R.S.L.
Congress. The Press report reads as fol-
lows:-

The Kojonup sub-branch, which
urged the Royal Commission, said an
inquiry was long overdue. Settlers
could make no headway In discussing
their problems with the W.S.L.S.
board.

So apparently there were problems and
plenty of them. The settlers could not
get anywhere in connection with tbe mat-
ter, which is somewhat surprising from
this so-called sympathetic Government.
which criticised Labor so much. one
would have imagined that when the reins
were in its hands all the things about
which it was complaining would be put

right. But apparently they are still in
existence. Reading further, the report
says-_

The delegates said settlers were dii-
satisfied with their land valuations. It
was Impossible to get individual valua-
tions on property assets and this
bordered on dictatorship.

Congress agreed to a number of matters
in connection with land settlement, and
I am wondering whether it made repre-
sentations subsequently to the Govern-
ment and whether the Government has
agreed to any of those represenuac ions;
because in my opinion it might well do
so. Reading further, the report says--

The Government should be asked to
refund to service settlers half the cost
of vermin-proof fences built alopg
common boundaries of reserves that
had been retained for the preservation
of flora and fauna.

I think that is a reasonable request.
Mr. Bovell: Would you, if you were the

Treasurer?
Mr. TONKIN: Yes. I think it is a

reasonable request.
Mr. Bovell: You do not know what you

are talking about!
Mr. TONKIN: They are common boun-

daries. and they are obliged to put up
these vermin-proof fences. It is well
known that these areas of Crown lands
are places where the vermin breed; and
therefore there is some obligation upon the
State to assist settlers in this connection.
Why should the settler who is unfortunate
enough to have a boundary which is a
common boundary with Crown land have
to foot the whole of the bill him-seif, when
there are other settlers who have the help
of settlers alongside them? I think that
is a reasonable request. I do not know
what the attitude of the Government was
to the recommendation, but from the inter-
jection of the Minister for Lands it does
not look as if it was too favourable.

So one can appreciate how difficult the
member for Stirling found the passage
when he felt urged to bring up these
matters on behalf of his constituents, but
wished to do so without placing any blame
whatsoever on the State administration.
Of course, it Just cannot be done. it is a
joint effort between the Commonwealth
and the State-that is true; but the State
has a very large amount of say In connec-
tion with the running of it, and It is idle
to try to absolve the State Minister from
any responsibility, because the officers
down there are doing things about which
the settlers complain.

The Minister necessarily must take re-
sponsibility for his officers. I was pleased
that one Minister this evening declared in
that way-and I refer to the Minister for
Education, who made no bones about it
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and said that with regard to the admini-
stration of his departments whatever the
officers did he took fulli responsibility for
it; and, of course, that is the proper
attitude.

Therefore, if there are officers in the
State administration in connection with
land settlement who are not doing the
right thing by the settlers, the Govern-
ment must accept the responsibility; and
the member for Stirling has to accept his
share of it, too, for allowing it to con-
tinue without bringing pressure to bear
on his own Ministers to alter it. He will
not get very far if he takes the attitude
that he does not attach any blame to the
State administration for what has occurred.

Apparently the settlers must themselves
have felt that the matter was very serious,
because they urged at their congress that a
Royal Commission be appointed to inquire
into the matter. But, naturally, because
the newspapers are friendly disposed to-
wards the Government, there is not the
same publicity being given to the incident
as undoubtedly would be given if Labor
were the Government. Then there would
be plenty of people vocal about it-let us
make no mistake about that!

I gather from the discussions which
took place at the last congress that there
was a good deal of dissatisfaction; and
one can expect that the matter will come
up again at the next congress, because it
does not appear as though very much has
been done to alter the situation.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [12.30 a.m.]: I have listened with
interest to the comments of the members
who have contributed to the debate on
this vote. Remarks made by the mem-
ber for Stirling were, of course, listened
to by the Deputy Premier, who is the Min-
ister contrtllinz! war service land settle-
ment. Indced, he heard what the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition had to say. That
matter is shown in the Estimates and the
vote is handled under the Lands Vote, but
is administered by the Deputy Premier.

Mr. Nalder: He was wide of the mark.
Mr. BOVELL: I can say that I have had

something to do with it in company with
the Deputy Premier as a Cabinet sub-
committee and have dealt with the com-
plaints that have been made. I can only
say that one will always receive com-
plaints. My experience has been that
when these complaints are investigated
the person concerned has been found to
be fairly treated.

Mr. Tonkin: You do not think there
are any grounds for complaint?

Mr. BOVELL: There are always com-
plaints.

Mr. Tonkin: That is not what I said.
You do not think there are any grounds
for complaint?

Mr. BOVELL: I do not think there are
any grounds for over-all complaints, and
what few individual complaints come for-
ward can be dealt with on the merits of
each individual case. However, I believe
the war service land settlement scheme is
being well administered by the State at
present.

The member for Beeloo, and the member
for Victoria Park referred to immigration.
I maintain that without an active immi-
gration policy this State is going to ljig
so far behind other States that we will
not catch up. and we suffered during the
years the previous Government was in
office because of its attitude towards immi-
gration. It behoves every member of Par-
liament and every citizen in this State to
extend a hand of welcome to migrants.

The member for Victoria Park referred
to Spanish migrants who have come here:
and from my knowledge of them, they are
excellent types. There is, of course, a
language difficulty which we, by willing
effort, have to overcome.

The planned programme for their ab-
sorption is in progress. This is the first
time that Spanish migrants have entered
this State in any numbers, and we are
using our very best endeavours to co-op-
erate with the Commonwealth and the
Department of Labour and National Ser-
vice in assimilating these migrants into
our way of life.

Mr. Rowberry: How are
put some of them into the
try when 200 men lost their

you going to
timber indus-
jobs recently?

Mr. BOVELL: The matters that have
been raised will be given consideration. I
believe the departments referred to are
progressing satisfactorily, and I hope the
vote will be agreed to.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Lands and Surveys, £1,058,202;

Forests, £463,604; Bush Fires Board.
£29,725-put and passed.

Votes: Chief Secretary. £139,987; Medi-
cal, £5,326,000; Public Health, £730,000:
Fisheries, £107,036-

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [12.35
am.]: I do not want to miss the opportun-
ity to speak on this division. I want to refer
to a serious position that has apparently
developed in regard to the fire brigades in
this State. This has been highlighted by a
recent fire at Claremont when an old
church which was being used for a hall for
the holding of social functions by the
Methodist community, I understand, was
destroyed by fire within a very short time.
This hail was bordered on one side by the
main church: on another side by the manse;
and on another side by a hospital.

It appears, from correspondence that
has appeared in the Press, and also from
talks I have had with the Fire Brigade
Employees' Union, that when the alarm
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was given it was only by pure good for-
tune that three men were at the station.
Had the alarm been given a minute later
only two men would have been available
to attend to this fire. The fire was a very
serious one and threatened other proper-
ties, including the hospital. Indeed, the
paint on the adjoining properties was
scorched by fire and some of the patients
bad to be removed from the hospital.

The fire was of such intensity that the
men who attended it from the Claremont
Fire Station were unable to deal with it
themselves and had to call for assistance
from the Perth Fire Station. In the mean-
time, while awaiting the response from this
call assistance was rendered by two off-
duty policemen who helped the firemen
attending the fire by unrolling the
hose and playing it on one of the nearby
buildings at the direction of the firemen.

It is quite apparent that many of the fire
brigade stations are seriously under-
manned. For instance, I believe that in the
Midland Junction area three firemen are
on duty per shift, and the excuse given
there is that they have the volunteer fire-
men to call on for assistance when re-
quired.

I do not want to knock the volunteer
fire brigades but in my opinion firefight-
ing is something of a hobby for these
people, who regard it as an activity or
sport which they enjoy.

Mr. INalder: Many of them would not
like to hear that.

Mr. DAVIES: I have made that state-
ment in the Press because it is my opinion.
I believe it to be So as far as the metro-
politan area is concerned, and I speak
only of the metropolitan area.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: We believe there
is a place for it. You are entitled to your
opinion and we are entitled to ours.

Mr. DAVIES: Exactly, and I am putting
my opinion forward.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
The honourable member must address the
Chair.

Mr. DAVIES: I explain now that this
is purely my opinion that I am expressing
and I will tell members why I believe my
opinion to he correct. I was referring to
the staff in the fire brigade station in the
Midland Junction area where there are
three firemen on duty per shift, Up there
the brigade is assisted by volunteer firemen.
I am told that from January 1960 to Octo-
ber 1962 there were 296 fires attended by
the Midland Junction brigade. Of that
number there were volunteer firemen pre-
sent at only 44 fires. That Is. less than 5
per cent. of the fires were attended by vol-
unter firemen.

Of the 44 fires that they did attend
there was an average of only slightly over
one volunteer fireman per fire. The same

thing happens at Bassendean and Guild-
ford; but there the stations are manned
by volunteers. It is only natural that many
of the volunteers would be working during
the day when there could be a serious
conflagration resulting in a disaster.

I understand there are two machines
at Fremnantle, which is perhaps a slightly
better situation; but there again there are
insufficient men on duty to man both
machines at once. The same position
applies to a foam tender which is at thle
Perth Central Fire Station. This is used
particularly f or fires resulting from air-
craft, petrol and bitumen tankers catching
alight, and so forth and where this par-
ticular type of fire appliance is required to
extinquish the fire with foam. There are
never any duty men rostered to attend that
equipment.

I understand 27 men are put on a per-
manent roster at the Perth Central Fire
Station. At present eight men are absent
relieving on other duties, or on annual
leave, which cuts the establishment there
down to 19 men. In those circumstances,
in a series of fire outbreaks, or If the
foam tender were required to be used,
there would be nobody to man it. I under-
stand they have a tender which attends
at bushflres. This tender is restricted to
a 30-mile per hour speed at any time.
Surely to goodness we could have an up-
to-date appliance in a State like Western
Australia where grass and bushfires are a
serious menace! Surely we could have
some machine that could travel faster to
the scene of those fires!

We had a very serious fire at the firm
of Ridgway & North earlier this year. In
that case the fire station was almost op-
posite and yet there were only two menL
available to attend the fire. What is the
Position when two men go to a fire? They
can only run out one length of hose be-
cause one man cannot handle one length
of hose On his own- He would have to
attach the hose to the hydrant, turn on
the water and then run along as fast as lhe
could to direct the nozzle of the hose on to
the fire. Under those conditions one man
cannot control a hose.

That Is the position in regard to fire
brigades in the metropolitan area, and I
am surprised. I am certain the Minister
did not mean what he said the other day
when he was reported in the Press as
having said, In speaking of the secretary
of the Fire Brigades Employees' Union.
"The fire brigades run the brigade and
not Mr. Dennis. That is all I have to
Say."

Mr. Ross Hutchinson interjected.
Mr. DAVIES: Surely the Minister is not

getting like the rest of the Ministers!
Surely anyone is allowed to mnake con-
structive criticism! Is one not allowed to
make representations on behalf of the
men?
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Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Of course you are!I

Mr. DAVIES: It is their duty to look
ahead for any possible danger and to
ensure that precautionary measures are
provided. The main concern of the men
must be to man the actual equipment. I
cannot see anything- wrong with their
criticism. They should have made it and
the Minister should have listened to them
insteuad of wiping them off for no reason
at all. That is what he has done here. The
whole position is very serious. It has been
highlighted by the fire at Claremont. It is
only by very good luck that the fire was
not far more serious. In a growing com-
munity such as ours we cannot expect a
staff that has been cut down at a fire
brigade station to Provide an adequate
service to the community.

MR. .JAMIESON (Beeloo) [12.43 am.]:
That part of the Minister's portfolio upon
which I wish to speak is the fisheries
section, more particularly In regard to
crayfishing. Earlier in the Year the Min-
ister indicated it was his intention to limit
the number of registered crayfishing boats
that were allowed to ply In this industry.
There is no doubt it Is quite an industry in
this State. Possibly, we will have to police
it more effectively with a better type of
patrol system in the future rather than
with the existing ordinary run-of-the-mill
fisheries inspector if we are to progress
very far with the industry. I suggest that
at least three fast patrol vessels be
acquired to operate between Oeraldton and
Perth. Such boats would be able to over-
take vessels of the crayfishing fleet.

One aspect of the crayfishing industry is
its estimated life, in view of the increased
number of boats and fishermen operating
each year. Although the study of the life
and habits of the crayfish has been under-
taken by the C.S.L.R.O. and the Fisheries
Department, no clear indication of the life
and pattern of the crayfish has been re-
vealed, when the numbers fluctuate from
season to season. There seems to be a
tendency in the crustacean species for the
number to vary from time to time. Some-
times they are found in large quantities,
while at other times they are scarce.

I want the following comments, to be
recorded in Hansard, relating to the fe-
male crayfish in berry. Many of those
engaged in the factories processing the
crayfish have said it is difficult to deter-
mine when a female crayfish Is about to go
into berry. Very often they slaughter such
crayfish and find the egg larva flowing
from the body. Although the fishermen
are compelled by law to return crayfish in
berry to the waters, it Is very difficult at
times to determine in the early stages if
a crayfish is In berry.

The most sensible method to overconme
this problem Is to rearrange the closed
season. I understand that the crayfish

spawn during the warmer months of
December and January, and if these
months are declared as a closed season
the crayfish will be preserved and pro-
tected. Perhaps the open season should
extend from September to the beginning
of December, with a short closed period
in the middle of winter. It would preserve
the industry by keeping the season open
all the year with the exception of the
spawning months and the middle of the
winter.

The existing Practice of declaring an
open season for a large part of the year.
with a closed period in the winter months
is not very effective in preserving the cray-
fish. In any case, during the winter
months, when stormy weather is experi-
enced, not much crayfishing takes place.
At that time the crayfishermen spend their
time in maintaining their equipment and
boats.

The most effective way to preserve the
crayfish is to determine the exact time of
spawning and to declare that a closed
season. Such determination can be made
by the C..I.R.O. In conjunction with the
Fisheries Department.

DR. HENN (Wembley) [12.50 anm.]:
I will not keep the Committee more than
a few moments as I realise this session of
Parliament is passing peacefully away and
that a new day has just been born. Al-
though these are two momentous events I
do not think that the speech I am about to
make will be of such importance as either
one of them.

One subject of great importance is the
training of nurses in this State. This
question affects not only the 2,000 nurses
engaged In the calling at present, but in-
directly the 100,000 patients whom they
treat each year. I notice in the Public
Health Vote that five persons were engaged
in the Nurses' Registration Hoard both
last year and this year. The expenditure
for last year was £2,618, but the estimate
for this year is £4,979, or an increase of
nearly 100 per cent. Would the Minister
Inform me of the reason for this large
increase in the vote?

I do not know the composition of the
Nurses' Registration Board, so any remarks
I make will not be personal. There seems
to be a tendency by that board and by the
Nursing Federation to increase Inordinately
the academic training of nurses. What
brou'-ht this trend forcibly to my mind
was an article which appeared in The West
Australian of the 8th October. It is as
follows:-

Recruit Nurses Will Need Higher
School Passes

Would-be nurses in Western Austra-
lia will need higher educational qual-
fications next year to enter the pro-
fession.
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From January, recruits must hold
at least a third-year high school certi-
ficate In selected subjects, including
English and arithmetic, instead of a
second-year certificate as at present.

The higher requirements have been
decided on by the State Nurses' Regis-
tration Board, with the active support
of the West Australian branch of the
Royal Australian Nursing Federation.

State branch president Miss 0. E.
Anstey said yesterday: "O0ur require-
ments are already higher than those
in some States, including Queensland.
However they must be raised stifll
more in view of the ever-increasing
technical knowledge required by nurses
as the science of medicine develops."

I cannot agree with the President of the
Nursing Federation. Admittedly medical
science has developed rapidly over the last
few years, but what has been required of
nurses in those years was not a marked
increase in technical knowledge, because
nursing is In fact an art. it has been
recognised as being an art ever since the
days of the notable nurse, Florence Night-
ingale. The art of nursing is required of
nurses, but it is a difficult quality to
acquire, even after months of practice,
training, and examinations.

My point is that if we raise the standard
of entrance we shall lose to this noble
profession many good girls and women.
Nurses are not in any way low-grade
doctors or low-grade physiotherapists or
low-grade of any branch of the ancillary
medical services: they are nurses and
nurses alone. They have a unique field
of their own and I venture to say that
field is one of personal relationship with
their patients.

One of t-he gre."t duties of nurses Is to
carry out the instruction.; of doctors in
a careful, confident, competent, and cheer-
ful manner. I think that can be said to
be one of the most important functions of
nurses. They also require commonsense,
devotion to their calling, an average
academic standard, and a marked sense
of reliability. This article goes on to say-

Next year's measure will be a step
in the right direction, but I shall not
be satisfied until only recruits of matri-
culation standard are accepted for
nursing.

I feel that the Nurses' Registration Board
and those associated with advising that
board are barking up the wrong tree, or
at least going off the rails. That Is why
I shall continue to speak for a few
moments, from time to time. As I say,
they are going off the rails.

I feel the matriculation standard Is too
high as an entrance standard. I am not
suggesting for one moment that those with
a. matriculation standard should not be
accepted or looked for as entrants to this

profession, but I merely reiterate that the
Junior standard is sufficient. This would
raise the qualifications from the 8th
standard to 9th standard. I think that
would be an adequate requirement for this
State for the next 10 or 15 years because
it cannot be denied that the population
wili increase, despite what has been
suggested in this Chamber tonight.

It will increase very much in the next
seven to 10 years;, and, furthermore, we
are short of nurses at the moment. Even
if the idea for the matriculation standard
is the correct one, I suggest we should not
institute it for at least 10 or 15 years. I
will read a little more of the article-

As nurses' qualifications become
higher, they will justify requests for
pay increases as an incentive-but I
think the increased educational stan-
dards are necessary first.

January is an appropriate time tc
raise recruiting requirements because
more school-leavers are becoming
available as a result of the postwar
birthrate bulge.

That phrase amuses me. It might be the
birth bulge or any other kind of bulge:
but it is rather a dangerous phrase to
associate with nursing. However, it is a
pretty phrase. I think it is "bilge" myself.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is one used in
education circles.

Dr. HENqN: As I say, it is rather dan-
gerous in connection with nursing: but
I would not argue with the president of
this association on that one. She goes on
to say-

The new requirements will enable
us to be more selective and to broaden
our training curriculum.

I will not quote any more from that
article; but that last sentence has two ob-
jects with which I cannot agree. I do not
think we can be selective until the nurse
has entered the profession and has done at
least one year In it. If we are going to
be selective in raising the standard to
matriculation standard we will lose a lot
of excellent material; and undoubtedly we
shall lose a lot through wastage in mar-
riage and inability to cope with the
training.

For years, Western Australian nurses
have been considered to be the best-trained
nurses in the world; and that Is no idle
statement. If I had the time I could give
many examples; but, speaking generally,
nurses from this State, particularly, have
been able to go to Europe and the United
Kingdom and have not only carried out
their nursing duties properly and efficient-
ly, but have been asked to become matrons
before they have been in a country three to
six months. I think that is adequate Proof
that our nurses have been trained properly
over the years. So why raise the
standard?
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There is nothing wrong with the nurses.
and I am not quibbling about the train-
ing of nurses tonight. I am talking about
raising the standard to a point, which I
have already said twice and do not mind
saying again, where we will lose a great
deal of good material.

Mr. navies: Are Australian nurses ac-
cepted anywhere in the world?

Dr. H{ENN: Anywhere in the British
Commonwealth of nations. Are they ac-
cepted in America?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):

The honourable member must address the
Chair.

Dr. HENN: I hope I have made my
point. Having criticised the Nurses' Federa-
tion to some extent-I hope mildly and
pleasantly-and also having asked a favour,
as it were, of the Nurses' Registration
Board. I would like to end my remarks by
making some constructive criticism. Rather
than raise the standard-which, In my
opinion, is already adequate-why not keep
it at Junior level and let a nurse qualify
under the same regulations of training
as exist today: and when she has become
a staff nurse or senior sister, then give her
another examination, because then we will
find she will probably have acquired a
higher standard of education which she
picked up during her training.

As an example of people who start late
in life, I want to quote a small extract from
a book which came to my hand the other
day. This is about Paul Ehrlich, and reads
as follows:-

Paul Ehrlich (1854-1915) was the
son of a Silesian tradesman. He was
a "late developer", quite undistin-
guished at school and the despair of
his professors at the University of
Breslau. He failed in his finals, in
the first instance, because he skipped
his lectures and preferred to spend his
time in the chemical laboratory amus-
ing himself with dyes. When Robert
Koch, of great eminence, went to Bres-
lau to demonstrate his anthrax bacil-
lus the flustered professors tried to
hustle him past one untidy corner in
the barrack-prim laboratory. It was
Ehrlich's dye-stained bench, which was
very silly, because Ehrlich's Imagina-
tion had been captured by Koch's own
technique of staining thin sections of
tissue with the cells differentially dyed
to distinguish them under the micro-
scope. Indeed, when he eventually
oualifled and submitted his doctor's
thesis his Incredulous professors were
confronted by a work of genius.

This is just one example: and many more
could be given of P-ople who have not
been outstanding in their early years-in
their teens, or from 20 to 30-and then
they suddenly went ahead. I am using
much the same argument, and I hope a

true argument, as to why we do not want
to raise the standard of entrance to the
nursing profession too high.

To continue with the suggestions I have
made: Lift the standard of entrance to
the Junior, then have an examination for
a senior sister: and that can be of a much
higher standard. Those who had matri-
culated. would pass it easily; and some of
the lower standard trainees would pick up
knowledge in the three years, and would
easily Pass. Then I would have an ex-
amination for matrons. By Jove, I would
like to be able to set that examination.
too! There would be no limit to it. It
would be similar to that held for the Doc-
tor of Philosophy of Western Australia.
or the Senior Wrangler at Cambridge Uni-
versity or the literae hunianiores at Oxford
University. Let us go to town properly
in this way and see what goes on in the
next decade.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You would not
get any matrons.

Dr. HENN: Oh yes; probably one or two.
Mr. Jamieson: Matron Anstey would be

on the outer.
Dr. HENN: No, she is very clever.
Mr. Jamieson: But if you set the ex-

amination?
Dr. HENN: No; she would pass it be-

cause she is a very clever lady. I know,
because she has a very high standard.
I would like to seriously suggest that we
should have these qualifying examinations.
Let us not forget, finally, that the ulti-
mate measure of success of a nurse is
gauged by the relief and relaxation she
can bring to her patients during the time
of their treatment and recovery.

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) [1.6 ai.m.l:
I have listened with interest to the re-
marks of the member for Wembley be-
cause they have a bearing on the matter
about which I wish to speak. I was in-
terested in his comments about the moves
that are evidently mooted to raise the
standard of education of nurses and of
those who are accepted for training as
nurses.

In common with a lot of other people.
I have a very high opinion of women who
undertake this occupation. In the main
they are very fine people indeed. My sub-
mission is that fine people deserve fine
treatment and the department concerned
is falling to provide this.

Evidently the higher education of
nurses has been desired for some time, be-
cause a few years ago a bursary system
was established under which women or
teenagers who had passed their Junior
were "ranted a sum to allow them to take
their Leaving, after which they commenced
nursing. I have in mind at the moment
a person who, under the bursary, went on
to do her Leaving and then commenced
nursing at Royal Perth Hospital. After
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three years she passed all her examina-
tions and must have proved satisfactory
in her work because she stayed on at Royal
Perth Hospital which evidently was part
of her training under the bursary.

This young lady was engaged to be mar-
ried. Her fiance was a young school-
teacher: and after they had been parted
for 12 months, because he was stationed
at a country school, she learnt of his ap-
pointment. to another country school for
12 months. At this stage she had com-
pleted six months of her staff nursing at
the hospital. Before they were married
she inquired whether she could continue
her work at the Government hospital at
the place where they were to live, and she
was informed that there was no vacancy.

They were married during her holidays,
and I think she took an extra week or so
more than she was allowed for her holi-
days, because he, of course, bad a longer
period of leave, being a schoolteacher.
When they arrived in the country centre
in which they were to live, the young lady
found, contrary to what she bad been told,
that there were vacancies at the Govern-
ment hospital in the town. She applied
for and was granted a nursing job there.
She completed another six months staffing
at this hospital, making a total of 12,
which qualified her as a sister. She con-
tinued working at the hospital and Is still
there as a qualified sister.

I am only submitting these facts because
I have a complaint in connection with
them. The department is demanding the
repayment of the bursary money. Having
worked it out as to how long she worked
at Royal Perth Hospital, the department
is demanding something like £70 or £80.
and demanding it under the threat of
action being taken for non-payment.

Only last year we amended a Bill here
which provided for schoolteachers in some-
what similar circumstances. The difference
in that case was that if the teachers re-
turned to the profession and completed
their term after they were married, they
were not required to refund the money.
I believe that as a matter of grace and
fair dealing this situation should not
apply under this legislation when the
schoolteachers have been treated different-
ly. After all, the department has not been
deprived of the services of this nurse. All
that has happened is that she has com-
pleted her training as a nurse at another
Government hospital; and therefore, in my
opinion, she has fulfilled her contract. She
is doing more than that. As we know,
there Is invariably a shortage of nurses
in country hospitals, and therefore this
nurse Is performing valuable service.

I am drawing this matter to the atten-
tion of the Minister because I cannot
believe for one moment that he would
sanction that sort of treatment of one of
the nursing staff. If there was a gap
between the time she left Royal Perth

Hospital and the time she started at the
country hospital it would be only a matter
of a few weeks, because they were only
able to be away while schools were on.
vacation. Therefore any gap there might
have been should not warrant the repay-
ment of the sum being asked for. As I
say, she has been in the service of the
department for the period required under
the bursary. and, further, has been at the
country hospital for eight or nine months.

I trust the Minister will make investi-
gations in this matter. If he so desires I1
can supply him with the name of the
person concerned and the name of the
hospital where she has been working since
she left Royal Perth Hospital.

I would like to mention to the Minister
the unsatisfactory state of affairs which
exists at the Boulder Dental Clinic. Earlier
this year that clinic had staff difficulties,
and for some months the clinic was
actually closed and those eligible for treat-
ment were not able to avail themselves of
the services of a dentist. Before the clinic
closed there was a backlog of cases which
was made immeasurably worse by the
closure of the clinic.

After some time there is evidently some
difficulty about retaining the services of
dentists for the Government dental scheme.
I do not know whether the salary which
is offered is an insufficient inducement for
dentists to apply for and to continue in
those positions: but I do know that there
does not appear to be any endeavour to
make these people comfortable when they
are in the country towns.

I know of one dentist who came out
from England, and was established at
Boulder. He did not have good accom-
modation at all. The Government has to
look into that aspect. If the Government
expects dentists to reside in some of these
country areas, then it should provide
reasonable housing.

Since that time there has been a system
of voluntary work. I am looking at the
problem from the point of view of the big
backlog of cases requiring treatment;, and
the dental clinic, under the present set-
up, is not functioning satisfactorily, I
know the Minister has been concerned
about this, but I hope he will redouble his
efforts to see that the clinic is staffed
adequately and that it is kept staffed; also
that everything is done to encourage
dentists to accept those positions, and that
they are looked after while they are in the
country towns.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe-
Chief Secretary and Minister for Health
and Fisheries) 11.17 a.m.J:- I wish to make
a few brief comments in reply to those
members who have spoken on these votes.
The member for Victoria, Park mentioned
what he termed a firm of crisis in the fire
brigade service. I submit there is no crisis
at all. The situation Is not nearly as seri-)us
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as he has suggested. The President of the
Western Australian Fire Brigades Board
has publicly stated that the fire services
of the metropolitan area are adequate to
cope with the situations which are likely
to develop. Of course, if we had doubled
the number of stations and doubled the
number of men, I suppose the fire services
would be better than they are at the
present time. The same thing would apply
if we were to treble the number of stations
and the number of men. If we did that
we would increase the efficiency of the fire
services. But, of course, there comes a
limit beyond which It is not reasonable
to go.

It has been pointed out that the com-
munity is expanding. That is so. The
amount being spent by the Fire Brigades
Board in the development of the fire ser-
vices and for the purchase of gear and
equipment, and in connection with build-
ings, has increased with the expansion, and
the services have become more efficient.
Indeed, I think that all who have held the
position of Chief Secretary have been
proud of the fire services, which, I think,
have done a very good job. However, there
is a limit beyond which one cannot go. I
can understand the union's point of view
-the point of view of Mr. Dennis-about
trying to get more members into the
union, and Perhaps obtaining more power
in that respect.

Mr. Davies: Nonsense!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is not
a wild thought; it is, I believe, a possible
one. I realise that the union is also con-
cerned with the efficiency of the firefight-
ing services and in many respects it is
imbued with the importance of improving
that efficiency. The only way that can be
done, it feels, is by having more men. The
Fire Brigades Board has to consider all
sorts of things. It is believed by the board
-and by myself; and it has been believed
by all Chief Secretaries In the past-that
a very good service is being provided for
the people of this State.

Mr. Jamieson: They are a little bit old-
fashioned, though. The board is not pro-
gressing very well.

Mr. ROSS HU'TCHINSON: The board is
considering new developments all the
time, and will continue to make reasonable
developments in accordance with the de-
velopment of the State. The member for
Victoria Park also made reference to
voluntary firemen. Voluntary firemen
have a very good record Indeed. The Gov-
ernment believes, and the previous Govern-
ment believed, that they have done a very
good job. No figures can be supplied to
show that they have been inefficient or
that they have not done a good job, and
I deny that anyone can produce figures
to prove that the volunteer firemen in the
metropolitan area have not done a very
good job.

The member for Beeloe referred to the
crayfishing industry. It is a fact that some
attempt is being made to limit the
number of boats in connection with the in-
dustry as from the 1st March. This will
be fairly elastic for a start in order to
cope with the extraordinary situations
which arise because of boats which have
been started but not completed on that
date, and so on. The policy will be re-
viewed from Year to year. At the present
time the whole craylishing fleet will be
out endeavouring to obtain white crays.

The honourable member also referred to
the necessity for having faster patrol
boats. The department has two research
vessels and six patrol boats. Three of
those boats are fully engaged in supervis-
ing the restrictions imposed for the con-
servation of the industry. One vessel is
at Present stationed at Geraldton and the
other two vessels operate from Fte .ntlc.
There is a new vessel to replace the
obsolete patrol vessel 'Kooruldhoo' and I
hope it will be in commission by the
beginning of next November. It would be
nice to have Patrol vessels faster than the
ones we have at the present time.

Consideration has been given to altering
closed seasons, but the research officers of
the department and the Director of
Fisheries, after assessing all factors, have
decided not to recommend changes at
present.

The member for Wembley mentioned
the training of nurses, and he has spoken
on this subject before.

Mr. Tonkin: It was a very goon and con-
structive speech, too.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The honour-
able member mentioned the Nurses' Regis-
tration Hoard and the fact that the figure
involved has almost doubled. I am afraid
my notes do not reveal the reason for
that, but if he would be so kind as to keep
me reminded of this matter I will secure
the information for hin.

The member for Wembley also made
quite a point about there being in his
opinion no need for higher academic stan-
dards for the entry of trainee nurses.
This is a matter which has engaged the
attention of the Nurses' Registration
Hoard, the Nurses' Federation, and all
levels of the nursing profession for very
many years.

Mr. Hawke: it is a very difficult prob-
lem.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It is indeed.
The trend throughout the world, in all
Professions, is to have higher academic
qualifications. Earlier in the debate on
the Estimates one Opposition member
made mention of the extent to which the
Soviet Union was educating its people. A
very strong point was made that tremen-
douis sums of money were being expended
on the education of the youtn of Russia
to the point that before long all will be

2964



[ Thursday, 15 November, 1962.] 96

educated at school up to the age of 18
years. That is indeed an ideal to which
no doubt we would like to jump inmmedi-
ately; but for a number of reasons, which
I do not intend to pursue, it would be
most difficult for us to achieve it at the
present time.

However, I do make the point that the
world's educational standards are going
up and the nursing profession feels that
its standards should also rise. I noted the
Point made by the honourable member
when he said that rather than raise the
standard for the entry of trainee nurses
the educational standard should be raised
progressively by teaching methods and
examinations as nurses mature and pro-
gress through the nursing profession. I
believe that has been considered, but I
will discuss the matter with the Commis-
sioner of Public Health and members of
the nursing profession.

During his speech the member for
Boulder-Eyre also referred to nurses' bur-
saries, and made particular reference to
the individual ease of a nurse who married
and repayment of the bursary was in-
volved. Of course, I have no knowledge
of this individual case and I do not know
the name of the nurse involved, It may
have come to my attention, but from the
details given I cannot say whether I have
been informed of it or not.

Mr. Hawke: Wouldn't the department
have a policy on a matter of that kind to
meet the situation mentioned by the mem-
ber for Boulder-Eyre?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is so.
There is a policy. As the honourable
member knows, bursaries are granted,
and there is an agreement between the
State and the bursar for an amount of
money to be paid for one year's training
or two years, training in the Post-Junior
Years. Unless the conditions of the bur-
sary are fulfilled, the bursar, or the guar-
antor, is expected to make up the sum
that is assessed. I was going to say that
In this individual case certain circum-
stances may have been involved. on
occasions there are circumstances which
might lead to a waiving of the amount
involved, and if the honourable member
will put his case down in writing and
submit the letter to me I1 will have the
matter investigated to see whether there
Is any possibility of waiving the amount.

Mr. Moir: I think there is a principle
involved in a case like this.

Mr. Hawke: That was the point I was
trying to get at-the principle in it.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: There is a
principle: and I had just started to say
that if the conditions of the bursary are
not fulfilled it Js expected that the bursar
will repay the amount assessed. That is
not unreasonable. What is the use of
having a bursary it that cannot be done?
What is the use of the State entering into

an agreement unless it can do that? So
many different circumstances can crop lip
that each individual case can be assessed
on Its merits.

Mr. Rowberry: Keep going;. you are
doing very well.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Bursarles
apply in a number of professions. There
are bursaries for the teaching profession.
and if teachers do not fulfil the conditions.
of the bursary-

Mr. Moir: We specially amended the
Act last year to cover cases like this.

Mr. ROSS HU'TCHINSON: I am trying
to point out that teachers who obtain a
bursary must also fulfil the conditions in-
volved. Certain dentists. too, are trained
by the State under a bursary scheme, and
they enter into an agreement with the
State. Frequently a dentist, when he has
finished his training, will buy himself out.
and he breaks his conditions. It is not
a matter of being harih on anybody.

Mr. Moir. This nurse is not In the
service.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: If there are
any special circumstances in the individual
case mentioned by the honourable member.
and he will submit the details to me, I
will have a look at It. I cannot be any
fairer than that.

Mr. Hawke. I think we have persuaded
you a bit.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Order! The Minister must address the
Chair.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Certainly
Mr. Chairman. There Is a difficulty in
obtaining sufficient dentists In this State
to satisfy the demands of the people of
the State. As regards the Boulder Dental
Clinic, we lost the dentist up there; and,
in order to try to fill the gap created, the
private dentists have entered upon a roster
scheme to endeavour to service the clinic
and assist the people on the goldfields
until we can find someone to take the
place permanently.

Mr. Jamieson: It is working out quite
well.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I think they
have done a good Job, and I am happy to
hear the member for Beeloo say that-

Mr. Moir:, What is the waiting list like?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: -because It

is a fitting tribute that should be paid to
these people. The salaries of dentists were
also mentioned by the honourable member,
and we are looking at this aspect of the
matter. The salaries may be low because
bursars who complete their training and
become trained dentists frequently try to
buy themselves out. Therefore we are look-
ing at the possibility of increasing the
amount of the bond in order to retain
their services to the State because of the
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expenditure in which the State has been
involved during their five-year period of
training. I thank members far their
comments on the estimates covering my
departments.

Votes put and passed.
Votes: Registry and Friendly Societies,

£40,774; Prisons, £331,831; Observatory,
£19,657; Homes, £562,000; Mental Health
Services, £1,338,000; Local Government,
£47,970; Town Planning, £59,346; Child
Welfare and Outdoor Relief, £758,400-
put and passed.

Vote: Police, £2,090,762-
MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader

of the Opposition) [1.37 a.m.]: I move-
That the vote be reduced by £1.

I do so as a protest against the way th?
department is being administered, and the
fact that too much discrimination is being
shown by the police in that some people
are allowed to go on week after week
breaking the law, when they are liable to
a continuing penalty. Before I get on to
that question, I want to dispose of the
matter I was dealing with this afternoon by
way of question. That is the case of Mr.
Spire of Scarborough who, when he found
be was subjected to arrogant and unwar-
ranted treatment wrote to the Commis-
sioner of Police; and when he felt that
he did not get the consideration which the
matter warranted sought an opportunity to
see the Minister for Police, but got no
further. Then he came to the Opposition
In connection with the matter.

This citizen impressed me as a very
genuine person who was labouring under
an extremely strong sense of injustice, and
he felt that surely there was somewhere
he could turn in order that his complaint
could be fully investigated. This afternoon
the Minister for Police said that he had
had inquiries made and was perfectly satis-
fied as to what he found out.

Of course, that sort of inquiry could
satisfy nobody but the Minister. The re-
quest that this person made was that he
should be confronted with the policeman
about whom he complained; that there
should be present also the Commissioner of
Pollee, so that he would be able to say what
he had already said by correspondence, and
he would be able to discuss the matter with
the constable. But the Minister denied
him that right on the ground that If he
agreed to that request there would be so
many similar requests that his time would
be fully taken up.

I want to know if that is any justifica-
tion for refusing a legitimate request for
an inquiry into allegaticnis; because, ordin-
arily, anybody who sets out to prove a
case against the police is battling from
the start. What appears to have been
done in this case is that after Mr. Spire
had complained to the Police Department.
the Commissioner of Police interrogated

the constable concerned, who could not be
expected to admit that he had done any-
thing wrong. The Commissioner of Police
apparently took a statement from the
policeman and then wrote back and told
Mr. Spire that there was nothing in his
complaint whatsoever. When Mr. Spire
took his complaint to the Minister, the
Minister adopted the same line of action
and reads the report from the commis-
sioner, and there the matter rested.

How could anyone get anywhere with
an inquiry of that kind? Mr. Spire told
me that he was in a line of traffic which
was held up because there was an obstruc-
tion at the head of it. He bad had an ex-
perience a week or so before when he was
in a similar line of traffic and the car at
the head of the line had stalled. He was
in the line for some considerable time,
and he caine to the conclusion that pos-
sibly this was a recurrence of the car at
the head of this line of traffic having
stalled; and so what he did was to pull out
from the line of traffic, travelling at less
than 10 miles an hour, and attempted to
proceed on his way.

At this point a constable appeared. Ap-
parently he had been up at the front of
the line and he had not been previously
seen by Mr. Spire. However, he appeared
and put up his hand and told Spire that
he was in too much of a hurry and he
would have to wait until everybody else
moved off. Then, when Mr. Spire was
objecting to the policeman's attitude and
asked for his number, he told him that he
would bounce Mr. Spire twice as high and
to get on his way.

Firstly, the policeman said he was go-
ing to keep him there until last because
he was too anxious to get away; and then,
when Spire asked the policeman for his
number, the policeman said, "Get on your
way or I will bounce you twice as high". I
have only heard one s~ide.

Mr. Craig: It is a pity you did not hear
the other.

Mr. TONKIN: Spire wanted to hear the
other side: that is my complaint. What
surprised me in this situation was that no
charge was laid against Spire.

Mr. Craig: He was a considerate Police-
man;, that is why.

Mr. TONKIN: No charge was laid against
Mr. Spire; and 99 times out of a hundred
a person, even though he felt aggrieved.
would come to the conclusion that he
would not get very fair; and as he was not
in any trouble, would consider that he had
better forget about it. But Spire felt so
badly about it because he was aggrieved
and he had not done any wrong. He did
what any reasonable person would do In
the circumstances; and in view Of the pre-
vious experience he had had he felt he
should not have been spoken to in the way
that he had been. It is that about which
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he complained. He wanted to set the mat-
ter right and he sought the proper chan-
nels to do it. He did not stand to gain
anything. It is not a ease of making re-
presentations to get a charge withdrawn.
He would have been in no better position
after having made the inquiry than he
would have been before he started.

However, he did feel that the Policeman
should not have exercised his authority
in the way he alleged the policeman had
done. There is a tendency on the part of
some people, when they are clothed 'with
authority, to adopt the attitude that they
are the boss and everybody else hats to con-
form. Such persons are met with occa-
sionally in various walks of life.

It is not the sort of thing we like. I do
not blame a person for standing up for
his rights if he genuinely feels he has not
been treated properly. The London Police
Force has a reputation, and rightly so, for
courtesy and understanding; and although
the Policeman's job is a difficult one-he
is dealing with the public, large numbers of
whom do not obey the rules-nevertheless
there is no justification for a policeman
being insolent, or arrogant-and I do not
know whether this one was or not; but
Spire alleges he was. Accordingly he
wrote the following letter to the commis-
sioner:

I was driving my car down Scar-
borough Beach Road at approximately
1.30 pm. on the 25th September and
I noticed a queue of traffic waiting for
a crane that was being manouvred in
the road to move, in order that the
traffic might continue.

I waited at the back of the queue
for a few moments; the crane was
moved and left a clear lane on the side
of the road travelling towards Perth.
I waited a few more minutes but as
there seemed to be nobody in charge
of the operation and the car at the
head of the queue seemed reluctant
to move, I passed the queue of traffic
and then a traffic patrolman came out
from behind the crane and signalled
me to stop.

He asked me if I could not see the
queue of cars waiting there. I con-
firmed the rather obvious and ex-
plained the reason for my moving up
to the head of the queue as I had
experienced similar circumstances in
Hay Street sometime ago, when on
this occasion it transpired that a
woman at the front of the queue was
unable to start her car again and
everybody sat there waiting for some-
thing to happen. He retorted that the
trouble with me was that I was in too
much of a hurry and that I came
"boring down the road" which was a
complete distortion of facts, further-
more, he could not have seen me in
any case. He insisted that now I
would have to wait there until every
other car had moved.

I then asked him if he was accusing
me of exceeding the speed limit. He
said he was not accusing me of ex-
ceeding the speed limit but if I did
not watch it he would "bounce me
twice as high".

I asked the Constable for his name.
He made a signal with his thumb and
replied "get". I proceeded further
along the road, pulled onto a verge out
of the way of traffic and made a note
of the Patrolman's motor cycle number
which is US8233.

1 will not suffer insolence from any-
body and arrogance of this type from
a member of the Police Force is most
unwarranted, Isolated cases such as
this do much to undermine the good-
will that you have strived to create
between the public and the West Aus-
tralian Police Force.

I would add that I have travelled
almost half a million miles in many
countries and I have never had an
accident and only once been accused
of exceeding the speed limit.

I was impressed by the demeanour of
this person, whom I had never seen before
in my life. I questioned him regarding
certain aspects of this matter, and about
his interview with the Minister. I then
said, "Well, you have reached a dead end
so far as the Minister and the department
are concerned. I am prepared to raise the
matter in the House, because I agree with
you that policemen should not be encour-
aged to be insolent and arrogant, if indeed
this one was.'

I said, "So far as I am concerned I do
not know whether he was or not, but I
think you are entitled to have an oppor-
tunity to prove your statements." I then
said I would do what I could to see that
an opportunity was afforded him. I still
say that this man asked to be faced with
the constable; and that Is not the action
of a person who is telling lies-It, could be
the action of a person who is mistaken;
but that has yet to be proved. I think it
shows his courage; and he is entitled to be
confronted with that constable, with a
responsible person present who could note
the reaction in order that the truth of the
matter might be ascertained.

Apparently he has gone as far as he can
go. The Minister gets a. report; it is an
ex Parte statement from the policeman
concerned who, after all, is only human-
and who would expect the policeman to
admit that he had been insolent and
arrogant?

Mr. Lewis: What was the commissioner's
reply?

Mr. TONKIN: The commissioner's reply
was as follows:-

In acknowledging your letter of the
26th ult. I have to advise inquiries into
your complaint have been made In the
interim.
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As a result thereof I do not find
Your allegations are sustained.

It is obvious from reports received,
you drove your vehicle out of a line
of traffic which had stopped because
of a temporary stoppage, and in doing
so could have caused accidents your-
self; this incidentally is aL breach of
traffic regulations, however, it is not
proposed there be any further action.

Whilst you may have been in a
hurry-

Spire did not say he was in a hurry; the
policemnan said he was in a hurry. To
continue-

-the short delay was unavoidable and
It would have been better had you held
your position in the line of traffic,
until the blockage cleared.

I note your coniderable accident-
free driving expericnce and trust it
will be maintained.

Mr. Rowberry: What regulation did he
breach?

Mr. TONKIN: The commissioner does
not mention It. I rew-rd that as a most
unsatisfactory reply, because the only re-
port the commissioner cuid get regarding
the matter was from the constable abcut
whom the compaint was made. If com-
plaints are to be made, and they look.
on the face of them as if there are grounds
for them, I think they are entitled to be
given a fuller investigation than this. I
will leave the matter there hoping the
Minister will have second thoughts about
It.

That brings me to the main complaint
I made when I got to my feet in connec-
ttn with these Estimoates. I notice you
are looking a bit worried as to what my
complaint is about, Mr. Chairman. it is
about the police, not about the Totalisator
Agency Board. I am complaining about the
police because they are not taking the ac-
tion they should. it is their responsibility to
ir4 *-te action. I have here a cutting from
The West Australian dated the 22nd Febru-
ary. Under the heading "Pilfering Hits
Company-Police" the cutting reads.-

An aerated waters company,
Schweppes Pty. Ltd., had suffered con-
slriprable losses through pilfering by
elmployees in past months, the Perth
Police Court was told yesterday.

Detective Francis David Klrkby said
th, firm had been trying to catch the
Pilferer$.

Two former employees were con-
victed of having stolen from the com-
pany.

Ronald Joseph Hunt (37). truck
r1river. of Board-avenue. Belmont, was
J97i-d £20 for havlne, stolen 6 lbs. of
sltz ar and two bottles of soft drink
or a total value ef 616.

The magistrate sentenced Clement
Bruce Miller (37), labourer of Weston-
street, Carlisle, to one month's im-
prisonment for having stolen seven
bottles of soft drink valued at 5.,3
from the company.

So the police onl their own initiative
laid charges against a_ worker who had
stolen cool drinks worth 5s. 3d.; and he
gets a month's gaol. Yet at the same
lime every week the Totalisator Agency
Board is flouting the law and committing
an offence against the Criminal Code, but
no action is taken.

The member for Fremnantle quoted the
case earlier this eveninz of a person who
was gaoled for the theft of a block of
chocolate, and the police took action. The
police can take action on their own initia-
tive in this case: but, right alongside, the
Totalisator Agency Board and its agents
are breaking the law end no action is
taken by the police. They are breakinge the
low week alter week.

There came into my possession a copy
oa the evidence given to the Royal Com-
missioner from New South Wales who took
evidence from none other than the Chair-
man of the Totalisator Agency Board (Mr.
J P. Maher). In his 3tatement Mr. Maber
v-as questioned about the kind of betting
being carried on. particularly about credit
betting. I quote from the relevant portion
of his evidence which emphasises the
statements I have made-

What is the position in regard to
the city?-I would say that at the
moment one in three or one in four
were formerly licensed premises book-
makers. The majority have come from
their full-time clerks. Some Pre-
viouly were on-course bookmakers.
others have come from other walks of
life, such as the public. service, banks.
.and so forth.

Is it more advantageous financially
to a manager to be translated into an
agent?-Yes.

He is better off on a commission than
a salatry?-Yes, provided he is an
efficient person. I would say he could
earn, on an average. £5 to £10 a
week more as an acent than he could
earn as a manager for the board.

In regard to betting by telephone.
you have a deposit centre, have you?-
Yes. That is controlled by the board.

Where is that?-That Is in Beaufort
Street, Perth.

How does one establish a deposit?-
You simply make an application giving
full details of your name, address, aind
so forth, and the fact that you arc2
over 21 years of ague, and you lodge a
deposit. Then you ere given a tele-
phone number, an account number and
certain code numbers which could be
askecd for, to bet azalnrt.
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Havtng established a deposit, the
client must make his bets with the
centre?-Yes, he cannot bet anywhere
else other than where his account is
kept.

If he does not lodge a deposit in the
centre can he make arrangements to
bet on credit with any of the agents?-
Yes, all agents are authorised, if they
so desire, to provide facilities for tele-
phone betting.

On credit?-On credit.
At their own risk?-We do not like

that. We feel that they should get
the deposit in the first place, and that
the backer's account should always be
in credit at the time the backer places
a bet, but, of course, we do know that
agents assist backers by keeping an
account in credit for them, in which
case it is very definitely at their risk.

Let us hear what some of the agents
employed by Mr. Maher had to say. I
quote from the statement made by agent
Mr. Noel. to the Royal Commissioner. He
said-

I do accept a certain amount of
credit betting here; extending credit
to people who used to bet with mec on
the racecourse for years. However,
you must know them very well other-
wise you would finish in a very diffi-
cult position. Even if I knew a fellow
around the district who was employed
in a steady job and he wanted me to
extend him credit, I would not be in-
clined to do so unless I had known him
for a very long time. Any credit
betting is my responsibility. If the
client is not able to pay I would have
to be responsible for payment, because
I do not think the T.AB. would accept
responsibility.

This is a manual agency. I under-
stand that about November or Decem-
ber we will have the machines in-
stalled.

Further on he had this to say-
One has to be very careful about

accepting phone bets on credit. There
was one occasion when I knew a
woman had a winning ticket and I
allowed her to phone a bet through.
but most of them are old clients of
mine. They do not have to give me
a code number as that only applies at
the offcial credit centre. When I take
a bet on credit it Is a Personal credit
given by me to the client for which I
am responsible if he does not pay. If
a man rings up and wants to back Sky
High, he will ring here. The list I
am showing you contains the names
of my telephone bettors. This group
of documents shows the unofficial
credit telephone bets.

One lady only rang up dollars each
way, so I handed her over to the
collating centre. The others are clients

to whom I have given credit on my
own responsibility. In these cases
there has been no deposit, except in
the case of the woman who had the
winning ticket.

There is a declaration by an agent of the
board that he accepts credit bets without
any deposit being made, and there is the
statement from Mr. Maher himself that
he knows the agents are doing that.

Strangely enough I have also a state-
ment made by Mr. J. F. Stratton, a mem-
ber of the board, who rang the Royal
Commissioner and asked to be given the
opportunity to interview him. This was
what Mr. Stratton had to say-

He stated that while he agreed that
the Totalisator Agency Board should
be the proper means of legal off -course
betting, to the exclusion of off -course
bookmakers, he disagreed strongly with
the methods which had been adopted
by the board in Western Australia in
respect of two important matters, the
first being betting up to the start. and
payment of winning bets after each
lace: the second being the practice of
the board in declaring a local pool at
its option for moneys invested on races
in the eastern States. AS to the
former matter, he was of the opinion
that betting up to the start of the
race and payment out after each race
caused a falling off in attendances at
race meetings, and also that it
encouraged gambling, which he con-
sidered to be wrong in principle. He
considered it was proper to give
persons who did not attend the race-
course a reasonable opportunity to
bet, but that it was wrong to encour-
age them to do so.

As to the second matter, he con-
sidered that a.!I investments on a race
made on the totalisator should be paid
according to the dividend struck from
the pool of investments on the race
and that It was wrong of the Totalisa-
tot Agency Board to create a fictitious
pool by retaining moneys and, at its
option, paying a dividend based on a
division on the moneys so retained or,
alternatively, a dividend at the rate
declared on the racecourse where the
race took place. This, in his opinion,
is a negation of the principle of
totalisator betting.

I add here that it is illegal according to
the board's own Act. Continuing-

Alternatively, he contended that the
Totalisator Agency Hoard was not act-
ing as a totalisator, but as a book-
maker, and, in fact, was itself gambling
with the money invested with it.

There is a member of the board stating
in evidence what I have been telling the
Government for some time: that this
board was not acting In accordance with



2970 [ASSEMBLY.]

Its Act, but was in fact, as a public author- a credit account sufficient
fly, gambling with the bettor's money in a
way which it is not entitled to do under
the Act under which it operates.

I think I have shown that on the admis-
sion of Mr. Maher and his agents credit
betting without deposit is being carried on
every time there is a race meeting. Let
us see if this is legal or illegal. When
the Totalisator Agency Board Betting Act
was being put through, the then Minister,
the late Mr. Perkins, said this--

I think it can fairly be claimed that
this legislation, if it is accepted by
Parliament, will bring about a meas-
ure of social reform in that the existing
incentive to promote off-course bet-
ting under the present law will largely
disappear; and the substitution of
betting against deposits held by the
T.A.B. for credit betting at present
made possible by legislation of this
Parliament in off -course betting shops
sited to tempt wage earners within
their doors will, I hope, result in
money required for providing essential
family needs being spent for such pur-
pose and not for payment of losing
credit bets.

A substantial drop in turnover
through the off-course totalisator as
compared with off-course betting shops
has been allowed for, because credit
betting off course in totalisator regions
will no longer be legal,

That is on page 1815, vol. 2 of Hansard
1960. There is the declaration of the min-
ister that credit betting in totalisator
regions would no longer be legal. Let us
look at the Act, which states this-

33 (a) The Board, or any of its
officers, agents or employees shall not
accept a bet unless made-

(Ii) by letter sent through the
post or by telegramn or tele-
Phone message r eceived at a
totalisator agency . .. on any
horse race unless-

...the person making
the bet has, before the
beginning of the race
meeting...

I interpolate here to say that during this
session we altered that reference, "before
the beginning of the race meeting." I do
not think it has been gazetted.

Mr. Craig: It has.

Mr. TONKCIN: When?
Mr. Craig: Just recently.

Mr. TONKIN: It was not last week.
Mr. Craig: I may be wrong.

Mr. TONKCIN: Continuing-
...at which the horse

race is to be held, estab-
lished with the Board in
accordance with this Act.

to pay the amount of the
bet and has maintained
the account up to the
time of making the bet
and the bet is charged
against that account:

So the law provides that one can only
bet in credit against a deposit established
and maintained. There is an admission
from Mr. Maher and his agents that they
are betting on credit without deposit, as
I have been saying for some time; but I
was not in a position to Prove it until
tonight-and I now prove it out of the
mouths of the persons who are doing it.
There is a clear case of a contravention of
the law.

Let us see what the Art says about people
who do not obey the law. Section 37 reads
as follows:-

A person who-
(a) having the management or

control of any totalisator
agency authorises or permits
or suffers the premises of that
agency to be constituted or
used, or any act or thing to
be done or omitted in or rela-
tion to that agency, in con-
travention of or failure of
compliance with this Act:

commits an offence.
Penalty: For a first offence one

hundred pounds or imprisonment for
three months.

There it is. The 'offence is shown
clearly: and, on an admission from the
chairman and the agents, they are com-
mitting it. If they commit that offence
they are liable to a penalty of £:100. No
action is taken by the police; and there
will not be any taken, because the com-
missioner told me he would take action
against the T.AB. only, if the Minister
authorised it. So we get the situation
where somebody steals a bottle of cool
drink and gets a month's imprisonment
as a result of the police taking action on
their own initiative. We cannot compare
that breach of the law, with this one. but
no action is taken.

That is what I am complaining about.
I have here a cutting from the Daily News
dated Wednesday, the ant May, 1981, under
the heading in big letters. "Police Watch
for Illegal Bettors"; but they are only
watching for one type of illegal bettor-
the punter. The agents of the TA.B, are
just as much illegal bettors inasmuch
as they are betting contrary to the law.
and they do it week by week. They gain.
because the more they break the law, with
this betting, the bigger their commission.
They go on doing it week after week.
Illegal betting-that i' what it is. But
the police are on the watch for the punters
who are betting illegally
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Why the distinctioni9 If the law says
one cannot do a certain thing, that applies
to everybody-the employer and the em-
ployee. But the police take action in this
case only against the Punters; and on
Maher's own admission and Noel's own ad-
mission they are betting on credit without
deposit, which is illegal betting, and no
action is being taken in connection with
it. Every member of the board is commit-
ting a criminal offence in allowing it to be
done, according to the section of the Act
I have just read.

There is a further bretch which is a bad
ame and to which Mr. Stratton referred.
The Act was intended to be a Totalisator
Act and as much money as possible should
be placed on the totallsators and not used
by the board as a bookmaker. The Act
provides in section 20-

Notwithstanding anything contained
in any other Act er law to the con-
trary, it shall be lawful in accordance
with this Act-

(a) for bets by' way of wagering
or gaming in respect of horse
races to be lodged with and
received by or on behalf of
the Board for transmission of
the bets by the Board to a
totalisator on a race course
within the State:

(b) for the Board to retain any
such bets and not so transmit
them, where the bets are so
lodged or so received after the
prescribed closing time for
the acceptance of the bets onl
the horse lace in respect of
which the bets are made or
if in the opinion of the Board
it is impracticable for the
Board to so transmit the bets:

As the board neglected to prescribe a
time. the first provision in that section
cannot apply; because if the board has
not prescribed a time then of course no
bets can be received after it. So that is
out.

That leaves us in this position: The
board can only retain those bets which
in the opinion of the board it is imprac-
ticable for the board to transmit. Mr.
Maher says that whether it is impracticable
or not is a matter for the board to decide,
irrespective of conditions. That is his inter-
pretation. which I will demonstrate in a
moment or two Is quite wrong. I quote
from page 639. vol. 1 of Hansard 1961 as
follows:-

1. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Police:
(1) Is the T.A.B. operating in

contravention of paragraph
(b) of subsection (1) of sec-
tion 20 of the Totalisator
Agency Board Betting Act.
1960?

(2) If its operations are con-
sidered to be in compliance
with the legal requirements,
are they also in compliance
with the spirit and intention
of section 20 of the Act?

(3) How long before the adver-
tised starting time for races
on metropolitan race and
trotting courses is the pre-
scribed closing time for the
acceptance of bets in accord-
ance with the provisions of
Paragraph (b) of subsection
(1) of section 20?

(4) How long before the adver-
tised starting time for races
on metropolitan race and
trotting courses would the
prescribed closing time for the
acceptance of bets need to be
to enable the T.AB, to trans-
mit the bets received to the
totalisator on the course?

(5) Why is the T.AB. retaining
bets on local races which are
not impracticable for it to
transmit to totallsators on
race and trotting courses?

(6) Under which section of the
Totalisator Agency Board
Betting Act is the T.AB.
empowered to retain bets on
local races which are lodged
before the prescribed closing
time for the acceptance of
bets and the transmission of
which to a totalisator on a
racecourse is not impractic-
able?

The replies were-
(1) In my opinion-No.
(2) Yes.
(3) Regulation 14 prescribes that-

Bets made by the deposit of
the amount of the bet in cash
shall be accepted by the board
only during the hours adver-
tised in each totalisator agency
for the acceptance of such bets,
etc., etc.

In the main a closing time of
three minutes Prior to the sched-
uled starting time of the race has
been fixed.

Of course, no time was prescribed. To
continue the answers-

(4) In order to be fair to on-course
patrons, approximately one hour
is considered to be the time neces-
sary in the metropolitan area.

Thle following answer is the gem:-
(5) and (6) The Totalisator Agency

Board in its opinion is not retain-
ing bets on local races which are
not impracticable for it to trans-
mit to totalisators on race and
trotting courses.
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That is what the Minister had to say then but was King's Counsel in the case.
about it; and in the opinion of the board
it was not holding bets which it was not
impracticable to send forward.

Mr. Maher holds the opinion that the
board can decide anything it likes as to
whether the thing is practicable or not and
that has to be accepted. He will find that
the law does not accept that situation at
all. I will quote from the evidence of the
ccmmission to show that when the board
wants to it can place on the tote money
received within two minutes of the start-
ing time. Yet it holds in the tote money
received half an hour or an hour before
the starting time, and states that in its
opinion it is impracticable for it to send it
to the course. However, when the circum-
stances are such that It wants to send
money to the course it can get it there
within two minutes of the starting time.

This Is the proof. I have here the evi-
dence from Mr. Smith, an operations man-
ager. It is contained in the report of the
Royal Commission, this evidence having
been given on Friday, the 14th September
and Saturday. the 15th September in
Perth. He said tis--

Following two earlier calls, the last
call was made to Belmont Park at
4.27 pim. On the fifteen horses start-
ing in that race 4,740 win units and
4,230 place units were transmitted to
the course.

(About two minutes before the last
race started a message was received
from the Kalgoorlie Centre. that 400
win units had been placed at Kalgoor-
lie on a horse called Nowa Nowa. This
money was transmitted to the course
before the race started. The horse
won.)

I might add that, from memory, I1 think
the totalisator dividend was about 12s. 6d.
and the starting price of the horse was
5 to 2, the equivalent of 17s. 6d. So Mr.
Maher was not concerned about the divi-
dend course Patrons were going to get. He
got the hot money from Kcalgoorlie two
minutes before the race and dumped it
all on the tote because It suited him. But
if it had not suited him he would have
said it was impracticable to do so.

He states that that action is in com-
pliance with the law. I have made a con-
siderable study of the law on this business
of forming one's own opinion, and it is
surprising what little latitude is available
to more important people than Mr. Maher
-for more important.

I am going to quote from a case heard
in the High Court of Australia. It is
reported in vol. 69 of the Commonwealth
Law Reports, 1944-45. The case is the
King against Connell and ex parte the
Hettan Bellbird Collieries Ltd, and others.
Mr. Justice Kitto, who was not a justice

in reply to arguments being adduced, said
this-

The purpose of regulation 16 is not
to lay down a rule of law which
tribunals are to apply, but to subtract
from the area of their jurisdiction the
whole subject matter, that is, of
altering rates of remuneration which
were in force on 10th February. 1942.
The whole purpose and intention is
to subtract jurisdiction from all tri-
bunals. Although the existence of an
anomaly may be a matter for the
opinion of the Industrial Authority
that Authority is not entitled to make
an arbitrary. fanciful or capricious
decision.

Quoting further from this case-
"A regulation, though complying in

terms with the section as being neces-
sary for defence purposes in the
opinion of the Governor-General,
could nevertheless not be held to be
valid if it was shown that the Gov-
ernor-General could not reasonably be
of opinion that the regulation was
necessary or expedient for such pur-
Poses". (3). Thus, where the exist-
ence of a particular opinion is made a
condition of the exercise of power,
legislation conferring the power is
treated as referring to an opinion
which is such that it can be formed
by a reasonable man who correctly
understands the meaning of the law
under which he acts. If it is shown
that the opinion actually formed is not
an opinion of this character, then the
necessary opinion does not exist. A
Person acting under a statutory power
cannot confer power upon himself by
misconstruing the statute which is the
source of his power. Thus, in the case
of certain provisions in the Income
Tax Assessment Act which make the
opinion of the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion a condition of the imposition of
liability upon taxpayers. it has been
held that the opinion referred to is an
opinion which is neither arbitrary nor
extravagant, and which does not take
into account considerations which,
upon the true construction of the
statute. are Irrelevant .. .. ..

"It is the Commissioner that must
be satisfied, not this Court; but he
must act 'according to the rules of
reason and Justice, not according to
private opinion..;according to law,
and not humnour': he must not act in a
vague or fanciful manner, but legally
and regularly ..

And further down it reads-
But the Privy Council held that the

evidence showed that the Board had
adopted a completely wrong test of
unfitness for human habitation, and
had therefore misinterpreted the ordi-
nance under which they acted. It was
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accordingly held that the Board had
adopted '4a wrong and inadmissible
test" In making a declaration of un-
fitness, that they were acting beyond
their powers and that prohibition
should issue ....

It is therefore well settled that if a
statute provides that a power may be
exercised if a person is of a particular
opinion, such a provision does not
mean that the person may act upon
such an opinion if it is shown that he
has misunderstood the nature of the
opinion which he is to form. Unless
such a rule were applied legislation of
this character would mean that the
person concerned had an absolutely
uncontrolled and unlimited discretion
with respect to the extent of his juris-
diction and could make orders which
had no relation to the matters with
which he was authorised to deal. It
should be emphasized that the appli-
cation of the principle now under dis-
cussion does not mean that the court
substitutes its opinion for the opinion
of the person or authority in question.
What the court does do is to inquire
whether the opinion required by the
relevant legislative provision has really
been formed. If the opinion which was
in fact formed was reached by taking
into account irrelevant considerations
or by otherwise misconstruing the
terms of the relevant legislation, then
it must be held that the opinion re-
quired has not been formed. In that
event the basis for the exercise of
power is absent, lust as if it were
shown that the opinion was arbitrary,
capricious, irrational, or not bona
Mde.

I submit that is precisely the position in
-which the Chairman of the Totalisator
Agency Board finds himself. In answers
to questions he has indicated that the
matter of impracticability is for the opinion
of the board; and if it decides a thing is
impracticable. then whether or not it is
impracticable does not matter. These
cases, one after another-and I could go
on quoting a dozen or so more-show that
is completely wrong: and therefore the
board is, because of a wrongly-based
opinion, withholding money illegally from
the totalisator. It is contravening its own
Act. It is betting in a way which Is in
contravention of its own Act, for which a
penalty is provided; but no action is taken
by the police.

So we complain on this side that whilst
the police will take the Initiative with
regard to simple offences-where the
amount stolen is a very small amount
indeed; the police do not wait for any lead
in connection with that; they go ahead
on their own initiative-here are cases of
illegal betting; betting in contravention of
the Act for which specific penalties are
provided; and these offences go on; and

they will continue to go on unless the
Government wakes up and enforces the law
fairly and squarely with regard to all
persons who are not observing It, irre-
spective of whether they are principals,
agents, or subjects.

That is our complaint; and there is not
the slightest thing which can be raised In
justification of the department's activity
in connection with this matter. There is
no room for doubt in regard to those two
points. There is the evidence of the chair-
man himself and his own agents that they
are betting on credit without deposit; and
anyone with only a passing acquaintance
with the law could read the Act and find
out that that is an offence for which a
penalty is provided, and it is Just as much
engaging in illegal betting as the man
who goes and bets with an illegal book-
maker. It is made an offence by the Act.

So we complain that here is an Act of
Parliament, put through for a specific
purpose, with sections which have to be
observed; and that means that everybody
has to observe them; and the pollee are
requested to take action to see that they
are observed-not against one section of
the community only, but the lot.

We feel, because of the attitude of the
Minister-who must take full responsibility
for this for allowing the board to do some-
thing which is obviously in contravention
of the Act-that the Minister and the
Government must take the responsibility.
Therefore we decided that the Government
should be censured for its action; and our
method of doing that is by moving, as I
have done, for a reduction of E1 in the
vote.

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay-Minister: for
Police) [2.34 a.m.): Naturally, I desire to
oppose the motion of the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition. Might I say that I have
some distinction in doing so because, at
the commencement of this session, a
motion of no confidence was moved against
the Government by the member for Bal-
catta for our lack of traffic control or for
our lack of action in regard to traffic
matters. I had to oppose it. Here we are in
the dying hours of this session, and we
have a similar motion before the House, in
connectiron with which I have to fill a
similar r-Ole.

I have always been impressed with the
capabilities of the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, and I cannot help but feel that
he certainly devotes himself energetically
to matters which he considers need recti-
fying. He does so despite the knowledge and
the greater experience of others. If he de-
voted the talents and ene-rgies that he does
possess towards trying to improve the
matters about which he is so critical, pos-
sibly he might obtain a greater degree of
satisfaction for himself and make a greater
contribution to the State.
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So far as the T.A.B. is concerned, we
have had this question aver and over again,
and I think it is futile for me to try to
clash with the honourable member on the
various points he has raised. Most of them
were fully discussed when the amending
Bill was before the House earlier in the
session, and opportunity has been taken
by him on several occasions to amplify the
remarks he made this evening. He has
also taken the opportunity to seek further
information by way of questions.

I do not consider for one moment that
the T.A.B. is breaking the law. He quotes
the information of one. Mr. Stratton.
a member of the board. But, after all. Mr.
Stratton is only one member, and the
evidence to which the honourable member
referred was made available to him. I
have not had an opportunity of seeing it
or of obtaining the comments of the
Chairman of the T.A.B. in that connec-
tion. So it is possible, of course, that there
may be some difference of opinion as to
whether the statements alleged to have
been made by him, and as contained in
the report to which the honourable mem-
ber referred, are correct or not.

Therefore I think it is futile for me to
devote too much time to this matter be-
cause of the explanations that have been
given earlier in the session. I at least
want to be considerate to members because
of the late hour-it is now nearly 2.40 am.

Let me repeat what I said before: I have
the greatest confidence in the T.A.B. and
the functions it is serving. I believe that
view is shared by the betting public gen-
erally; and it behoves us, and the honour-
able member in Particular, to do his best
by way of devoting his energies towards
improving it.

Mr. Tonkin: Don't you think we should
be allowed to criticise it?

Mr. Jamieson: They are living off his
brains now.

Mr. O'Connor: They wouldn't get very
far if they had to live off yours.

Mr. Jamieson: That's all right about you!
Mr. CRAIG: I do not say that the

honourable member's criticism Is not sin-
cere, and that the T.A.B. system could
not be improved still further. However, the
honourable member is not doing very much
to improve it. The turnover for the first
Quarter of this year was more or less
double the turnover for a similar period
last year. That is sufficient to prove that
the functions of the T.A.B. are indeed
satisfactory. If the reverse was the case,
and the turnover was decreasing, I would
say that the honourable member would
have cause for complaint,

Mr. Tonkin: Turnover is no justification
for its not observing the law.

Mr. CRAIG: But we have had this over
and over again. The honourable member
seeks legal advice from one quarter and the

T.AB, is in the fortunate position of being
able to obtain Crown Law advice and, in
addition, advice from its own solicitor.

Mr. Tonkin: Has it bad Crown Law
advice with regard to Its solicitor's opinion?

Mr. CRAIG: I do not intend to get in-
volved at this early hour of the morning.
I think the honourable member has an
obsession in regard to this matter and
nothing I say or do could possibly change
his mind.

On a lighter vein, I would like to recount
what happened yesterday when I was pass-
ing the Games stadium. Knowing the
honourable member's interest in these
matters I was rather interested to see that
the enormous scoreboard was being tried
out and the results of races were being
flashed in lights on the board. I took one
glance at what was on the board and be-
came so nonplussed that I stopped rather
hurriedly. Flashed on the scoreboard was
"Race 12. Tonkin 1, Calwell 2, Menzies 3;
Photo finish: Empire Games record". It re-
minded me of the honourable member
because I think he has a record in regard
to the questions he has asked about the
T.AB, and his agitation with regard to it.

In respect of the other matter raised by
the honourable, member. I do not think I
can say anything more than I said when
I replied to the questions that were asked.
The fleputy Leader of the Opposition has
taken up the cudgels on behalf of this chap
Spire, but he has only taken the oppor-
tunity of getting Spire's version of the
story. The honourable member being a
highly intelligent man, one would have
thought he would first of all make sure
that he got the other side of the story.

Mr. Tonkin: How on earth could I get
it except in the way I did?

Mr. CRAIG: If the honourable member
had only approached me he could have had
a look at the file or the papers. I would
not have hesitated for one moment to make
them available to him. But no! The
honourable member is prepared to accept
this fellow's word and go to town on that,
so much so that he is ready to move that
the Police Vote be reduced by £1 as a
motion of no confidence in the Govern-
ment and in the Police Force, and the way
it is administered. I think it is an insult
to the honourable member's intelligence,
and I oppose the motion.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [2.41 am.]:
Whatever the Minister may think, the
whole crux of the matter is that the laws
he has to administer must be upheld, and
he must do his utmost to see that they
are upheld. In regard to the Totalisator
Agency Board he has been particularly lax,
and this has been most obvious from the
decisions of the court when various matters
have been referred to it. His predecessor,
too, was remiss in not having paid more
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attention to the functions of the board,
and ensuring that it was complying with
the Act under which it is constituted.

If there is anything about which the
Opposition could complain it is the fact
that the T.A.B, has been using the brains
of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
ever since it was established. For my part
the T.A.B. system is a socialistic venture
and I do not want to see it go wrong. I
want to see the Minister administer it as
it should be administered.

Mr. Craig: I think it is all right.
Mr. JAMIESON: We have heard state-

ments tonight, made on oath, that It Is
definitely running illegally. is the Minister
prepared to sit back in his seat and say.
"That is quite all right; it comes under
one of my portfolios, and I am prepared
to see it remain there and continue running
illegally"? The management of the T.A.B.
says that it is running illegally; a member
of the board says it is running illegally:
an agent who gave evidence admitted that
it is running illegally. Is the Minister pre-
pared to admit all that and then say that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition Is
spending far too much energy ferreting
out these matters?

As I have indicated, the court cases that
have been held in the past have proved
that there is a doubt whether this section
of the Minister's department is being ad-
ministered properly. I do not say the
Minister knows about that. That has been
the whole trouble right through. I do not
think Mr. Maher has known enough about
it, and there have been too many on the
board who have put things over him.
However, that is no reason why the Min-
ister should try to shirk his responsibilities
by saying he is quite satisfied with the
administration of the board. The state-
ments quoted tonight were made under
oath; and if the Minister is prepared to
sit back and say that despite all that he
is satisfied with the administration of the
board, then there Is something wrong.

How can the Minister allow those state-
ments to be made and not do something
about it? If these people have been mak-
ing false statements under oath he should
do somethbing about it. He is responsible
for ensuring that the departments which
come under his control are administered
satisfactorily.

Mr. Tonkin: They are not being admin-
istered satisfactorily if they are not up-
holding the law.

Mr. Craig: That is only your view.
Mr. JAMIESON, These statements were

made under oath to a Royal Commissioner.
Mr. Craig: I have not seen them.

Mr. JAMIESON: You have not seen them
but you have heard them quoted.

Mr. Craig: I do not know whether they
are true or not.

Mr. Tonkin: That's a nice thing to say!

Personal Explanation

Mr CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, on a paint
of order I should like to explain myself.
I did not mean to use the expre~sion I
used just now. I did not mean that for
one moment. What I wanted to convey
was that I do not know whether, so far
as the Chairman of the T.AB. is concerned.
they are quoted correctly or not.

Committee Resumed

Mr. JAMIESON: That makes very little
difference. I think there is a case for the
Minister to answer. Those statements
have been made under oath and by officers
who are in the department administered
by himself. I would say that because of
other things that have happened earlier
where the police had taken action, as
compared with the instances of offences
against the T.A.E. regulations where they
have not taken action, the Opposition would
have indeed been remiss if It had failed
to take this opportunity to bring forcibly
to the Minister's notice, even though he
be the most junior Minister of the Govern-
ment, this glaring difference of action.

Mr. Oldfield: The misled Minister.
Mr, JAM[ESON: He is not upholding the

law and not ensuring that his portfolio is
administered as it should be in all Justice
and sincerity.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) (2.46 a.m.l: May I take
it, Mr. Chairman, that this being a sub-
stantive motion, I have the right to reply?
I will be conscious of the time available.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Maning):
Yes; the Deputy Leader of the opposition
may proceed.

Mr. TONKIN: I was disappointed that
the minister made no attempt to stand
up to the charges I made. The whole of
his speech had nothing to do with the
statements I made and the points I made
on the failure of the board to observe the
law. This Is simple enough. I ask any
member: D~oes the Act permit any person
to bet on cr-edit without deposit? If it
does, it is contrary to the intention of
Parliament, which passed the law. If it
does not-and I say it does not-on the
admission of Mr. Maher himself and his
agents People are betting on credit with-
out deposit, and therefore they are not
observing the law. It is as simple as that!

Does the law In this State permit credit
betting without deposit? If it does not,
and we arc assured it does not, on the
admission of Mr. Noel and Mr. Maher,
credit betting is going on in this State
regularly. Therefore, that is illegal, and a
penalty is specifically provided for it. That
is the case the Minister has to answer, and
he never at any stage faced up to it. Surely
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that is no way to deal with the situation!
To refer to the fact that I have been deal-
ing with this subject f or some time is beside
the point. Of course, if it is not redressed
I can be expected to deal with it for some
time and not just throw it in and give it
away because nothing is done. If the
matter had been adjusted in the first place
I would have said nothing more about it.

I want to tell the Minister this: I would
take the same action with regard to the
Potato Board, or any other board, if I
were satisfied that it was acting in con-
travention of the law.

Mr. Craig: I believe that!

Mr. TONKILN: It so happened that I
listened very carefully to the legislation
going through and I was familiar with its
provisions. I became immediately aware
that the board was a law unto itself. I
had to prove that the restrictions imposed
on dividends were contrary to the law.
Nobody would listen to me here. Mr.
Maher gave his reasons and the Crown
Law Department advised the Government
that it was all right. But what happened
when it went to the court? The court
upheld the view I had expressed; namely,
that the regulation was ultra ires and,
upon appeal, the appeal court upheld the
court's decision. If it had not gone to
the court the Minister would have sailed
blithely on on the opinion expressed by Mr.
Maher and the Crown Law Department,
and I would have been blamed if I had
dared to refer to it.

One has to continue to refer to these
matters if one is to get anywhere, and it is
remarkable how long it takes in some
instances to get the right thing done.
Take, for instance, that very important
matter, the Electoral Districts Act. We
were not supposed to know anything about
that. There were all sorts of opinions
trotted out here that what the Government
was doing was all right and we could do
nothing about it. But what happened
finally? A unanimonus decision was given in
the court Lere, which was upheld on ap-
peal, that the Ministers were not observing
the law. That was the decision! We were
told all along that the Ministers were ob-
serving the law.

Did we not put in as much time on that
matter, proving that we were correct, as
we did on this one? There is no other way.
If one is satisfied that one is right one has
to keep fighting to establish it. Why it
should be so, I do not know. I am as
certain as I stand here that if the two
points I raised were challenged in the
court the decision of the court would prove
me to be correct; namely, that the Total-
isator Board is betting illegally. Whilst
other people who bet illegally are fined
heavily, no action is taken against the
board for the simple reason that the board
will not authorise it. What a situation to
be in!

I would have appreciated it more if the
Minister had made some attempt to dis-
Pose of the argument I advanced. But
instead of that he introduced all sorts of
side issues which did not touch the question
at all; namely, the length of time I have
been dealing with this, the turnover of
the T.AB., and things of that kind, which
have nothing to do with this question.

Do we, as members of Parliament believe
that the laws which we pass should be
observed by everybody; and if action is
taken to enforce the laws that action be
taken against everybody who does not obey
them? That is the first thing. The next is
that when the lawr is not being observed.
should not someone get busy to take action
in connection with it instead of trying to
argue away that everything in the garden
is lovely and one need not worry about It?

I know how I would feel if I were the
person who got a month's gaol for stealing
5s. worth of cool drink, and I became
aware that an employee of the T.A.B. had
stolen £500, and no action had been taken
against him.

There again one has a case. Did the
TA.B, compound a crime? That is an
offence against the Criminal Code. Did
the T.A.B., in that case, where £500 was
stolen without any prosecution being
issued, compound a crime? If it did, why
has not action been taken against It for
doing so? We are told that on omr-
passionate grounds it was decided not to
take any action against the employee. If,
on similar grounds, I arranged with some-
one to withhold information from the
police and the police did not take the line
they were required to take, that would be
compounding a crime. Those are the
things we are complaining about on this
side; namely, that the law should be
enforced without fear or favour irrespect-
ive of who the person or organisation is.

It becomes far worse when a public
authority Is flouting the law; and that
is the situation in this case. We have a
public authority, with ministerial control,
openly and regularly betting illegally;
flouting the law, for which a penalty is
provided specifically. But no action is
taken. We only have to ask ourselves:
Does the law permit credit betting without
a deposit? If it does not, then, on the
admission of Mr. Noel and Mr. Maher.
credit betting without a deposit is going
on in Western Australia, and no action is
taken against it.

Motion Put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes-20
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mvr.
M~r.

Bickerton
Brady
Cu rren
Davies
Pletcher
Graham
Hlawke
Heal
W. Hegtev
Jamisonh

M-V. Kelly
Mr. D. U. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberrv
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. "Jay

(relief I
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Mr. Novell
Mrr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
MrL Court
Mr. Craig
Mr, Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hart
Mr. Nearman

Noes-fl
Dr. Henn
Mr. 1EutchinSon
Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Runcmnen
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Neil

(Tetli
Pairs

Ayes Noes
Mr. Evans Mr. Burt
Mr. Rall Mr. Nlmmo
Mr. Sewell Mr. Croinmelin

Majority against-2.
Motion thus negatived.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) f2.57 a.m.]
There is one matter to which I wish to
refer. It deals with transfers on motor
vehicles. I raised this with the com-
mnissioner some years ago through the
then Minister, who agreed some action
would be taken to provide a better type
of transfer. No doubt members will have
noticed that the transfers on cars belong-
ing to visitors from the Eastern States are
of a much better quality, they retain their
colour much longer than those provided
here.

I have in my hand a commercial trans-
fer which has been issued for the Empire
Games; and this, too, is of a much better
quality than those provided for motor
vehicles in Western Australia. As memn-
bers know, there are also other types of
transfers which deal with advertising, both
commercial and in relation to the insignia
of football clubs and so on, which are
usually provided by garage proprietors.
These, too, are far superior to those issued
by the Police Traffic Department.

It is high time we came into line with
the type of transfer issued In the Eastern
States. When I went over to the Eastern
States in a car, the transfer of this car
had lost quite a bit of its colour after being
in use for a short while, and all that could
be seen was the numbering. This con-
stantly caused the police to ask where the
car came from.

These transfers should be clear and of
good colour;, they should be quite easily
observed, and of good quality. I cannot
understand why some steps have not been
taken to improve the quality of these
transfers; because the commissioner indi-
cated that the department was testing
another type of transfer to see whether
or not it was suitable. A transfer of good
quality would give an indication that we
were up with the other States in this
matter; and I hope something will be done
to improve the shoddy type of transfer
that is issued at the moment.

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay-Minister for
Police) [3.4 a.m.J: I have not heard of any
complaints officially. thaugh I have heard
them Individually-as I have done tonight.

I will follow this matter up, and see what
can be done about the points raised by
the member for Beelco. If he could let
me have the transfer sticker he was show-
ing the Committee a moment ago it would
be a great help.

Vote put and passed,
Vote: State Abattoirs and Sale Yards,

£162,472-put and passed.
Vote: Railways, £117,220,000-
MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for

Railways) L23.5 am.]: it was my hope that
I would have the opportunity to present
to members a detailed survey of the rail-
way system over the last five years. How-
ever, it would be unfair to inflict such
a survey on members at this stage of the
proceedings, because I estimate it would
take 45 minutes.

I want, however, to make this observa-
tion: The financial results of the railway
system have shown a tremendous improve-
ment over the last few years. Some mem-
bers will have studied the comparative
statement of the financial results that was
tabled earlier In the session, in anticipa-
tion of the annual report.

Summarised, it means this: In 1958 the
deficit, as per the commercial accounting
system that is used in the annual report,
was in round figures £:5.4 million; in 1959,
it was £5.047 million; in 1960, it was £4.396
million; in 1961, it was £3.247 million; and
in 1962, it was £2 .409 million. These
figures are presented cn the commercial
basis and reflect the adjustment of debtors
and creditors, whereas the accounts actu-
ally appearing in the Estimates under
consideration are on the normal Treasury
cash basis.

This year the revenue is expected to be
less than that of last ycar, because of the
incidence of wheat haiuIage. The current
period of the year heas been a very quiet
one, because the great bulk of the harvest
was shifted to the seaboard by August. Dur-
ing September. October, and the first part
of November no wheat has been shifted by
the railways to any great extent. That
has had an Impact, and has enabled such
muatters as leave to be taken care of to a
greater degree, and also a certain amount
of internal haulage of the system to be
undertaken.

The railway system for this part of the
year is running well on budget. With the
increased traffic expected from what we
hope will be a. record harvest, the results
for the year ending the 30th June, 1963,
should be at least up to, if not better than,
budgeted.

I need not go into further detail than
to say this: We have a lot to be thankful
for in having the type of commissioner
which we have to run the railways. It
has been the objective of the Government
to keep politics out of the railways, which
has bedevilled this system for so long. We
have encouraged the commissioner and his
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staff to fallow commercial Principles. This
they have done with considerable success,
as demonstrated by the type of business
they have been able to attract back to the
railways, as of merit rather than by statu-
tory direction.

The visit of the commissioner abroad
will make its impact on the railway sys-
tem for generations to come. He is still
working on the details of his research and
will take up his normal duties as commis-
sioner on the 26th of this month. It has
meant a breakaway from the daily routine
for him, and I think this will pay tre-
mendous dividends. During the Period he
was away the deputy commissioner, Mr.
Cedric Stewart, did a first-class job in
looking after the day-to-day administra-
tion of the railways, so as to allow the
commissioner some time to get down to
basic thinking, which is so important in
planning the future of this system.

Contrary to what the member for Vic-
toria Park said earlier this session, Mr.
Wayne does give full credit for what is done
by his team. I have not known a man
to be a greater team-man than he. Mr.
Wayne is a modest man, very anxious to
encourage and praise the men working with
him. He does not regard them as working
under him, but with him. He has devoted
all his life to railway systems, and spends
a tremendous number of hours on the job.
He is always on call, including Saturdays
and Sundays, and if one wanted to phone
him after seven in the morning one would
not find him at home but at his office. He
has set a tremendous example to his staff.

I do not know of any commissioner who
has travelled more throughout the railway
system, in getting to know the type of
men employed by the department-those
working in the gangs and small stations.
He has built up a good team around him.
and a good team spirit. Over the last
three years I have noticed a great change
in the department, and in the enthusiasm
shown by the men who are away from the
day-to-day supervision of heads of branches
and the commissioner. That Is the only way
a system like this can work successfully,
when the men work because they have re-
gard for the good of the system and do
not do the work just for their bread and
butter.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [3.11 arni: I
appeal to the Minister and to the com-
missioner to recognise the fact that a
tremendous amount of money is tied up
in the railway system, and much more is
to follow. The Minister can rest assured
that in the Railway Institute and the
organisations associated with it he has the
basis for setting up something of tre-
mendous value to the railways in years to
come.

I understand that the Institute conducts
many classes which are open to the staff
of the department. The staff have to
return in their own time, in order to obtain

the necessary information to enable them
to sit for examinations in safe-working.
station accounts, telegraphy, timetable and
rostering, St. John ambulance work, etc.
Quite a number of young men undertake
study with enthusiasm initially, but only
continue for a short while because they
want to participate in sport and recreation
during their leisure hours.

The department pays between £15,000
and £11,000 to help the activities of the
Railway Institute, and I think the depart-
ment gets very goad value for that money
in providing class instructors and so on.
Much more activity has to be cardied on
in the railway education classes so that
students in the system, particularly those
in the metropolitan area, can derive the
maximum benefit. For many years the
object of the institute was to provide
recreation; that is. to set up libraries and
billiard rooms. In recent times it has
formed bowling clubs. I attended the
annual meeting of the Railway Institute
last week, and the emphasis by all the
speakers, including the representative of
the commissioner, was placed on the Ima-
portance of education.

An amount of £50,000,000 has already
been sunk in the railways, and an amount
-revealed by the Minister in his statement
made during the opening ceremony of the
standard gauge project-of £41,000,000 will
follow. The Premier referred to an amount
of £81,000,000, so I am not sure what the
total investment in the railways will be.
Assuming a further £41,000,000 is to be
spent on the railway system in Western
Australia, there will in all be £90,000,000,
invested.

It is up to everyone concerned to ensure
that the railway system functions like a
clock, so that there will be no wastage in
the economy of the department. One of
the best ways to achieve this result is to
give the staff maximum training possible.
The railways will have to do what most of
the other commercial concerns have been
doing for a long time. For instance, the
banks are sending staff to the Eastern
States to step up their knowledge of bank-
ing, accountancy, administration, public
relations, personal relations, and so on.
I feel that the Minister and the commis-
sioner would be well advised to start giving
the staff full-time training, instead of
allowing them to try to get a little extra
knowledge in their own time in order that
they may apply that knowledge for the
benefit of the railways.

In the interests of the railways and their
future economy I would urge the Minister
to encourage men who are interested in
education by having those registered in
various classes given full-time training in
departmental time. If that were done.
a lot of them would become officers of
whom the department could be proud and
they could be placed in the various sections
as the necessity arose.
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I would remind the Minister that the
Financial News of the 1st November, states
that in America there are 600 railway
systems and they are in a terrible condi-tion. So much so, that the President of the
United States of America has set out to try
to arrange a balance by 1964 in order to re-
trieve the position. They are trying to
amalgamate with one another to save the
position in some cases. The same thing
exists to some extent in England, where
great difficulties have been experienced
because of the competition of road trans-
port. In the Argentine the same position
applies.

I could enlarge on that position, but at
this late hour-3.30 a.m.-T do not intend
to do so. But I wish to draw the attention
of the Minister to the facts so he will
appreciate what the position in Western
Australia can be in five to 10 years' time if
something is not done to ensure that the
employees of the railways are given an
opportunity to improve their education in
regard to railway activities.

I think the Minister himself said that
he desires to see the railways operated
on commercial principles. He knows
that the men have to be trained to the nth
degree; and so that this may be done I
would urge the Minister to forthwith con-
sult with the commissioner to see whether
more money can be placed at the disposal
of the institute committee so the tralnfiig
of these men can be commenced immedi-
ately, even in the simple matter of public
speaking and public relations.

To my mind, these are things of which
a lot of the railway men have no great
knowledge at all. This has been evident
at some of the functions which I have
attended; and it applies equally as much
to the railway heads. I remember that
when the Koongamia railway station was
opened about three years ago hardly one
of the officials was able to make an address
to the public-a simple thing like that.
That is only one of a multiplicity of
activities which could be taught to rail-
way employees. If they had the kow-
ledge they would do justice to their jobs.
They would do better work for the rail-
ways.

When one considers the ramifications of
the Railways Department It has to be
acknowledged it is something like a minia-
ture Government Itself; and one can see
the necessity for a full training. I remem-
ber that a few years ago, when the Con-
troller of Stores retired, a man had to be
taken from a different branch to be put in
control of the railway stores where millions
of pounds of public money are involved. At
the time, that man probably did not have
a great deal of knowledge of stores control,
but he was one who could be relied upon.
He was enthusiastic and industrious, and
the department knew he would be able to
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do the job with the assistance of the other
men who had the extra knowledge to see
him through.

That seems to be typical of what goes
on; and even at this late hour I urge the
Minister to do something for the Railway
Institute and support it in a big way. I
would like to see men from all over the
State sent to the Eastern States and over-
seas countries so that the administration
of the railways will become 100 per cent.
efficient. I look forward to the day when
the commissioner will be chosen from our
local men. There is no reason at all why
we should go outside of Western Australia
to get a commissioner. With the exception
of Mr. Wayne in recent years we have had
some commissioners who could not have
been worse. I am pleased to say that
the average railwayman has an apprecia-
tion of what Mr. Wayne is doing; and as
far as I can see he, with his heads, attend
various functions from time to time and he
is showing some appreciation of what the
men are trying to do.

There is one type of education which the
Minister might have some regard for; he
might even take a course-. I refer to a
course in the Humanities. At the moment
there arc aboui 5,000 railwaymen who
consider they are suffering a grave injustice
by the fact that they are not able to re-
ceive an extra week's annual leave, and, by
the fact that their margins are in many
cases much less than is the case in the
Eastern States: and by the fact that their
conditions are not up to the level of those
in the standard States, which we hear so
much about. Therefore, the Minister and
some of the heads in the railways should
take a course in the Humanities to stave
off some of the difficulties which will be
with us in a very short time.

As surely as night follows day, I can
see a great deal of industrial upheaval
looming. Let me remind the Minister that
during the time he has occupied that
position the number of staff has been re-
duced by many hundreds. As a conse-
quence the Railways Department has saved
thousands and thousands of pounds. In
addition to that, as proved earlier in the
session, the Commissioner of Railways and
his heads of staff are reluctant to employ
men who have suffered an injury, even
though they have done 12 or 13 years or
more of hard work in the railways. The
finances of the railways have improved by
about £1,200,000. That is the money the
Railways Department has received because
of the employees whose services have been
dispensed with without replacements being
made.

There will be trouble in this State unless
something is done in regard to giving the
railway employees extra leave and greater
margins. I hope the Minister will think
about that side of It: and in order to stave
off the evil day he might consider, as I
said before, having some class in regard
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to the Humanities in order that the Gov-
ernment of the day, when handling the
raiilwaymen, can see the other side of the
picture as well as Its own side.

I congratulate the Minister on making a
brief speech. I realise that he could have
spoken on railway matters for the next
three-Quarters of an hour without any
difficulty, having regard for the great step
forward that the railways are about to
take. However, he had regard for the fact
that we have been here for over 15 hours.
In those circumstances I will not speak any
longer as other matters have been referred
to in the debate on the Loan Estimates.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) (3.25
a.m.]: It was my desire to be able to
submit to members a detailed statement
of the staff deficiencies in the railways,
particularly as applying to the salaried
staff. However, bearing in mind that the
Minister spared us a lengthy detailed
account of the financial situation of the
railways, I will, to some extent, spare
members much of the detail I have
gathered. I have been waiting to submit
this information ever since the Estimates
were presented.

Before I say anything in regard to the
staff position, I would like to comment on
the commissioner. Earlier in the session I
made some criticism that some of the work
done by men in the lower grades of the
railways was not receiving the recognition
which was due to it. I have subsequently
read an interjection made by the Minister,
for Railways and I feel that In my reply
I might have given the 'mprevsl-n at +he
time that I1 did not believe the commis-
sioner was efficient. Of course that is not
the pos-Ltion. I believe that Mr. Wayne
has done a very good job for the railways.
Certainly he has had every facility pro-
vided for him, but he has made the fullest
use a.f these facilities and has acheived
the desired result. I have the greatest
respect for him.

However, what I said then still applies
in respect of what people have said to me.
Since I made that speech, Mr. Wayne has
read the comments in Hansard and was
good enough to ring me up and invite me
to take to him the people to whom I had
referred during the Address- in-Reply
debate. He asked me for the names of
the people; but I would not supply them
because if I had done so I would have been
betraying their confidence. The people had
expressed their personal feelings to me and
there was no need for the names to be
supplied. As a matter of fact, I do not
think the commissioner should have asked
for them.

Mr. Wayne made me an offer. He said
that 'f ever I had any complaints from
railwi'ymen at any time, his door was
always open to me, and I could either take
the people concerned to him or I could

discuss the matters personally with him. I
appreciated that gesture very much, and
I assured him that on any future occasion
I would take the matter immediately to
himr.

I repeat that I have a high regard for
Mr. Wayne, and r never intended in that
debate to indicate he was anything but
efficient. However, the way the comments
read in Mansard they could be construed
in another way and I wanted to clarify
the situation.

The position of staff generally has
caused great concern to the Railway
Officers' Union over many years. I know
from personal experience that the diffi-
culties are continuing unabated. Unfor-
tunately, over the year a lack of compe-
tition with the railways transport had
developed a spirit of indifference amongst
the employees. Also, of course, during the
depression years the economy factor, which
was always the prime factor as far as
administration was concerned, did not do
anything to improve the situation. The
two combined-the indifference on the
one hand, and on the other, the endeavour
by the administration to economise-have
created serious deficiencies which have
never been righted.

Over the last decade, the constant cry
has been economy. Apropos of this, I notice
from a reply to a question the other day
that the department is even going so far
as to remove the lights from railway
stations. This Is being done in order to
save £400 or £500 a year, which is chicken
feed compared with the railway budget.
I feel that is one of the most disgusting
and senseless economies ever to have been
put into effect.

However, in regard to economy, there is
a stage reached, which affects staff, when
no further economies can be effected. I
believe we reached that point some time
ago, and now it is becoming a burden
to us. Over the years the unions have
advised, pleaded, and argued In an endea-
vour to have some improvement made in
the staff position. The suggestion that the
staff situation was not capable of provid-
ing for transfers was decried by the
commissioner-again because it would not
be economic to provide more staff.

The fact that no provision could be
made for sick leave amongst the salaried
staff of 1,700 was, to my mind, ridiculous.
Once again it was stated to be a question
of economy. Leave could not be cleared
because the cost of providing sufficient
staff was beyond the bound of economy.

Of course, the union itself has not been
idle all this time. Because of the lateness
of the hour I will not detail all or the action
that has been taken. However, I have
letters here, dating right back to 1958, and
indicating that the matter was taken up
with the commissioner, the chief traffic
manager, and other chief administrative

I
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officers. All manner of complaints regard-
ing staff shortages from one end of the
State to the other have been discussed.

One of the complaints which was brouczht
to the notice of the commissioner continu-
ally over the last few years was that
wages men were relieving men in salaried
positions merely because there were in-
sufficient salaried staff to allow necessary
leave-sick, annual, and long service-to
be cleared. The union continued to take
up the matter of the great accumulation
of leave that had occurred in the various
sections. In one section alone for in-
stance-the commercial section, which Is
relatively small-there were 49 weeks of
accrued annual leave and 208 weeks of
accrued long service leave in November,
1960.

This situation has not improved, and
even as recently as last July a letter was
written to the Secretary for Railways
pointing out that his optimism in regard
to the clearing of leave had not been proved
justified. That was In regard to just one
small section in the metropolitan area.
The same situation applied in the Great
Southern district, the Collie district, and
many others, details of which I nave here
and had been intending to submit. The
department had been hoping and praying
that something would happen to enable
it to extricate itself from the muddle in
which it had placed itself in regard to
staff. In effect, however, the position is
only getting worse.

There is a clause in the award which
demands that the leave roster shall be
exhibited by the 30th September each year.
This provision has been ignored time and
time again; and even when rosters are
exhibited, they often do not contain all
the details required, and if a man's leave
is cancelled he is not then re-rostered for
his leave during the appropriate period.
Again this situation is blamed on to econo-
my and the shortage of staff. Not very
much attention is being paid to the incon-
venience to the men concerned.

Another aspect related to the shortage of
staff-and I am going over all these matters
extremely quickly because of the lateness
of the hour-is that transfers are delayed
for long periods; sometimes even as much
as 18 months expires before a man ap-
pointed to a job can actually take up that
Job. The reason is that there is no-one
to fill his position in his old job. This
situation has a snowxballing effect right
down the line.

I mentioned this matter during the de-
bate on the Estimates last year, if I re-
member rightly, but still we have found
it necessary to take the matter up again
In 1962 with the chief traffic manager.
On the 8th January, 1962, we reminded
him that the stationmazter at owalia was
still, after six months, awaiting transfer.

Then, of course, apart from the shortage
of staff, there are deficiencies in housing
and in connection with other matters con-
eernjng staff welfare. Once again I will not
detail them all. There is a whole list here
dating from 1959 to 1962 of representa-
tions which have been made with very
little success. The reply has often been
that this policy has been brought about
by shortage of staff -And by the fact that
junior clerks will not stay with the rail-
ways. I believe that the railways should
do something about keeping them in the
service; and it is not doing very much. It
could make the job much more attractive
than it does.

I refer to the recent proceedings which
were held when a claim for a new award
was before the Railways Classification
Board. On the 27th July, 1952, there is an
extract from the minutes where Mr.
MeKerrow, the departmental counsel, is
speaking. I am not knocking him, be-
cause he is one of the toughest advocates
one could come up against in a court. He
'was doing what he uan supposed to do
for the department, and he did it very
efficiently. He said-

rained staff in. the Traffic Branch
at the present time presents, and no
doubt will continue to present, a prob-
lem. There is a great reluctance on
the part of juniors to go to the coun-
try nowadays. If a lad takes the
trouble to qualify als a station officer
he can expect immediate appointment
when he turns 21. However, we find
that the great majority of boys pur-
posely avoid completing their studies
in the full subjects required for the
Traffic Branch with the obvious Pur-
pose of not being eligible for service
at country stations as a station officer.

He was reflecting on the department's
attitude. The Chairman of the Classifi-
cation Board was Mr. W. J. Wallwork. I1
will read to the House the following ex-
change which took place: -

The Chairman: On that point do
you not think the department should
be constructive about It and hold out
inducements and incentives to these
boys if they are reluctant to go out?
You have presented nothing that I
have noticed all the way through these
issues for the first time which could
be regarded as a forward step. Your
approach to everything suggested by
the union Is negative and in opposi-
tion. You do not put anything up
Yourself to help the situation.

Mr. MeKerrow: I propose to deal
with the measures taken by the de-
partment.

The Chairman: Have you anything
to offer? You have never offered an
increase or an added inducement to
a youth; it always comes from the
union side. Why can not the Com-
missioner's side be aL bit progressive?
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Mr. LvcKenrow: With that-
The Chairman: You are always try-

ing to break down the Union's case.'Why not put something forward?
You know that the board is here to
hear suggestions from bath sides on
what they think should be done: but
so long as I have been sitting on the
board the attitude of the Commission
has been to break down thne union's
case and not put forward anything
constructive.

I will not bore the House with the rest
of the details. In my opinion, Mr. Wall-
work's comments should receive some
attention. He has been chairman of the
board in excess of ten years, and he has
been a fair and a just chairnan. You do
not get anywhere with him unless you put
up a substantial case.

There has been considerable debate at
other times on the attitude of the de-
partment. The departmental representa-
tive, Mr. Gates, was critical of some of the
facts which were advanced by the com-
mission.

To sum up, the most interesting point is
that in delivering the minutes the Chair-
man of the Classification Board, (Mr.
Waliwork) said-

The board remains concerned at the
dissatisfaction which is apparent at
the Commission's failure to measure
up to the clearance of leave generally.
The lag is also affecting transfers of
officers. It would seem that better
organisation within branches coupled
with the appointment of sufficient re-
lief officers would remove much of the
present discontent. Now is the time
that the matter should be taken in
hand because the accumulation of
leave will be aggravated if three weeks
becomes the general standard by this
time next year. The Board cannot
be nxpected to withhold general stan-
dards just for the reason that the
machinery of the department is not
adequate to cope with the situation.

Those are the feelings af the board. On
that occasion it refused an application for
three weeks' leave. The chairnan said
that he was not going to deny a request
in the future simply because the depart-
ment was unable to clear annual leave.
He indicated he was going to maintain
a standard whatever the consequences to
the department.

r regret I have insufficient time, due to
the lateness of the hour, to detail all the
information in my possesion. It would
show that while the union has been con-
tinually pressing the commission, the evi-
dence is that the commission has not tried
to do anything to ease the staff position.
We have to take some cognisance of the
warning issued by the chairman of the

board and of the attitude of the Rail-
ways Commission. If we do not have suf-
ficient trained officers it wrill have a great
bearing on the future of the railways.

The member for Swan referred to some
of the appointments which had been made
in the past, particularly in connection
with administrative positions. I have had
experience with regard to the appoint-
ment of Comptroller of Stores. This branch
has seemed to be the happy hunting ground
over the years for men who have rendered
good and faithf ul service to the railways.
It seemed to be a position in which the
department would put someone who was
capable and efficient, but who was certainly
not a storekeeper. The general opinion
seems to be that anyone can be a store-
keeper; but that, of course, is not a fact.

The Royal Commissioner, Mr. A. 0.
Smith, who investigated the Railways, was
critical of some of the methods and prac-
tices followed by the Stores Branch over
the years. Mr. Smith was, I thought, a
little unduly critical; but when we come
to consider the position, I wonder myself
that the situation was not worse than it
was made out to be by Mr. Smith. The
Comptroller of Stores has, for the past 20
years, been a person appointed from out-
side the stores branch.

Not only were comptrollers appointed
from outside the branch, but in one in-
stance an "outsider" was appointed to the
No. 2 administrative position. There was
a chief clerk in the Civil Engineer's
Branch, Mr. McCracken, who was appoint-
ed to the position at one time. The excuse
was that there was a good deal of civil
engineering materials in the Stores Branch
and that Mr. McCracken's knowledge would
be useful.

Then, regarding appointments to Comp-
troller, there was Mr. Hickey, who had
been Commercial Agent. He was Comp-
troller of Stores for quite a long while.
Following him there was Mr. George Fruin
-a very excellent ralwayman, but not
experienced in storekeeping. He had been
district engineer at Narrogin. Mr. Fruin
was a fine fellow, for whom I bad a great
deal of admiration. it was only natural,
though, that he would have to feel his
way about in the stores for a long time to
find out what the Procedures were.

Following Mr. Fruin we have had Mr.
Charles Gates who, once again, is a very
good officer. He is an excellent traffic
officer, possibly one of the best traffic offi-
cers in the railways. He was sent over-
seas to investigate railway practices on
the traffic side. He was fully qualified In
all aspects of traffic work, and because of
those qualifications apparently he was
made Comptroller of Stores.

Is it any wonder that the stores can get
into a mess when the chief administrative
officers are appointed under those condi-
tions? it amazes me that they operate at
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all. I give the men in the branch their due
that once the outcry over these appoint-
ments has subsided, they were always
loyal to the appointees. But that is not
good enough. There must be a little cool-
ness before they finally acknowledge the
fact that the promotion has once more
not come from their branch; but now that
Mr. Gates has been appointed to an im-
portant position in connection with the
standard gauge project maybe their hopes
will be realised.

I think Mr. Gates would be over 60, and
I do not know whether the work he has
to do will be completed before it is time
for him to retire. I believe he is admir-
ably suited to the type of job to which
he has been appointed, and the position
of a successor to him as Comptroller of
Stores is now unider consideration.

I fear there is some conspiracy here, and
I wonder whether the appointment has
been made. Applications closed a fort-
night before last Friday, I think, yet the
appointment has not been announced. I
am putting in a plea for the appointment
to be made from within the branch.
There are good officers there who have
had a lifetime of stores' experience and
who have successfully relieved in the chief
administrative position on many occasions.
Only just recently whilst the comptroller
was on other work someone within the
branch relieved him, and I believe that
such a person could adequately do the
job, and in fact do it better than any
comptroller has done over the past 15-20
years.

For the good of the railways, for the good
of the branch, and as a reward for the ser-
vice that these men have given under the
outside people who have been appointed
as comptrollers over the years, I believe it
is time for the department to prove it has
enough faith in the officers who have been
trained in the stores branch to give them
an opportunity to show that they can run
the branch.

I believe some of the applicants may be
about the same age as Mr. Gates, although
I do not know. That may be used as an
excuse for not appointing them; but I do
not think it should be so used, and they
should not be deprived of the job when
they can do it and do it well. We must
bear in mind, too, that Mr. Gates will
possibly be due to retire in a couple of
years; and if it was good enough to ap-
point him to a senior position it is good
enough to appoint someone from the stores
branch to be head of that section, even if
the man appointed, like Mr. Gates. has
only a short time before he retires.

MRt. D. G. MAY (Canning) [3.48 a.m.]:
I shall not apologise for rising to speak at
this early hour of the morning, although
I appreciate members' feelings. I shall be
brief In what I have to say and I will get
through it as quickly as possible. I have

done a. lot of research into the questionf
and I have been waiting for the oppor-
tunity to make a few comments on the
Minister's speech on the railway estimates.

Unfortunately, the Minister pointed out
either yesterday or the day before that
the annual report of the Railways Depart-
ment was not available; therefore mast of
the information I desire to quote comes
from the financial statement for 1962-63.

A terrific amount of attention is being
focused on the standard gauge railway
Project at the moment; and whilst I
appreciate that this is necessary, and I
am fully in accord with the step being
taken in regard to the standard gauge,
I feel insufficient attention has been
focused on the general position of the
Railways Department.

The Minister has Pointed out that the
annual report of the department will show
a definite improvement in railway finances.
That may be so; but before we look at the
financial side of the railways I think we
should look at the tonnages which have
been carted by the department over the
last few years. It is all very well to say
that our financial returns are much better
this year or last year than they were in
previous years;, but we must have regard
for the fact that there was a rise in rail-
way freights as from the 1st September,
1960. Therefore, I would like to make a
few comments regarding the actual ton-
nages that have been carted over the years.

From the year 1957-58 there has been
a great increase in wheat haulage, and we
must be thankful for that; because, as a
consequence, the Railways Department
has obtained indirect benefit by way of
the cartage of agricultural machinery and
so on purchased by primary producers
because of the good harvests they have
had.

The "all other goods" section of the
Railways Department financial statements
covers the higher class traffic such as
groceries, beer, wines, spirits, and so on.
It means goods which are high in value.
and it is on that type of freight the Rail-
ways Department relies to offset the haul-
age of the lower class freight such as
super, wheat, and so on. If members wan;
to check the figures I am about to quote
they will find them in the financial state-
ment.

In 1957-58 the amount of "all other
goods" carted by the W.A.G.R. was
897,438 tons, and in 1959-60 the figure rose
to 988,350 tons, an increase of 90,912 tons
between 1957-58 and 1959-60. 1 would
emaphasise the fact that this was "all other
goods" and it is on this type of freight that
the department relies to offset the lower
freighted commodities. In 1959-60, as I
said, the tonnage of other goods was
988,350 tons, but in 1961-62 the tonnage
carted was 963,499 tons, a decrease of
24,851 tons.
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I quote those figures to show members
that although the Minister has said the
Railways Department is going ahead in
leaps and bounds that is not actually
borne out by the tonnages being carted at
Present. We have improvements in the
way of roiling stock. locomotives, and the
economies being effected so far as the
wages and salaries staff are concerned.
and the normal wastage of staff. That
contributes considerably to the improved
financial Position of the W.A.G.R.

Some of the other items carted by the
railways, and in which the tonnage ha~s
decreased since 1959 are groceries, ber.
agricultural machinery, hardware, chaf
firewood, local and imported timber, n
fruit and vegetables. So members can see
that the Railways flepartment is not
getting very far in improving its position
with regard to the type of traffic required
to offset the lower class traffic.

The tonnage of wheat hauled is increas-
ing; and, naturally, as a consequence, there
has been an increase in the tonnage of
superphosphate carted. But the depart-
ment wants to cart a lot mare of the other
items-the higher class traffic-which
offsets this lower class traffic. Therefore
I think something should be done In the
railways to enable its officers to get out and
secure some of this traffic.

It is of no use the department simply
maintaining the amount of traffic it has
now; it not only has to maintain that
traffic but it must also endeavour to in-
crease the tonnages of goods it hauls.
There are public relations officers stationed
at various points. I think there is one at
Merredin. one at Albany, and one at Bun-
bury, and the duties of these officers is to
go around the various districts to try to
obtain further trade or business for the
W.A.G.R. These public relations officers
are doing a good job. but the department
is sending a boy on a man's errand, because
these men are only class 3 and 4 officers.
When they arrive at the various districts
to ply for business for the Railways De-
partment they run up against other staff
who are classified first and second-class
officers and quite a lot of exception has
been taken to these railway officers.

There is a good deal of insularity in the
various branches of the Railways Depart-
ment, and I feel there should be more in-
tegration. There has been quite a, bit of
unrest among railway workers. They feel
that certain branches are being favoured
as ngainst others, and I think it is time
the administration tried to adopt a realis-
tic approach to the Problem.

The member for Victoria Park pointed to
the staff difficulties and I will not con-
tinue in the same vein to any great extent.
However, some method should be evolved
in the Rlailways Department to deal with
the transfer of salaried officers in much the
same way as the locomotive drivers are

treated. When a transfer of certain loco-
motive drivers is to be made to country
centres they serve there for only a certain
time. They know full well that when they
are transferred to a certain centre they
will be returning to Perth within a speci-
fled period. Fjr example, a locomotive
driver is sent to Mullewa for about three
Years and to Merredin for approximately
18 months.

Those drivers are quite satisfied to be
transferred to those centres knowing that
eventually they will be returned to Perth.
They leave their wives and families in
Perth and their transfer does not upset
their family life to any great extent
because they know that they will be re-
turning to Perth. In the early days of
the Railways Department, going back to
the years before the war and those just
after the war, the normal method of pro-
motion among the salaried staff was for
a junior to go to the country as soon as
he turned 21. His ambition was to go to
the country because he was able to
advance in various grades and then return
to the city and take up a reasonable
position in the suburbs.

The present position is that juniors will
not go to the country centres. The
majority of them are studying for exami-
nations in Perth; but there have been in-
stances in the Railways Department of
boys, even those who are half-way through
their examinations, being sent to the coun-
try. I cannot see any reason why the
Railways Department cannot let a young
lad finish his examinations before he is
transferred to the country. There is
something wrong with a state of affairs
such as that.

I worked with some of these las&, and
they were very good officers. One of them
obtained a position with M.M.A. in its
Darwin branch or in Broome. He has
since completed his accountancy course
and he is an officer who Is well thought
of by that firm. Until some method Is
evolved whereby salaried officers who go
to the country are guaranteed their
return to Perth we will have a serious
position arising; it is most acute at the
moment.

The member for Victoria Park pointed
out the position In the commercial office.
Without fear of contradiction I would say
it is one of the hardest-worked offices in
the Railways Department. It is mainly
through the efforts of the officers of this
section that, over the years, an improve-
ment has been made on the commercial
side of the railways.

In that section an officer was unable
to obtain any leave. From 1957 to 1961
1 tried to get leave whilst I was in that
office. Every time an officer applied for
leave he was told there was no chance of
its being granted because there was no
relief officer available to take his Place.
Those officers accepted that decision and
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they carried on. However, if one were to
compile some statistics on the number of
times officers were absent through sick-
ness in that section, I am sure the Min-
ister would be surprised at the actual
result that would be obtained.

I think all Governments are faced with
the same problem when it comes to
making a decision to increase railway
freights. I know the hue and cry that
went up in 1960 when railway freights
were increased. I also know that it was
not the intention of the Railways Depart-
ment to increase the freights. At that
particular time the department felt that
that was niot the solution to the problem
of an improvement in railway finance.

The figures I quoted previously show the
effect that any increase in railway freights
has. Immediately there is a dropping-off
of railway traffic. Even though we have
a transport board in this State and the
Act is policed reasonably well, we still
have instances of farmers or a few local
carriers in country centres travelling down
to the metropolitan area and carting back
goods, which they consider is best for them.

I would like to point out to members
the precis that was compiled recently on
the assessment of costs in relation to
rates. It reads as follows:-

The road operator is able to, with
a good degree of accuracy, assess the
cost of performing a particular service,
whereas in railway operation it is
impracticable to determine what por-
tion of the costs can be attributed
to facilities which are jointly used by
passenger and goods services. In addi-
tion, maintenance, depreciation and
interest charges have to be appor-
tioned.

While the road man can do this
he can select specific traffic over a
selected route and quote competitive
rates. On the other hand, railway
rates are framed in accordance with
Government policy with factors such
as assistance to industry, effect of
freight on basic wage, Grants Commis-
sion findings, and ability to pay, etc.,
all being taken into consideration.

So it can be seen that road transport has
the edge on the Railways Department be-
cause it can Pick the eyes out of the
lucrative traffic, whereas the Railways De-
partment must run a scheduled service.
No matter what types of goods are offering
each day, the trains must run a scheduled
service. So it is obvious that thbo imtntus
into railway rcrcnute are great when one
looks at the way road transport is affecting
the traffic of the railways.

I will not continue much longer. I
realise the hour is late. I have a great
deal of detail I would like to have men-
tioned, hut I realise it is early in the morn-
ing. Nevertheless, I would like to quote a
couple of instances. I know the Minister

will probably think that a lot of these Ideas
on staff matters and men being penalised
due to leave not being granted is a lot of
eye-wash, but I have here about 50 in-
stances of staff members being denied their
leave due to the staff, Position that obtains
in the Railways Department today.

In 1960, we had an instance of where
bad conditions at iCatanning were due to
the lack of qualified staff. When the matter
was referred to the Chief Traffic Manager
he regretted that no solution of the pro-
blem could be found. In 1961 the traffic
manager was told of the lack of qualified
staff in the Northam yard, with salaried
officers having to do the work of head
shunters. Can members imagine a salaried
officer, with all his knowledge, having to
go out into the shunting yard in Northam
-which is dangerous work at any time-
to perform the work of the bead shunter?
It is very poor indeed when a salaried
officer has to do that.

The Chief Traffic Manager said he
could do nothing about it. Then on the
19th February this year he was informed
that large numbers of unqualified shunters
in the Great Southern district were mak-
ing conditions most difficult due to lack
of knowledge and training. The Chief
Traffic Manager advised that he was un-
able to alleviate the position due to lack
of staff,

As I say, I have 50 instances of such
happenings. So it can be seen that the
staff position in the Railways Department
is very bad. No matter what the Minister
may think or what he is told, that is a
fact. Unless we do something to train
juniors so that they can be transferred
to country centres to learn the work of
elderly officers, which they had to do when
they were youngsters, we will get nowhere,
because once these young fellows of today
own a motorcar or a motorcycle they will
not go to the country. They accept jobs
around the metropolitan area, irrespective
of the type of job it might be. Some of
the men do go to the country, but for
the most part they are left there because
the men in the metropolitan area are given
preference as a result of their having com-
pleted a transport course in Perth.

The department is insisting on salaried
officers taking this transport course, and
I could name instances where the subjects
and items that are taken for the exainifla-

tiori am " o noc wo tflem at all as rail-
way oficers. r think it Is a dreadful state
of aff airs to give Preference to men in the
metropolitan area because they are in a
position to study for this trn~nsport, euunb.
which privilege is not as readily available
to men in the country.

The men in the country are advised to
take the course by correspondence, but this
Proves to be most difficult, particularly in
the ease of men who are on night shift,
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etc. They find it most difficult to study transport. The objective in the railways is
for these examinations after having
worked all night.

I might say that I have a great deal
of time for the Commissioner of Railways:
he is a man of great ability, with a con-
siderable capacity for work. The first
place he visited when be arrived in West-
ern Australia was the commercial office.
He came to that office and sat around
with the men and asked them questions
about the railways and how they thought
the railways should be run. He talked
these matters over with us; and if a bit
more of that were done in the Railways
Department by the other officers, the rail-
ways would go ahead by leaps and bounds.

The Commissioner of Railways is cer-
tainly a man who works very hard. I
think the Minister said that if one rings
his home at 7 o'clock in the morning one
will not find him there, because he is in
his office. I know that to be a fact, and
the same can be said of some of the offi-
cers who work with him. The amount of
work he puts in is really quite amazing.
I leave those few thoughts with the Minis-
ter for his consideration.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Railways) (4.8 am.): The main points on
which members have spoken are those that
relate to railway staff and leave. To hear
them express their opinions one would
think that this matter is new and novel in
the railways. The truth is that it has exist-
ed for years; but the position today is much
healthier than it was previously.

A great deal of reorganisation has taken
place in the railways for the betterment
of the men themselves. There was no
security in a system that was losing
£5,500,000: it was a burden on the tax-
payer, and it was only a matter of time
before it would have collapsed under its
own weight. Reorganisation of the rail-
ways has been overdue, and I would say
it is in the interests of the men.

The member for Canning referred to the
question of tonnages of freight. I would
point out to the honourable member that
the tonnages of grain have gone up since
1959 by over 1,000,000 tons; while other
tonnages have gone up 36 per cent., or
nearly 400,000 tons. The honourable mem-
ber gave the impression that the railways
are losing business, whereas in point of fact
they are gaining ground as a result of the
aggressive methods of merchandising that
are being used.

It is no good for the railways to retain
regardless of other considerations the
traditional business they had before.
Trhere is some of ahat business which the
railways ale netter off without. It is Part
of the commissioner's job to work out the
freights which it would be better for the
railways not to carry. It is better to miss
out on some types of freight altogether
than to compete with other forms of

to maintain a happy balance in types of
freight which will eventually prove to be
its salvation.

In referring to the Comptroller of Stores.
the member for Victoria Park said he was
afraid there was a conspiracy afoot, be-
cause a comptroller had not been appointed.
All I can say is that if fewer politicians
approached me on the question of the ap-
pointment. the whole matter might be
cleaned up a lot sooner.

Vote put and passed.
Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again at a later stage of the sitting, on
motion by Mr. O'Neil.

(Continued on page 2989)

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 3)

Council's Message
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to
amendments Nos. 3, 4, and 5 made by the
Assembly and had disagreed to Nos. 1, 2,
and 6.

In Commnittee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr. Crommelin) in the Chair: Mr. Court
(Minister for Industrial Development) in
charge of the Bill.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The As-
sembly's amendment No. 1 to which the
Council has disagreed is as follows-

No. 1.
Clause 51, page 20, line 5-lelete
paragraph (c) and insert in lieu-

(c) by adding the following
passage after the word
"advance" in the last line
of paragraph (e)-

The determination of
such defined subscription
shall be at the absolute
dlserstion of the club,
and the Court is hereby
precluded from requiring
such defined subscription
to be in excess of one
pound Per annum as a
condition of registration.

The Council's reason for disagreeing to
amendments Nos. 1 and 2 is--

The Legislative Council maintains
that the SvUejaiUMC of the amendment
proposed by the Legislative Aasembly
would depart from the Principle of
the Bill which provided for a mini-
mum membership fee of two guineas
for an ordinary member.

In addition, the Legislative Council
considers that the Court should not
be precluded from the Act in the
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question of determining membership
fees payable as a condition of regis-
tration.

Mr. COURT; If I may, I would like to
comment on all of the amendments to
which the Legislative Council has dis-
agreed, to see If I can develop some sort
of pattern in the minds of members of
the Committee, to indicate how this is
seen by the Government. Quite apart
from this amendment, to which the Legis-
lative Council has objected, we have an-
other amendment to which the Legislative
Council has objected, and which relates to
Proposed new subsection (2), which this
Chamiber deleted before the Bill was re-
turned to the Council, because of the words
that had been added to the end of section
154 (e) by the amendment previously re-
ferred to,

If we accepted the Council's proposition
and agreed not to insist on amendments
Nos. 1 and 2 we would have an anomalous
position.

So far as amendment No. 6, which refers
to the sale of kegs, isa concerned, in view
of the decision made previously by this
Chamber It Is not intended to agree not
to Insist on it; in other words, we would
inform the Council that we Insist on the
amendment made by this Chamber,
although that is contrary to the Govern-
ment's thinking on this matter. In view
of the discussion which took place I am
prepared to move that we insist on amend-
ment No. 6. 1 move-

That amendment No. 1 made by the
Assembly be not insisted on.

Mr. GRAHAM: I was in the Legislative
Council when the discussion on this
amendment took place. The argument
appeared to revolve around licensed clubs
versus hotels. The principle involved in
the amendment is whether a licensed club
should have the right to determine what
the annual subscription should be, or
whether the Licensing Court should be
given the authority to determine the
amount. On two occasions in the
past few months the court decided that
the registration of a club should be granted
on condition that the annual subscription
was fixed at a certain figure.

The Minister for Justice in another
place informed the members there that
he had contacted the chairman of the
Licensing Court and informed him that
he had heard of suggestions that the
court had made a decision recently under
which registration of a club would be
granted if the annual subscription was
at a certain figure. The members were
informed by the Minister that within the
memory of the chairman of the court no
such decision had been made.

Counsel for the City Beach Bowling Club
has advised that when the application
was made, the court stipulated that
provisional registration would be granted
on the condition that the club increased
the annual subscription from five to 10
guineas. There was also confirmation of
the fact that ina respect of the North Beach
Bowling Club the subscription was to be
increased from five to seven guineas.

Here was a band of sportsmen forming
a sporting club; and, after analysing the
situation, deciding on a subscription suf-
ficient for their purpose. Then the Licens-
ing Court, without authority-if it has
authority, then it should be withdrawn-
determined that an additional amount
should be charged. Parliament should not
allow an authority established by it to de-
termine how much shall be the annual
subscription,

Parliament has laid down the maximum
hours during which licensed clubs can
trade, but most trade for less than the
hours they are permitted. We have de-
cided on £1 as the minimum subscription,
and it is up to the clubs themselves to
prescribe a higher figure If they so desire.
That has been the practice for more than
50 years, and it was only within the last
12 months that the Licensing Court be-
gan to interfere with that practice. The
court in that respect is interfering with the
domestic affairs of clubs. This committee
has already decided that the fixing of the
annual subscription Is to be resolved by
the clubs themselves. The Minister has
not given us any reason to alter our views,
and neither has the Legislative Council.
I ask the Committee to insist on the
amendment.

I am a member of a club with a member-
ship of about 2,500. That club charges an
annual subscription of £1. This Commit-
tee has already decided that the mainimum.
fee shall not be two guineas. If members
do not insist on the amendment, then the
Licensing Court can resolve that the fee
be £2, £5. or even £20 per annum.

In the case of this club charging £1 and
with a membership of 2,500, if the Licens-
Ing Court put Its nose in somewhere where
the Licensing Court has not done so for
half a century, and increased the amount
to £2, then that club would have an un-
expected additional income of £2,500,
Then what would happen? It would use
that money to subsidise the price of
bottles or glasses and middies.

So those who feel that, by end eavour-
ing to defeat this amendment of the Legis-
lative Assembly, they are protecting the
hotels, should realise it would mean that
they are supporting a measure to give ad-
ditional funds to a club to enable that club
to subsidise the reduction in the price of
beer, whether in a bottle or in a glass
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container. Therefore, having listened to
the speeches made in the Legislative Coun-
cil, I found that by and large they had
nothing to do with this principle of mem-
bers determining their own annual sub-
scription as against an outside body-the
Licensing Court-doing so. Members pre-
ferred to discuss the merits and demerits
of hotels on the one side versus registered
clubs on the other, without being aware
of what they were doing.

The Legislative Council would be making
it possible for registered clubs to subsidise
a reduction of the price of liquor, which
would have an impact on licensed pre-
mises, known as public houses or hotels.
Members of this Chamber, by a consider-
able majority, decided this was a domestic
matter for the clubs: and although the
promoters and members of a club may
be the ones to decide how much is charged
as an annual fee, this is not the responsi-
bility or obligation of the Licensing Court.
Therefore, it should not be vested with
that power, which this Parliament and pre-
ceding Parliaments bad never dreamed it
would be its responsibility to exercise.

I repeat that for a period of 50 years
the Licensing Court, before It was con-
stituted in its present membership, never
interfered in a domestic matter such as
what fees should be charged per annum
or what hours the club should be opened for
business. So there is no warrant whatso-
ever on the grounds of history or experi-
ence or the merits of the case.

In acceding to the requests of the Legis-
lative Council the Minister and those who
supported him were not to any extent
guided by the merits of the case, but they
did something which had for its purpose
the placating of the Australian Hotels' As-
sociation.

Mr. Brand: That is not so.
Mr. GRAHAM: It is so.
Mr. Court: It was purely on the Issue

of what is the concept of a club.
Mr. GRAHAM: This is the concept that

has been in existence for the previous 50
years.

Mr. Court: All we will do is restore It
to what it has been for 50 years.

Mr. GRAHAM: No. For 50 years it has
been the business of the clubs to determine
their own annual subscription, and I de-
sire-to use the words of the Minister-to
Preserve the status quo, and allow clubs in
the future to fix their own annual subscrip-
tion as they have done in the past, with
the exception of the past 12 months or
SO. This is a change of personnel andi
of approach to the question.

Mr. Court: I do not think so. If this
Bill is not Passed we will go back to the
existing Act.

Mr. GRAHAM: If the Minister and those
who sit beside him have any perspicacity
to appreciate the position and if they are

prepared to allow the Licensing Court to
write its own prescription, irrespective of
what Parliament has said and irrespective
of what has been the practice over the
past 50 years, that is up to the Minister
and his supporters.

Mr. Guthrie: Before you sit down, when
were these decisions given?

Mr. GRAHAM: Within the last three or
four months.

Mr. Guthrie: Under the presentL chair-
man?

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes; and my authority
is the secretary of the association of regis-
tered clubs, Mr. Neil Durack. I understand
he acted on behalf of the City Beach Bowl-
ing Club. If that is not the correct title,
members will appreciate the one I have
in mind. I repeat that in respect of the
North Beach Bowling Club there was a
similar process. It has never happened
before. I have said that in respect of
hours, whilst clubs may open from 10 am.
to 11 p.m., it is up to the clubs to decide
how many hours to open, not the Licens-
ing Court. Most clubs open at 4 pam. or
later, and the Licensing Court does not
insist they open at 3 p.m., and close their
doors at 9 P.M. That is left to the manage-
ment. In other words, the committee of
the club concerned.

one final thought: The Legislative
Council , notwithstanding a mandate from
the electorate, abolished what was known
as price control. There was an authority
which decided what charges could be made
for certain commodities or certain services,
and yet we have the hypocrisy of the same
Chamber now deciding that an outside
authority-

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Crom-
melin): Order! I suggest that the honour-
able member cannot reflect on another
place.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am not reflecting on
another place: I am making a statement
of fact. The Legislative Council, which
defeated the platform of the duly elected
Government has now decided that there
should be an authority-to Wit, the Licens-
ing Court-to determine what the price of
admission to a club shall be. There is no
argument in support of the attitude of the
Legislative Council.

The attitude of the Government in this
Chamber and the other Chamber is gov-
erned by the desire on the part of this
Government to accommodate, not in full,
but in part, the wishes of the Australian
Hotels' Association. I know the Minister
for Railways wvill deny that, but I know it
is perfectly true; and I think r am borne
out and fortified by the fact that the Min-
ister is unable to adduce one single reason
or argument. The greatest argument sub-
mitted by the Minister is that we should
preserve the status quo. I am all foLr that
with one exception: that the status quo
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has been disturbed during the last 12
months, because of the personnel of the
Licensing Court.

Mr. Court: The legislation is exactly the
same.

Mr. GRAHAM: Of course it is; and
there is something wrong with our legis-
lation if there can be an entirely different
interpretation of the law merely because
Smith ceases to be a member and Jones
becomes a member.

Mr. Court: Has anyone challenged it?
Mr. GRAHAM: No-one has.
Mr. Court: The court cannot go outside

its Jurisdiction.
Mr. GRAHAM: Be that as it may, the

fact is that after 50 years the court is
taking a step that no previous court
has taken-a step which the Government
and Parliament never contemplated be-
cause we were all satisfied with the pro-
cedure followed.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Groin-
meliii): Order! The honourabie mem-
ber's time has expired,

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr. Bovel
Mr. Brand
Mr. Court
Mt. Craig
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hart
Mr. flearman
Dr. Henn
Air. utchlnson

Mr. Bickerton
M r. Brady
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Curran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. HAwke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney

Ayes--21
Mr. Lewis
Mr. 1. W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Maning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Runcirnan
Mr. Wild
Mr. Wi1lims
Mr. O'Neil

(TeW
Noes-fl

Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. 0. G. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldflald
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. itowberry
Mr. Tonic5
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. HI. May

Majority against-1.
Question thus negatived; amendment

No. I made by the Assembly insisted on.
Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on motion by Mr. Court (Minister
for Industrial Development).

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1962-63

In Committee of Supply

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting, the Deputy Chairman of Commit-
tees (Mr. Crominelln) in the Chair.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Progress
was report after Division No. 58 (Railways)
had been agreed to.

Votes: Country Water Supplies, Sewer-
age, Drainage and Irrigation, £1,988,150;
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Department, £1,449,000; State
Batteries, £195,000; Medina Hotel, £23,000
-put and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and expenditure for the year.

Report
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.
In Committee of Ways and Means

MR. BRAND (Greenough-T'reasurer)
£4.45 amAl: I move-

That towards making good the
supply granted to Her Majesty for the
services of the year ending the 30th
June, 1963, a sum not exceeding
£60,923.305 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

Question Put and passed.
Report

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1962-63

Tabling of Estimates
MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)

[4.48 a.m.J: I present a copy of the State
Trading Concerns Estimates for the year
ending the 30th June. 1963, and move-

That this paper be laid on the
Table of the House.

Question put and passed.
in committee

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the State Trading Concerns for the
year ending the 30th June. 1963, now con-
sidered, the Deputy Chairman of Commit-
tees (Mr. Crommelin) in the Chair.

Divisions--The West Australian Meat
Export Works, £788,000; Wyndham Freez-
ing, Canning and Meat Export Works,
£1,483,475; State Shipping Service,
£2,216,333: State Engineering Works,
£E550,000-put and passed.

Report
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.
This concluded the Estimates of the

State Trading Concerns for the year.

APPROPRIATION HILL
Message: Appropriation

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Introduction and First Reading
Bil] introduced, on motion by Mr. Brand

(Treasurer), and read a first time.
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Second Aeadtng
Bill read a second time, on motion by

Mr, Brand (Treasurer).-
In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

Brand (flreasurer , and transmitted to the
Council.

Sitting suspended from 5.0 to 5.45 aim.

APPROPRIATION BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

CLOSE OF SESSION
Cornpflmentary Remarks

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
(5.46 a.m.]: Well, Mr. Speaker, another
session has come to a close, and it is re-
grettable that it had to finish with an
all-nighter. Had I known we were going
to waste so much time talking about so
little, we might have made a better finish
today. However, I want to take this op-
portunity, although it is a little far away
from Christmas Day and the New Year
to convey seasonal greetings, to express to
you, Mr. Speaker, our thanks for the way
in which you have controlled the House
again this session.

I want to thank the officers of the House
and the staff of this Chamber for the work
they have done. I especially want to
thank the Deputy Premier for his loyalty
and support. I should like to say a word
of thanks, too, to the private members
who have been so loyal and who have sup-
ported the Government through difficult
and uneasy patches. That sort of loyalty
makes it much easier for a Government.

To the Leader of the Opposition, and
other members opposite, I express our best
wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
We are entering a very exciting period for
Western Australia, a period during which
the Commonwealth Games will be held in
Perth, an event of which I am sure we will
be justly proud. I express the hope that
everyone will take advantage of watching
the events, which we may not have an
opportunity of seeing again.

I want to express our thanks to the Han-
sard staff who, in the latter part of the
session, have been called upon to work very
late hours. In fact, to all members of the
staff-Mr. Burton and those who are re-
sponsible for looking after us out of this
Chamber-I express the appreciation of

members. To the Press go our best wishes
for the Games period and for Christmas
and the New Year.

This is the first session of this Parlia-
ment and the new members have now had
a taste of experience, frustration, and the
satisfaction of being in this Chamber. I
am sure each and every one of them has
star ted off on the right foot and that they
will become worthy representatives of the
Parliament of Western Australia.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) 15.50 am.]: With as much
enthusiasm as it is possible to generate at
this hour of the morning, after a long and
continuous sitting, I join with the Premier
in offering thanks to you, Sir, the Chair-
man of Committees, the Deputy Chairman,
the clerks, and the officers of the House. for
the way the affairs of the House have been
managed. I especially wish to thank the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition for his
efforts during the session and also all
other members onl this side of the House.

We did not have a very good run early
in the session. However, we knew it was
a Melbourne Cup distance and that the
run down the straight at the end of the
race was a very important part of it. We
managed to run to the lead quite com-
fortable by the time the winning post was
reached. In that regard I would specially
like to thank also those members on the
Government side of the House who now
and then saw the light. I sincerely hope
and trust more of them will do that next
session and, in fact, start earlier in that
session to do it.

I reciprocate the good wishes offered by
the Premier to members on this side of
the House for the Games period and for
the Christmas and New Year seasons. I
would also say thanks, on behalf of the
members of the Opposition to members of
the Hansard staff and all others, including
our uniformed friend in the gallery and
anyone at all who has assisted to make
the proceedings of Parliament run more
smoothly; and, of course, to the dining
room staff without whose care and regu-
lar help we could not possibly sustain the
magnificent efforts we make here from
day to day on behalf of the people whom
it is our privilege and honour to repre-
sent.

There is more which could be said.
However, I sum it ll1 up by wishing every-
one to whom such wishes should be
offered our deep appreciation and best
wishes indeed for a cheerful Christmas and
a happy and peaceful New Year.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearnian) 15.52
am.!: Mr. Premier and Leader of the
Opposition: I would like to thank you for
the kind sentiments you have expressed to
myself and to officers of this House and
staff. I speak for them when I thank you
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on their behalf for the sentiments ex-
pressed. I would like to go further to
thank members, as well as the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition, for the cour-
tesies they have shown me during this
session. It was pointed out to me once
that when I became Speaker I would have
no friends; but I think that, perhaps,
might be something of an exaggeration. I
think I can still count among some of you
at least those who are my friends.

I would like to take this opportunit
also to point out to members that in the
coming period of the Commonwealth and
Empire Games we will have in Western
Australia a number of members of Parlia-
ment from other States and from overseas.

Mr. Oldfield: Will we be allowed to take
them downstairs?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): There
will be some additional accommodation
provided for visiting Premiers and other
dignitaries, and I am quite sure that all

members will cheerfully Put up with any
minor discomforts. Furthermore, I hope
that all members will join generously in
entertaining visiting members in any way
they can. I would also like to thank the
Chairman of Committees and the Deputy
Chairman of Committees for the assistance
they have given me;, and, in conclusion, I
would like to add my own good wishes for
the festive season to those of the Premier
and the Leader of the Opposition, ex-
pressed to all members and staff and offi-
cers of this House.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. BRAND (Greeno ugh-Premier)
C5.54 a.m.l:, I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until a date to be fixed by the Speaker.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.55 am. (Friday)
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